
R E P O R T
M A R C H  2 0 1 5

HSP/WUF/7/3

HSP/WUF/7/3



Copyright © United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) 2014
All rights reserved.
United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) P.O. Box 30030 00100
Nairobi GPO Kenya Tel: +254-20-7623120 (Central Office) www.unhabitat.org
HSP/WUF/7/INF/6

Disclaimer
The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or 
area or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries regarding its economic system or degree of 
development. Excerpts may be reproduced without authorization, on condition that the source is indicated. Views expressed 
in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, the United Nations 
and its member states.

www.unhabitat.org/WUF
For any comments, corrections and suggestions please write to WUF@unhabitat.org



CONTENTS

a. Acronyms  ............................................................................i
b. Navigation Key .....................................................................ii
i. Introduction ........................................................................1
ii. Overview of the Seventh Session .............................................3
 of the World Urban Forum  .....................................................3
iii. The Advisory Group of the Seventh Session of
 the World Urban Forum .........................................................7
iv. Medellin Declaration .............................................................9
v. Emerging Issues and Recommendations by Thematic Areas  ...... 11

A. Urban Legislation, Land and Governance  ........................... 11
B. Urban Planning and Design  ............................................. 14
C. Urban Economy ............................................................. 16
D. Urban Basic Services  ..................................................... 19
E. Housing and Slum Upgrading  .......................................... 21
F. Risk Reduction and Rehabilitation  .................................... 22
G. Research and Capacity Development  ................................. 24
H. Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment  ...................... 26

vi. Seventh Session of the World Urban Forum at a Glance  ............30
A. Participation ................................................................ 30
B. Comparison with Past Forum’s Sessions ............................. 34
C.  Events ......................................................................... 36
D.  Speakers ...................................................................... 37
E. Exhibition .................................................................... 39
F.  Media and Social Media ................................................... 40
G.  E-Debate ..................................................................... 42

vii. Sessional Reports ...............................................................43
A.  Reporting Process and WUF7 Independent Evaluation  .......... 43
B.  Opening and Closing Ceremonies  ..................................... 44
C. Dialogues .................................................................... 45
D. Roundtables ................................................................. 58
E. Assemblies  .................................................................. 83
F. Special Sessions ............................................................ 92
G. Plenary Conclusions ......................................................111

H. Networking Events  .......................................................114
I. Side Events .................................................................116
J. Training Events ............................................................118
K. Parallel, Cultural and City Events  .....................................120
L. One UN Room Events .....................................................120
M. Agora Room and City Changer Room Events ........................120
N. The Urban Talks ............................................................120
O. Urban Library ..............................................................120
P. Cinema Room ...............................................................121
Q. Media Center ...............................................................122

ANNEXES ............................................................................... 123
Annex i:  Terms of Reference of the WUF7 Advisory Group .............123
Annex ii:  Web-Links to the Background Papers ...........................125
Annex iii:  List of Countries Which Participated in the Forum ..........126
Annex iv:  Least Developed Countries Participating in the Forum  ....128
Annex v:  List of UN System Entities Participating at WUF7 ............128
Annex vi:  List of Exhibitors in Alphabetic Order ...........................129
Annex vii:  List of UN-Habitat Event’s Coordinators
 and Reporting Teams ................................................131
Annex viii:  List of Networking Events  ........................................ 132
Annex ix: List of Side Events ................................................... 138
Annex x:  List of Training Events ..............................................140
Annex xi:  List of One UN Room Events .......................................142
Annex xii:  List of Agora Room Events .........................................143
Annex xiii: List of Urban Library Events .......................................144
Annex xiv: List of City Changer Room Events ................................146
Annex xv: List of Cinema Room Events .......................................150
Annex xvi:  Dr. Joan Clos – Transcription of the Speech Delivered at the 

Closing of the WUF7 .................................................159
 Annex xvii:  List of Main Pre-WUF7 Events .....................................161
Annex xviii: Statistics on Networking Events Proposals Received ........162
Annex xix: Statistics on Side Events Proposals Received .................162

