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In 2018, 27 percent (13 million) of Kenya’s population lived in cities and towns of varied sizes. Towards the year 2050, this 
share will approach 50 percent of the total country population, a transition that will induce structural transformations 
in social, economic and spatial development aspects. To effectively manage this transition, the country must develop 
the requisite urban planning and management capacities, both at the national and county levels. There are various 
interventions required to attain a fit-for-purpose planning system, which will be responsive to local needs and aligned 
to a national vision of a desirable urban future. This report, based on a survey undertaken in 13 counties, outlines key 
urban planning issues that warrants the attention of policy and decision makers, at a time when the right interventions 
are required to effectively steer the unfolding urban transition. The report has useful information for reference in 
formulating a reform agenda for Kenya’s planning system.
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