
YEARS IN MYANMAR



Copyright © United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 2018

All rights reserved

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 

8(c), Saw Mahar Street (off Bogyoke Museum Rd.)

Bahan Township, Yangon, Myanmar

www.unhabitat.org.mm

Excerpt from this publication, including photographs may be reproduced on condition that the source is quoted. 

All photographs copyright @ UN-Habitat Myanmar

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Narratives, designs and layout: Formato Verde (www.formatoverde.pt)

Contributors: Bijay Karmacharya, Oddy Angelo Barrios, Denzil Abel, Shanshank Mishra

Cover design: Formato Verde, Naw Khine Thazin

Printer: Shwe Offset



YEARS IN MYANMAR



UN-HABITAT
10 years in Myanmar1

Table of Contents

REBUILDING HOMES, 
STRENGTHENING  LIVES

CLAP FOR SUSTAINABLE AND 
INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT

GROWTH IN THE FACE OF LOSS
HOW MYANMAR IS BUILDING BACK BETTER

MULTI-PURPOSE SCHOOLS: 
 LEARNING AND SHELTERING

REBUILDING HOMES, REBUILDING 
LIVES IN COASTAL SETTLEMENTS

SAFE & SUSTAINABLE WASH
FOR THE FUTURE

COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLY
BUILD BACK BETTER

BEING PREPARED … 
HOW MYANMAR BUILT RESILIENCE IN 
THE FACE OF DISASTERS

REBUILDING HOMES, 
REBUILDING LIVES IN DEDAYE

EMERGENCY SHELTER SUPPORT 
FOR PEOPLE AFFECTED BY 
CYCLONE GIRI

TABLE OF CONTENTS

04

07

10 

05

08

11

03

06

09

12

13

03 05

19

25

DRR TECHNIQUES 
TO PREVENT DISASTER02

09

15

21

27

08

17

23

29

ACRONYMS INTRODUCTION

SHELTER CLUSTER COORDINATION: 
LAYING THE FOUNDATION01

07



UN-HABITAT
10 years in Myanmar2

Table of Contents

SHAE THOT 
IMPROVES LIVES

SAFER COASTAL 
COMMUNITIES

BRACED
BUILDING RESILIENCE

MANDALAY
AS A BEACON OF RESILIENCE

TURNING MYANMAR•S LAND 
INTO A KEY FOR ITS PROSPERITY

REHABILITATING THE MOST 
VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES

A PROACTIVE APPROACH 
ON DISASTER MANAGEMENT

HOUSING AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY LIFE

CURBING DISEASE THROUGH 
WATER AND SANITATION

IF THE GROUNDS SHAKE, 
MYANMAR SHALL REMAIN STANDING

MAKING CLIMATE  CHANGE 
AN AGENDA - IN MYANMAR

CITIES FOR THE FUTURE
TRANSFORMATION OF THE URBAN 
MANAGEMENT PROJECT

MAPPING YANGON
THE UNTAPPED COMMUNITIES

THE RISE AFTER THE FALL 
 EMPOWERING CHIN STATE

13

16

21

24

14

17

19

22

25

15

18

20

23

26

33

41

51

59

37

43

47

53

61

39

45

49

57

63



UN-HABITAT
10 years in Myanmar3

Acronyms

H HH Household

ACRONYMS
A

E

D

C
B

ACTED Agency for Technical Cooperation 
and Development

ADB Asian Development Bank
ADPC Asian Disaster Preparedness Center
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Programme
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BRACED Building Resilience and Adaptation to 
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IFRC International Federation of Red Cross and 
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IOM International Organization for Migration
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Introduction

INTRODUCTION
The United Nations Human Settlements Programme, UN-Habitat, is 
the United Nations agency for human settlements and is mandated 
by the UN General Assembly to promote socially and environmentally 
sustainable towns and cities with the goal of providing adequate 
shelter for all. UN-Habitat•s mandate is further derived from other 
internationally agreed upon development goals, including the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) approved by UN Member 
States in 2015. The New Urban Agenda approved at Quito in 2016 
sets the standards for achieving SDG 11, which calls to •make cities 
and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.Ž

UN-Habitat established a presence in Myanmar in the early 1990s 
through 2004 during which time the agency pioneered introducing 
community-driven development through its ”agship •People•s 
ProcessŽ, and established the “rst community-led projects in the Dry 
Zone, Shan State and the Delta.