Flag raising ceremony at WUF7.
© CamaraLucida / UN-Habitat



LIST OF TABLES
Table 1:  WUF7 Highlights ........................................................................................................................................30
Table 2:  Overall Attendance .....................................................................................................................................31
Table 3:  High Level Participation ..............................................................................................................................31
Table 4:  Gender Balance ..........................................................................................................................................31
Table 5:  International / National Participation ............................................................................................................31
Table 6:  Participation by Age ....................................................................................................................................31
Table 7:  New and Repeated Participation ....................................................................................................................31
Table 8:  Participation by Partner Type ........................................................................................................................33
Table 9:  Participation by Regions ..............................................................................................................................33
Table 10:  Participation by Regions – Separating Host Country  .........................................................................................33
Table 11:  Top 10 Countries Participation ......................................................................................................................33
Table 12:  Participation by Partner Groups (Without Workforce) – Comparison Between Different WUF Sessions ..........................34
Table 13:  Participation by Partner Groups (Without Workforce) (WUF7, WUF6 and WUF5 – Absolute Numbers) ............................34
Table 14:  Participation by Country – Comparison Between Different WUF Sessions (Without Workforce From WUF5 Onwards) ........35
Table 15:  Top 10 Countries WUF7, WUF6 and WUF5 (Absolute Numbers) (Without Workforce) ..................................................35
Table 16:  Total Number and Type of Events ....................................................................................................................36
Table 17:  WUF7 Speakers Participation ........................................................................................................................37
Table 18:  Speakers Participation by Gender – Comparison Between the Last Three WUF’s Sessions ...........................................37
Table 19:  Speakers Participation by Partner Type - Comparison Between the Last Three WUF’s Sessions ....................................37
Table 20:  Speakers Participation by Region - Comparison Between the Last Three WUF’s Sessions ............................................38
Table 21:  WUF7 Speakers Participation by Region – Host Country Separated ........................................................................38
Table 22:  LDC Speakers Participation by Country ............................................................................................................38
Table 23:  WUF7 Exhibition Visitors ..............................................................................................................................39
Table 24:  WUF7 Exhibitors by Partner Type – Comparison With WUF6 ..................................................................................39
Table 25:  WUF7 Exhibitors by Region – Comparison With WUF6 .........................................................................................39
Table 26:  WUF7 Website Visitors by Country ..................................................................................................................40
Table 27:  WUF7 Website Visitors .................................................................................................................................40
Table 28:  WUF7 Website Visits  ....................................................................................................................................40
Table 29:  WUF7 Facebook Fans – by Country .................................................................................................................. 41
Table 30:  WUF7 Networking Events by Partner Type ...................................................................................................... 115
Table 31:  WUF7 Networking Events by Region .............................................................................................................. 115
Table 32:  WUF7 Networking Events by Region – Host Country Separated ........................................................................... 115
Table 33:  WUF7 Side Events by Region ....................................................................................................................... 117
Table 34:  WUF7 Side Events by Region – Host Country Separated ..................................................................................... 117





Opening Ceremony of the World Urban Forum 7





i  W O R L D  U R B A N  F O R U M

A  Acronyms 

ECLAC  Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean  
FAO  Food and Agriculture Organization  
IFAD  International Fund for Agricultural Development  
ILO  International Labour Office  
IOM  International Organization For Migration  
OHCHR  Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights  
UNFCCC  Office of the Special Envoy for Cities and Climate Change 
PAHO  Pan American Health Organization  
UNOSD  United Nation Office For Sustainable Development  
OCHA  United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs  
UNCDF  United Nations Capital Development Fund  
UNCRD  United Nations Centre for Regional Development  
UNICEF  United Nations Children’s Fund  
DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  
DPI  United Nations Department of Public Information  
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme  
UNECA  United Nations Economic Commission For Africa  
UNESCO  United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  
UN Women  United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women  
UNEP  United Nations Environment Programme  
UNHCR  United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees  
UN-Habitat  United Nations Human Settlements Programme  
UNITAR  United Nations Institute for Training and Research  
UN-NGLS  United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service  
UNON  United Nations Office at Nairobi  
UNISDR  United Nations Office For Disaster Risk Reduction  
UNOPS  United Nations Office for Project Services  
UNOSSC  United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation  
OIOS  United Nations Office of Internal Oversight Services  
UN-OHRLLS  United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked 

Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States  
UNODC  United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  
UNU-IIGH  United Nations University - International Institute for Global Health  
UNV  United Nations Volunteers  
WFP  World Food Programme  
WHO  World Health Organization  
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