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FOREWORD

In many cities women
and girls face violence
not only in their homes
and in relationships, but
also in public spaces due
to poor urban design
and poor management
of public spaces.
Whether it is due to
threats, intimidation,
harassment, sexual
attacks or rape, all
aggression seriously
inhibits women from moving around the city
because they feel unsafe. Women and girls are
often targets of violence due to their vulnerability,
and this vulnerability perpetuates their position in
society.

One of the ways in which women can feel safer
and fully benefit from the services and resources
cities can offer is to actively seck changes in their
physical environment by working together with
municipal authorities and other community
institutions and groups. The Women’s Safety
Audit is a tool that enables a critical evaluation

of the urban environment. The Women’s Safety
Audit tool was first developed in Canada following
the recommendations of the 1989 report on
violence against women and has further been
developed by UN-HABITAT in the cities of Cape
Town, Johannesburg, Durban, Dar es Salaam,
Abidjan, Nairobi and Warsaw.

Women’s Safety Audit is a tool that increases
awareness of violence against vulnerable groups
and helps users and decision-makers understand
how men and women experience the urban
environment in different manners. It gives
legitimacy to women’s concerns and is an effective
tool for building community safety. However, in
order to replicate this model, careful attention
must be given to the cultural and social context
in which it will be implemented. The place of

women, not only in the city and public areas, but
also at the heart of society, needs to be considered.

The Women'’s Safety Audit tool can lead to
modification of the design, planning and
management of public spaces in order to
contribute to reducing the feelings of insecurity
and victimisation. It can be instrumental in
making public spaces safer and more accessible for
women and girls. Frequent safety audits followed
by progressive action to implement the findings
should be routine in city crime prevention
policies.

Preliminary results from the 2007 Global
Assessment on Women'’s Safety found that the
most frequently used international tool is the
women’s safety audit. Therefore, Women in Cities
International, in partnership with UN-HABITAT,
undertook this comparative evaluation study of
women’s safety audits. The aim was to identify
what works, in what contexts and what kinds

of concrete outcomes might be expected from
the use of safety audits. The evaluation looked at
considerations of design changes to suit context
and the strengthening of women’s involvement in
local planning and governance.

The results of this evaluation study provide

vital information that are relevant to the
implementation of safety audits in cities
throughout the world and in the eventual
development of guidelines for local authorities on
implementing women’s safety audits.
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Anna Tibaijuka,
Under-Secretary General of the United Nations
Executive Director of UN-HABITAT
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ABSTRACT

Preliminary results from a 2007 global survey of 163 local government-community
partnerships on women’s safety found that the assessment and action tool most often used

is the women’s safety audit. The women’s safety audit tool is used to assess sense of safety by
identifying the factors that make women feel safe and unsafe in the public domain. Based on
these results, reccommendations are made for increasing women’s sense of safety and use of
public space, by firstly, improving various elements of the built environment and secondly,
changing community behaviours and local government policies. The women’s safety audit tool
also seeks to increases civic participation in local governance. Safety concerns are identified
from the perspective of groups that are most vulnerable to experiencing violence, such as
women, seniors (including elderly women), children and people with disabilities. Safety audits
can be used to evaluate many different environments, including neighbourhoods, parking
garages, public transit, and parks.

Women’s Safety Audits: What Works and Where? is an international comparative assessment
that provides relevant information for the implementation of future safety audits, and aims to
fill a current void. Results are also intended to influence the development of a set of guidelines
for local authorities to refer to when considering the use of the women’s safety audit tool.

This report examines best practices, local adaptations, positive and negative outcomes and
suggestions for future use of the women’s safety audit tool based on a review of the literature as
well as surveys and interviews with organizations around the world that have used the tool.

SEARCH TERMS

women’s safety audit / women’s safety audit tool / safety audit / exploratory walk / safety survey
/ crime prevention / city planning / personal security / evaluation / assessment women / safety
/ transit safety / campus safety / urban renewal / urban regeneration / community safety /
citizen participation
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