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About this publication

Land and Property Tax: a Policy Guide is a companion for government officials and land 
and property professionals seeking to understand how to establish a viable and vibrant 
land-based taxation system. Using various examples, alternatives and illustrations around 
the World, the Guide provides a compelling case for generating local revenue through 
land and its improvements. 

In the Guide, you will find answers to questions such as ‘why land and property taxes 
are often an important source of local revenue, what the options are for designing 
and sustaining a land-based tax system, and what needs to be considered in their 
implementation’? 

The Guide presents a step-by-step approach to implementing a range of land and property 
taxation policies, strategies, tools and instruments. It provides various taxation alternatives 
that can be adapted to local contexts and local and central authorities’ capacities. 

The Guide will be a valuable resource for local, sub-national and national government 
officials, community leaders, researchers, urban planners, international and national urban 
consultants working on land and property taxation, urban land market, urban economies, 
and land-based finance mainly in developing countries and emerging economies.
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The main objective of the Global Land Tool Network (GLTN) is to 
contribute to poverty alleviation and the Millennium Development Goals 
through land reform, improved land management and security of tenure.

The Network has developed a global land partnership. Its members include 
international civil society organizations, international finance institutions, 
international research and training institutions, donors and professional 
bodies. It aims to take a more holistic approach to land issues and improve 
global land coordination in various ways. These include the establishment 
of a continuum of land rights, rather than a narrow focus on individual land 
titling, the improvement and development of pro-poor land management, 
as well as land tenure tools. The new approach also entails unblocking 
existing initiatives, helping strengthen existing land networks, assisting in 
the development of affordable gendered land tools useful to poverty-stricken 
communities, and spreading knowledge on how to implement security of 
tenure.

The GLTN partners, in their quest to attain the goals of poverty alleviation, 
better land management and security of tenure through land reform, have 
identified and agreed on 18 key land tools to deal with poverty and land 
issues at the country level across all regions. The Network partners argue 
that the existing lack of these tools, as well as land governance problems, are 
the main cause of failed implementation at scale of land policies world wide.

The GLTN is a demand driven network where many individuals and groups 
have come together to address this global problem. For further information, 
and registration, visit the GLTN web site at www.gltn.net.

The Global Land Tool Network
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HLCLEP – UN High Level Commission for the Legal Empowerment of the Poor

IGAC – National Geographic Institute in Colombia

LPT – Land and Property Tax

m2 – square meters

OECD – Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development

RATES – Annual property tax based on rental value

RDA – Redevelopment area

SII – Servicio del Impuestos Internos, the Chilean Internal Tax Service

TIF – Tax increment financing

UN-HABITAT – United Nations Human Settlements Programme

VAT – Value Added Tax

ZCS – Zona caracteristicas similares, the Chilean designation for property zones
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