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Disclaimer

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply 
the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning 
the delimitation of its frontiers of boundaries. 

Views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect those of the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme, the United Nations, or its Member States.

Excerpts may be reproduced without authorization, on condition that the source is indicated.
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vIntroduction

Urbanization is one of the most powerful forc-
es in the world. We live in a new urban era 
with most of humanity now living in towns 
and cities.1 By the middle of this century it is 
expected that 7 in 10 persons on the planet 
will be urban dwellers2. Cities must now en-
sure that urbanization generates enough de-
cent and productive jobs for their rapidly 
growing populations; but too often economic 
development has led to gains only for a few. 
Gender inequality and barriers to women em-
powerment remain widespread in the urban 
environment, compromising the future of cit-
ies. 

Equitable, inclusive and prosperous cities need 
to harness the full potential of all citizens, ir-
respective of gender and age. This is impor-
tant as the world grapples with the effects of 
the global economic and financial crisis that 
has resulted in widespread unemployment, 
climate change and food insecurity. A gender 
study in 2012 by the United Nations Human 
Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) shows 
that theoretically, and foremost, Urbaniza-
tion is largely associated with the prosperity of 
women; in practice few women benefit from 
economic growth and prosperity of cities. 
This is largely due to discrimination, the lack 
of recognition of women’s reproductive work 
and, to some extent, undervaluation of their 
productive work.

Women are the Third World’s powerhouse’3 
and the drivers of global economic growth. 
Empowering women to participate fully in 
economic life across all sectors is essential to 
build stronger economies, achieve interna-
tionally agreed goals for development and sus-
tainability, and improve the quality of life for 
women, men, families and communities. “The 
future of the world economy lies increasingly 
in female hands4”.

Gender Equality is a key priority in  
UN-Habitat’s mandate; it is an integral part of 
the agency’s work. UN-Habitat commits itself 
to the goal of gender equality in human settle-
ments development and resolves to promote it 
and the empowerment of women as effective 
ways to combat poverty and stimulate the de-
velopment of human settlements that are truly 
sustainable. UN-Habitat further commits it-
self to formulating and strengthening policies 
and practices to promote the full and equal 
participation of women in human settlements 
planning and decision-making. 

Whilst we recognize that much work has been 
done in the mainstreaming of gender equality 
in human settlement, UN-Habitat acknowl-
edges that much more is required. 

This compendium of case studies is designed to 
bring into one document most of the gender 
mainstreaming initiatives UN-Habitat imple-
mented from 2008 to 2012. The compendium 
may not be the most complete account of all 
gender initiatives within this period, given the 
time and resource limitations in doing this 
study. However, the case studies provide the 
most comprehensive examples of the field im-
plementation of the Gender Equality Action 
Plan of 2008 to 2013. 

The projects and programmes compendium 
brings recognition to UN-Habitat’s efforts 
(which have often remained inadequately 
documented and disseminated) to advance 
the internationally agreed agenda for Gender 
Equality and Empowerment of Women. The 
compendium serves as a good start towards 
capturing the successful efforts under way to 
advance the agenda on equality and empow-
erment of women. In addition, the compen-
dium will also serve as a learning and resource 
tool to UN-Habitat and its partners. 
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The case studies were submitted by UN-Hab-
itat’s branch/offices at headquarters and all 
regional offices in response to a call for sub-
mission from the Gender Coordination and 
Support Unit, in the agency’s Projects Office. 
The consultants and the Unit developed a case 
study template that was sent to all branch 
headquarters, regional and country offices 
through the heads of units and the gender fo-
cal points. 

A total of 30 project case studies of gender 
mainstreaming initiatives were submitted 
from the following geographic branches:

Linking Case Studies to 
the Gender Equality 
Action Plan

In the context of the Gender Equality Action 
Plan, the project case studies may be clustered 
according to the specific action areas to which 
each case study contributes most. This classi-
fication does not preclude the possibility of a 
case study contributing to more than one ac-
tion area. 

GEAP Action Areas Case Study Title / Themes

Action Area 1. Advocacy and Monitoring Gender Equality in Cities

Outcomes: 

•	 Production and use in policymaking and practice 
of sex-disaggregated data and evidence-based 
knowledge on gender in cities 

•	 Increased awareness of and action by key strategic 
actors and partners on gender issues in cities

1.	 Research papers on gender and urban planning prepared 
as an input for the:

•	 “Cities and Climate Change: Global Report on Human 
Settlements 2011”

•	 “Planning Sustainable Cities: Global Report on 
Human Settlements 2009”

2.	 State of Latin American and Caribbean Cities 2012.

Action Area 2. Urban Planning Governance and Management

Outcomes: 

•	 Women are trained to apply for and facilitated to 
own productive resources, and have use right to 
infrastructure to influence governance

•	 Gender-responsive polices and strategies that deal 
with human settlements in crisis-prone or post-crisis 
contexts

3.	 Cities and Climate Change Initiative: Global – Asia-
Pacific, Latin America, Africa in 20 cities/ municipalities.

4.	 Participatory Slum Upgrading: Africa, Caribbean and 
Pacific in 38 Countries with 63 Cities.

5.	 Urban Housing Profiles Series - Africa (Ghana, Malawi, 
Senegal, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia); South and 
Central America (Ecuador, El Salvador); Asia (Nepal,  
Vietnam). 

Geographic Branch Number of Cases

Headquarters 7

Regional Office in Africa 7

Regional Office in the Asia-Pacific 12

Regional Office in Latin America and the Caribbean 4

Total 30
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