UN-Habitat re-established its presence for humanitarian assistance 
in 2008 after the country was struck by Cyclone Nargis and continued 
its cooperation with the Government of the Union of Myanmar 
in reconstruction and rehabilitation, following the principles of 
building back better by incorporating disaster resilient construction 
techniques. UN-Habitat continued its work in disaster risk reduction 
and urban resilience building while embarking into its normative 
areas of work. In the course of the last decade it has scaled up its 
projects and programmatic activities in four crucial thematic areas 
in order to assist the government and the people of Myanmar at 
a crucial time in their quest for a democratic, worthwhile future. 
During this period UN-Habitat in Myanmar implemented one of the 
most diverse programmes, as it has the second largest portfolio 
in the Asia and Paci“c Region after the UN-Habitat Afghanistan 
Programme.

Myanmar is the largest country in Mainland Southeast Asia with 
a population of 52 million. It is also one of the least developed 
countries in Asia, albeit standing on the threshold of fundamental 
political, economic and social change for a better future. Despite 
economic growth, issues of equity and poverty continue to be of 
principal concern.

As a small agency with global responsibilities, UN-Habitat continually 
needs to “nd ways of maximising its impact; its resources must be 
focused, and policy, principles and approaches must be strategic to 
help Myanmar people in their quest for better lives. Its success over 
the past decade is principally because of its adherence to its works 
based on needs and priorities of people and government of Myanmar. 
All programmes and projects of UN-Habitat in Myanmar have been 
aligned with the priorities of the government and hence supported by 
targeting funding by numerous donors.

During the era of rapid political, economic, administrative and social 
reforms over the last several years, UN-Habitat made a conscious 
choice in all its programmes and projects to include policy reform, 
capacity building and implementation of activities to improve the 
living conditions of the most vulnerable people across the country.

UN-Habitat in Myanmar has attained a large number of notable 
achievements in Policy and Strategy formulation, Capacity Building 
Support and knowledge and technology transfer in several normative 

and operational activities focusing on the four thematic areas of 
i) Participatory urban planning, management and governance; ii) 
Improving human settlements and rebuilding communities; iii) 
Land administration and management and pro-poor housing; and 
iv) Environment, disaster risk reduction, resilience building and 
climate change. 

As part of normative activities, the agency is providing crucial 
technical assistance on issues related to the Habitat Agenda to 
its partners in Myanmar including the Ministry of Construction, 
Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation, and of Ministry 
Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation.

Principal achievements in policy and strategic work are the 
development of Housing Policy Framework, National Housing Policy 
and Strategy, National Urban Policy Framework, Myanmar Climate 
Change Policy, Strategy and Master Plan, Myanmar National 
Building Codes, to name a few.

Establishment of the Urban Research and Development Institute (URDI), 
Urban Resources Centre, Training and Capacity Building for Urban 
Transformation; and assistance in making Disaster Management Training 
Centre functional in its primary stage are some of its major works to 
mention here under its capacity-building assistance.

Similarly, its hallmark community-driven development projects 
through the People•s Process have given in particular a new 
lease for a healthy and productive life to over 1.2 million people 
by assisting the communities in improving their water supply and 
sanitation, infrastructure, health and nutrition as well as post 
disaster reconstruction and rehabilitation of housing.

UN-Habitat has also implemented a major pilot project on Land 
Administration and Management with the aim of enhancing land 
tenure security to the farmer. UN-Habitat sees land registration, 
updating land records and providing land tenure security as 
the main entry point to much needed land reform in Myanmar. 
Modernisation of the land administration and management system 
can be up-scaled to national level, building upon the work of the 
splendidly concluded pilot project.

UN-Habitat has implemented a total of 33 projects in 62 townships 
and 7 cities/towns across the country in the last 10 years, with 
a portfolio of US$ 62 million. UN-Habitat continued to prevail as 
one of the agencies with its visible foot print due to its ability to 
deliver its commitment to the people and government of Myanmar 
and to the satisfaction of the donor that funded the projects. With 
the publication of this compilation of programmes and projects, 
UN-Habitat aims to share its contribution and achievements with 
a wider audience.

UN-Habitat in Myanmar has been able to undertake a great deal of 
tasks and achieve commendable results in demanding conditions 
largely due to the dedication of its diligent staff cadre numbering 
only a few internationals working in close concert with the majority 
national staff in several hundreds. Currently, it has ongoing 
partnerships with 4 major ministers in the aforementioned thematic 
areas of work in Myanmar.
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