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The mandate for this evaluation is a follow 
up to the Governing Council resolution of 
20/72005 which requests the Executive Director 
ensures “that all normative and operational 
activities developed and implemented by 
the various divisions, branches and units of 
UN-HABITAT address gender equality and 
women’s empowerment in human settlements 
development by incorporating gender impact 
assessment and gender disaggregated 
data criteria in the design, implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation of the activities”. 

The objectives of the evaluation are to assess 
UN-HABITAT’s efforts in mainstreaming gender 
across its programmes and policies, and the 
appropriateness of its institutional arrangements 
and strategic partnerships for the promotion 
of gender equality in human settlements. In 
addition to the accountability objective, the 
purpose of the evaluation is to generate lessons 
to inform decisions about how institutional 
arrangements for gender mainstreaming and 
related strategic partnerships can be improved. 

The following Summary sets out the findings of 
the Evaluation with regard to the achievements 
and challenges of gender mainstreaming in 

UN-HABITAT, before presenting a summary of 
recommendations and next steps.

AppRoAcH And METHodoloGY

The evaluation involved a combination of 
methods, which included a literature review of 
sample policy and programme documents that 
were assessed for gender focus and analysis 
and face-to-face interviews with UN-HABITAT 
staff members plus a self-evaluation SWOT 
workshop with Gender Focal Points (GFPs) 
in Nairobi. A short field visit to Senegal and 
self-evaluation and email questionnaires with 
ROAP, Afghanistan and Pakistan gave regional 
and country perspectives, while telephone 
interviews and email questionnaires captured 
information from other UN agencies and 
partner organizations. Triangulation of data 
from different sources was used throughout to 
validate information.

The Evaluation Team attempted to gather 
information from a broad range of sources 
both inside and outside the agency. However, 
time and resources meant this could not be an 
exhaustive and in-depth evaluation of gender 
mainstreaming in all of UN-HABITAT’s normative 

exeCuTive summary
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