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IDP Camp - West Darfur
Photo © UNEP
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Supporting Sustainable Urbanisation
The United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
(UN-Habitat), according to its mandate, supports 
the Government of Sudan in developing and 
implementing sustainable urbanisation strategies. 
In Sudan, the approach and kind of activities 
implemented differ according to each region of 
intervention (see map on page 9). In general, 
UN-Habitat tries to combine policy-making with 
informed technical advice and translate this effort 
into concrete implementation of demonstration 
activities at ground level, by mainstreaming 
participatory approach, institutional capacity 
development and community involvement. Activities 
commonly carried out by UN-Habitat in Sudan 
include, among others, the construction of housing 
and social services using eco-friendly and low-cost 
construction technologies (such as stabilised soil 
blocks - SSB), participatory urban and regional 
planning, awareness raising and training, and slum 
upgrading interventions. The main objective of UN-
Habitat work in Sudan is to bring together national 
and international expertise and political will for 
promoting more sustainable urbanization processes 
and dynamics, helping people in need through the 
implementation of durable and environmentally 
sustainable solutions to reduce their dependency 
from humanitarian aid.

UN-Habitat / DFID / Gov. of Japan - Sustainable Reconstruction of Shelter, Community Infrastructure and Land Tenure - 
Southern Darfur Photo ©: UN-Habitat
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INDICATORS

Geography and demographics
Area (in km²): 1,861,484
Population (in millions of people): 30.9
Annual population growth (1973-2008): 2.8%
Urban population (2010-2050): 40%-68%

Poverty and human development
Population living in poverty: 47%
Urban population living in poverty: 27%
Annual GDP per capita: 1,642S USD

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
Access to improved drinking water: 61%
Access to improved sanitation: 27%

Displacement, refugees and conflict
IDPs in Darfur (in millions of people): 1.9 
IDPs in Eastern Sudan (‘000): 16 68
Sudanese refugees abroad (‘000): 419

Data Sources: Sudan - UN and Partners Workplan 2012

ADMINISTRATIVE MAP (2012) - Sources: Boundary (IMWG) - Settlement (OCHA)
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