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The Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on Housing and Urban Development (APMCHUD) was established 

through resolutions 20/2 and 19/3 of the Governing Council of the UN-Habitat to convene the regional minis-

ters conferences on regular basis to understand and to have a common position on the urban challenges of the 

21st century; to raise the profile through fostering partnership among the countries and report to the Governing 

Council on the progress made. APMCHUD is an inter-governmental body of ministers responsible for housing 

and human settlements in Asia Pacific region. UN-Habitat is promoting this forum for the speedy implementa-

tion of the Habitat Agenda through sustainable housing and urban development. The first conference was held 

in 2006 in New Delhi, India, the subsequent conferences were held in 2008 in Tehran, IR Iran, in 2010 in Solo, 

Indonesia and 2012 in H.K. Jordan.

The Asia-Pacific region has more than half of its population composed of young people. The region is experienc-

ing quite a number of positive developments but equally experiences challenges amongst which unemployment, 

poverty and increased population in slums. These issues need to be addressed urgently. The conference topic: 

‘Youth and IT in Sustainable Urban Development’ was therefore timely and most strategic. Youth want recogni-

tion, meaningful participation and involvement in decision making processes and thus own and sustain all the 

development projects in their own locality. IT is becoming one of the key tools for connection, and there should 

be a link on how ICT companies under the public-private partnerships can develop modalities and take more 

social cooperate responsibilities in addressing the menace of unemployment. Youth are positive human power 

and not as a problem.

This 4th APMCHUD conference debated and came out with a concrete Implementation Plan for execution 

through specific projects to address these challenges in the region. UN-Habitat is committed to assist in develop-

ing and execution of the projects in the interested countries. 
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The designations employed and the presentations of the material in this 
publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of 
the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, 
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aCRonYMs

aDb asian Development bank

aMMY asean Ministerial Meeting on Youth

aMR annual Ministerial Review

aPMCHUD  asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on Housing and  
 Urban Development

aPUHf asia Pacific Union for Housing finance

asean association of south east asian nations

bPPsPaM badan Pendukung Pengembangan sistem Penyediaan air Minum

Ceo  Chief executive officer

CMD Chief Managing Director

CsD Commission for sustainable Development

DG Director General

eCo economic Cooperation organization

eCosoC economic and social Council

HK  Hashemite Kingdom

HfIR Housing foundation of Islamic Revolution

HPC  Higher Population Council

HUDCo Housing and Urban Development Cooperation

ICPD International Conference on Population and Development

ICT  Information and Communication Technology

ICTD International Conference on Trade and Development

Ilo International labour organization

InsTeDD  Innovative support to emergencies Disease and Disasters

IT Information Technology

JnWC Jordan national Commission for Women

JPoI Johannesburg Plan of Implementation

KIbs Knowledge-intensive business services

MD  Managing Director

MDGs  Millennium Development Goals
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nGo non-Governmental organizations
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nWG new Working Group

PPPs Public Private Partners
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Un United nations

Un ICT United nations Information and Communication Technology

UnDP United nations Development Programme
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Un-Habitat United nations Human settlements Programme
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foReWoRD

We live in a rapidly changing world, 
and one of the principal forces 
driving that pace of change is the 

continuing information and telecommunica-
tions revolution. This transformation is not 
just changing our economies and cultures, but 
is also changing the face, shape, size and func-
tions of cities world-wide. Even if we do not 
yet quite know the exact shape of things to 
come, we all share a collective and instinctive 
feeling that this future will be radically differ-
ent from the world we know today, and that 
it will certainly be much more urban than in 
the past. It is for this reason that the theme of 
the 4th meeting “Youth and IT in Sustainable 
Urban Development” is very important, par-
ticularly to the Ministers tasked with Housing 
and Urban Development.

It is quite clear that today’s generation of 
young people, at 1.2 billion, is the largest the 
world has ever known. An overwhelming ma-
jority of this number live in developing coun-
tries. This demographic phenomenon offers 
an unprecedented opportunity for innova-
tion and development. Yet, too many young 

people, some of whom are highly educated, 
have inadequate, unchallenging or no job op-
portunities. A large number of youth have no 
immediate prospects and are increasingly get-
ting discouraged; even becoming distrustful 
of existing institutions and leaders. Economi-
cally empowered youth can greatly contribute 
to good governance and democracy. Through 
empowerment, many youth can access oppor-
tunities that will improve their living stand-
ards, get involved in decision making and thus 
play a key role towards achieving Millennium 
Development Goals 7 and 8 

If these issues are not addressed urgently, the 
social pressures associated with the Arab Spring 
phenomenon may be replicated in many more 
countries. The host country of the 4th Con-
ference, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
being aware of this situation, has decided to 
address it in a timely manner, hence the choice 
of the topic for this conference: Youth and IT 
in Sustainable Urban Development.

Stressing the importance of youth issues, the 
UN Secretary-General has made working with 
and for young people a priority of his five-year 
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dr. Joan Clos 

Under-Secretary-General and  

Executive Director United Nations Human  

Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)

action agenda. This is clear from his call to the 
United Nations system to deepen and scale up 
the youth focus of existing programmes, with 
particular attention to employment, entrepre-
neurship, political inclusion, citizenship and 
protection of rights, as well as to education, 
including on reproductive health. The youth 
want recognition. They demand meaningful 
employment and closer engagement in the 
governance and decision making processes of 
their respective cities and countries. Youth ex-
clusion and deepening alienation have nega-
tive implications for cities. Both experience 
and research have shown that excluding a 
large swathe of the healthy population from 
production and services does little to advance 
sustainable development. Youth should be fac-
tored into the broader development process. 

The perception of the youth as a group periph-
eral to the national discourse tends to obscure 
their potential contribution, particularly their 
energy, innovative potential and skills. 

Youth should be seen as positive human pow-
er and not as a problem. Youth with the right 
skills and knowledge in ICT constitute a par-
ticularly potent asset for countries and cities.

Lastly, I would like to express my sincere grati-
tude to the Government and people of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan for their hos-
pitality and warm reception, for successfully 
delivering the conference which committed 
to implement the Amman Declaration and 
sponsor a resolution which was adopted in 
the just concluded 24th Governing Council in 
April 2013 in Nairobi. 
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