A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR CONDUCTING:
HOUSING PROFILES

UN@HABITAT

FOR A BETTER URBAN FUTURE



Disclaimer

Copyright© United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT), 2010
First revision, November 2011
An electronic version of this publication is available for download from the UN-HABITAT website at http://www.unhabitat.org

All rights reserved

United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-HABITAT),
P.0. Box 30030, GPO Nairobi 00100, Kenya.

Tel: +254 20 7623120

Fax: +254 20 7624266 / 7 (Central Office)

E-mail: infohabitat@unhabitat.org

Web: http://www.unhabitat.org

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the
United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or regarding its
economic system or degree of development.

The analysis, conclusions and recommendations of this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, the Governing
Council of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, or its Member States.

References to names of firms and commercial products and processes does not imply their endorsement by the United Nations, and a failure to mention a particular firm,
commercial product or process is not a sign of disapproval.

Excerpts from the text may be reproduced without authorisation, on condition that the source is indicated.
HS Number: HS/034/11

ISBN Number: 978-92-1-132028-2



A Practical Guide for Conducting:

Housing Profiles

Supporting evidence-based housing policy and reform

UN@HABITAT






E ir
x, o . A = —
7 T
— = - - 3 o ——

AT L _ - = . =3 =

I . —=

T # - - --._‘\H . S

- -‘-‘_\_\_\-\'-‘1“. -
- —a e e e g —
e = — "1..-‘-1‘-""“"--

" bl = e
— -.* ‘L""‘h-

_— ¥ 2 [ —
I .
— —

-

Photo montage of a model of favela Paraisopolis inside the favela itself, showed at the Bienal de Arquitetura de Sao Paulo, 2009
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Foreword

This book fills an important gap in the theoretical library and practical toolkit relating to housing analysis.
As rapid urbanization, population pressures, the land squeeze and the unprecedented growth of slums and
informal settlements increasingly define the urban form in so many developing countries - never has the
need for trenchant and comprehensive analysis of housing been more urgent.

As this Guide states, "Providing adequate housing to millions of low income households globally and
particularly in urban centres is one of the greatest challenges facing society”. Right now, and projected
into the near and medium future, millions of people do not, and will not, enjoy, or be able to lay claim
to their basic human right to adequate housing. Unless concrete steps are taken by governments and
city authorities, the situation can only get worse spelling the advent of further social dissatisfaction and
inequality.

Not only is housing about rights and equality, but there is little doubt that it plays a fundamental role in economic development and poverty
reduction. Furthermore, public and private investments in housing will shape the form, structure and future of cities in years to come.

As this Guide repeatedly emphasises, a national Housing Profile can be the first step to inform and engage policy and decision-makers, and
provide them with the evidence needed to design their choices and support critical decisions. Indeed, developing a Housing Profile needs to
be seen as the basis for a broad housing sector reform that aims to improve its overall performance. Clearly, the performance of a nation’s
housing sector, its impact on cities and towns, and the living conditions of poor households is a key concern not only of national public policy,
but it is also central to the agenda and international mandate of UN-HABITAT.

This is important reading for our partners engaged in the housing sector. | urge all in the housing sector, whether technical or non-technical,
private or public, as well as those responsible in government, members of civil society and the media, to engage with more vigour in this
pressing quest.

Dr. Joan Clos
Executive Director
UN-HABITAT
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