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i. upfront
1.1 Acknowledgements and 
contents

This Quick Guide has been jointly prepared by the Sustainable 
Urban Development Section of UN ESCAP, under the overall 
guidance of Mr. Rae Kwon Chung, Director, Environment and 
Development Division, and Mr. Yoshinobu Fukasawa, Director, 
Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, of UN-Habitat, and The 
Rockefeller Foundation.

An accompanying set of good practice documentations and 
other information and training materials also form part of the 
collaboration. 

The lead authors of the Quick Guide were Mr. Donovan Storey 
and Ms. Natalja Wehmer, UN ESCAP, and Mr. Bernhard Barth, 
UN-Habitat. The Quick Guide was reviewed by Ms. Anna Brown, 
The Rockefeller Foundation. An early draft was prepared by Mr. 
Steven Gawler and Ms. Helen Scott with support and inputs from 
Ms. Daphna Beerdsen, Mr. Joris Oele, and Mr. Peter Grant, with 
lay-out by Mr. Alejandro Hita. Further reviews and contributions 
were provided by Mr. Liam Fee, Ms. Verena Streitferdt, Ms. Seungji 
Choi, Ms. Tianyi Yang, Mr. Dario Cubelo, and Ms. Anh Dieu Le.

Appreciation is extended to those who contributed the case 
studies and examples that have enriched this Quick Guide. These 
materials are also to be published as complementary resources.

We would also like to thank the participants of the Expert Group 
Meeting in Surabaya, Indonesia, August 2012 and participants 
of the Regional Training of Trainers in Manila, Philippines, April 
2014 for their helpful comments in preparing this Quick Guide.
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1.2 About this
Quick GuideWe are now at 

a stage where 

what we need 

even more than a 

global agreement 

[on combating 

climate change] is 

for people to take 

the initiative to 

respond

(Dr. Rajendra 

Pachauri, 

Chairman of the IPCC)

Climate change is no longer something that 
may happen in the distant future. From higher 
temperatures and rising sea levels to changing 
rainfall patterns and more frequent extreme 
weather events, climate change is already 
impacting on the region’s rapidly growing cities 
and their populations. 

The urban poor are affected disproportionately 
by these changes due to a combination of 
factors, such as vulnerable physical location, 
poor quality housing and an often limited 
capacity to prepare for, cope with and recover 
from extreme weather events and slow-onset 
impacts of climate change. In fact, climate 
variability and change threatens to interfere 
with, and even reverse, hard won poverty 
reduction and development gains.

Given the significant overlap between climate 
change vulnerability and urban poverty, poor 
communities should be actively supported in 
efforts to strengthen resilience. Urban poor 
communities can do much to reduce their 
vulnerability, especially when local government 
and other key urban actors understand their 
needs and are ready to support them. At the 
very least, their needs should be considered 
in any climate change related intervention, in 
order to not exacerbate vulnerability. The main 
goal should be to pro-actively integrate poverty 
reduction efforts with climate change related 
interventions. This is not a trade-off. As this 
Quick Guide will show, pro-poor approaches 
to urban climate resilience that are holistic, 
flexible and participatory are also an effective 
way to foster inclusive and sustainable urban 
development. 

karial slum

Urban slum in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh (Kibae Park)
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