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FOREWORD

The Human Settlements Global Dialogue Series provides a forum for publishing
cutting-edge policy oriented research in human settlements. The Series is managed
by the Policy Analysis Branch of UN-HABITAT, which also serves as the
Secretariat for the Global Research Network on Human Settlements (HS-Net).
The purpose of the series is to encourage dialogue and exchange of ideas in the
human settlements field. It keeps readers informed and up to date with trends

and conditions in human settlements, but also contributes to the building of
research capacity in developing countries. The target audience of the series includes
researchers, academic institutions, public policy makers and non-governmental
organizations.

The subject of the series is confined to the human settlements field, both urban
and rural. Authors are encouraged to submit papers on topics within the thematic
focus areas of the Habitat Agenda, i.e.: urban planning, development and
management; land and housing; urban environment; water, sanitation, transport
and other types of infrastructure; urban economic development; housing and
municipal finance; risk and disaster management; social inclusion; as well as global
monitoring of human settlements conditions and knowledge management.

All papers submitted for publication are reviewed by human settlements experts
selected from within and outside HS-Net’s Advisory Board.

It is my hope that researchers, policymakers and practitioners will find the research
papers in this series informative and useful.

A~ Ao

Anna Kajumulo Tibaijuka
Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director,
United Nations Human Settlements Programme

To access electronic versions of the papers, visit the HS-Net website at http://www.unhabitat.org/hs-net
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