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Disclaimer

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever 

on the part of the secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or its authorities, 

or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries regarding its economic system or degree of development. Excerpts may 

be reproduced without authorization, on condition that the source is indicated. Views expressed in this publication do not necessarily 

reflect those of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, the United Nations and its member states.

This report was prepared by Legal Action Worldwide (LAW) and commissioned by UN-Habitat through the UN Joint Programme on 

Local Governance and Decentralized Service Delivery.

Legal Action Worldwide (LAW)

LAW is an independent, non-profit organization comprised of a network and think tank of prominent human rights lawyers and 

advisors. It provides innovative legal assistance in fragile and conflict-affected states. LAW mobilizes domestic, regional, and global 

legal expertise to improve access to justice and obtain redress for people suffering from human rights violations and abuses. 

Main objectives:

•	 Improving access to justice and obtaining legal redress

•	 Increasing legal responsibility and accountability

•	 Reforming legislation, policy, and practice

For more information on LAW, go to www.legalactionworldwide.org 
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UN-Habitat

The United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) came into being in 1996 (its precursor was established in 1975) 

to coordinate all matters related to human settlements and to promote and consolidate collaboration with all partners, including 

local authorities and private and non-governmental organizations in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda and Target 7d of the 

Millennium Development Goals (“Achieve, by 2020, a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers”). 

UN-Habitat has been active in Somalia for over twenty-five years. In recent years, its core operations have focused on a wide range of 

issues spanning from developing infrastructure to strengthening local governance. UN-Habitat has been working since 2008 on the 

UN Joint Programme on Local Governance and Decentralized Service Delivery. Its flagship projects under this framework concentrate 

on the following: municipal finance, solid and biomedical waste management, participatory urban planning and management, and 

capacity development for local governance, including infrastructure development and rehabilitation and land governance. 

The UN Joint Programme on Local Governance and Decentralized Service Delivery

The UN Joint Programme on Local Governance and Decentralized Service Delivery (JPLG) was launched in Somalia in 2008. Under 

this initiative, five UN agencies, funds, and programmes have been supporting the Federal Government of Somalia, the Government 

of Puntland State of Somalia, and the Government of Somaliland. The key objectives of the programme deal with (i) supporting 

policy and legislative reforms for functional fiscal and administrative decentralization that clarify and enhance the role of local 

government, its relationship to central government, and service delivery; (ii) improving the capacity of local government for equitable 

service delivery; (iii) improving and expanding the delivery of sustainable services to citizens in an equitable, responsive, and socially 

accountable manner, as well as promoting local economic environments.
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