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Overview

‘ Six-month emergency response planning

Worst-case scenario**

Most likely scenario*

300,000

IDPs Refugees

in
Afghanistan

*No refugees

Pakistan

150,000 65,000

Refugees Refugees
in the Islamic Republic of in
Iran Central Asia***

**These refugee figures are in addition to 500,000 IDPs

Funding needs: $62.8 million

***Includes Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan

The humanitarian situation in the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan has dramatically
worsened due to the ongoing armed
conflict, resulting in significant new
displacement of civilians. With the
withdrawal of international military forces
and limited progress in the intra-Afghan
peace talks, the situation on the ground
has worsened, and increasing violence
and insecurity have resulted in the internal
displacement of some 390,000 people
during the first seven and a half months of
2021.1

OCHA estimates that nearly half of
Afghanistan’s population (around 18.4
million people) are currently in need of life-
saving humanitarian assistance. The
Afghan population has endured four

1Source :
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations
/afghanistan/idps

decades of war and instability and their
resilience is pushed to the limit by the
prolonged conflict, recurrent natural
disasters, deepening poverty, and the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Afghanistan began 2021 with around 2.9
million of its population displaced due to
conflict within the country and almost 2.6
million registered abroad as refugees,
85% of whom are in the Islamic Republics
of Iran (Iran) and Pakistan (Pakistan).
Among the 400,000 or so newly displaced
people in Afghanistan this year because of
the conflict, 60% are children. Over 4,000
refugees have crossed the borders into
Tajikistan, 40% of them children.
According to some government sources,
some 5,000 people are arriving in lran per
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day, which is up to three times the
previously estimated daily average.

Since 2002, UNHCR has helped over 5.2
million refugees to return to Afghanistan,
but numbers have dwindled in recent
years, largely due to the deteriorating
security and economic situation and the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Afghans continue to return on short-term
visits for medical reasons, livelihood
opportunities and family visits.

On 13 July, UNHCR warned of a looming
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan and
alerted that if the current situation
continued, it would result in further
displacement within the country as well as
new refugee movements to neighbouring
countries and beyond.

In parallel with emergency preparedness
and response efforts, UNHCR has
continued a community-based, conflict-
sensitive approach to humanitarian
programmes in prioritized areas inside
Afghanistan and within host countries to
strengthen community resilience and
coping mechanisms and to support the
governments to include refugees in
national social welfare programmes.

UNHCR and partners’ ability to ramp up
urgent emergency preparedness and
response interventions is greatly
dependent on the availability and timely
delivery of resources. Strengthened
support for regular protection and
assistance programmes for the existing
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in

For more information

Afghanistan and refugee populations in
the principal host countries will also serve
as a shock-absorber and help ensure an
enabling environment for new arrivals.

While this Supplementary Appeal includes
preparedness activities (in Afghanistan
and host countries) and IDP response (in
Afghanistan) in line with the most likely
scenario, it does not include UNHCR’s
planned humanitarian response in the
event of a worst-case scenario that would
see significant new refugee movements
from Afghanistan into Iran, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.
UNHCR has led inter-agency contingency
planning and preparedness in support of
the governments of these refugee-
receiving countries. In the event of any
significant refugee influx to these
countries, an inter-agency needs
assessment would be undertaken and a
Regional Refugee Response Plan would
be prepared. In that case, UNHCR and
partners will require additional support
from the international community.

UNHCR is appealing for $62.8 million to
cover the period July-December 2021 for
an emergency response that prioritizes
preparedness in Afghanistan and host
countries, as well as the immediate needs
of up to 500,000 new IDPs in Afghanistan.
The urgent needs presented in this
Supplementary Appeal are additional to
UNHCR’s requirements for South-West
Asia and Central Asia outlined in the 2021
Global Appeal.

Visit Global Focus, which is UNHCR’s main operational reporting portal for donors and
other key partners. The site provides an overview of the protection risks that refugees
and other populations of concern to UNHCR face across the world, as well as regularly
updated information about programmes, operations, financial requirements, funding
levels and donor contributions. The situation page for the Afghanistan situation can be

found here.


https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2.VelRep%20dashboard%20May%202021.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2.VelRep%20dashboard%20May%202021.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2021/7/60ed3ba34/unhcr-warns-imminent-humanitarian-crisis-afghanistan.html
https://reporting.unhcr.org/
https://reporting.unhcr.org/afghanistansituation
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Displacement scenarios

UNHCR has increased its operational-level planning and has strengthened preparedness
activities in anticipation of a further escalation in the armed conflict and an exponential increase in
internal displacement and new refugee outflows.

A UNHCR Level 1 Emergency Declaration was communicated on 27 June for Afghanistan, Iran,
Pakistan and Tajikistan to support on-the-ground preparedness. On 17 July, this was reclassified
to a Level 2 Emergency Declaration for the four countries, while a Level 1 Emergency Declaration
was established for Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan.

UNHCR’s emergency preparedness and response plan works from two scenarios as agreed by
the UN country teams in Afghanistan and neighbouring countries:

Most likely scenario | An emergency response that prioritizes the immediate needs of up to
500,000 new internally displaced people;

Worst-case scenario | An emergency response to new refugee movements into Iran, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan.

In both scenarios, UNHCR will continue its area- and community-based conflict-sensitive
humanitarian programmes in Afghanistan and in the host countries.

Preparedness actions include increasing the in-country contingency stocks of items such as
emergency shelter, hygiene kits and other core relief items (CRI), and personal protective
equipment (PPE). There is a particular need to elevate the CRI stock levels in Afghanistan
through urgent prepositioning as escalated violence causes disruptions in the logistics chain.

UNHCR’s overall preparedness and response remains scalable, rapidly adaptable, and based on
the established connectivity with communities.

UZBEKISTAN

2 000 Ref
TURKMENISTAN Z 10; .

ﬂ.;-) 5,000 Refugees , TAJIKISTAN
Z-) 50,000 Refugees

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN ’ AFGHANISTAN
z}) 150,000 Refugees Z') 500,000 IDPs
. PAKISTAN
Most likely scenario: R 300,000 Refugees

500,000 DPs and no refugees

Worst-case scenario:

500,000 pPs and
515,000 refugees
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Strategic priorities

UNHCR maintains its regional strategic
objectives and priorities in the event of
new internal displacement and cross-
border refugee movements:

e Access to territory, asylum, and
protection in accordance with
international protection standards
including admission, non-refoulement,
registration and documentation,
security and human rights.

e Coordinated preparedness measures
implemented to ensure a timely and
effective humanitarian response.

e Timely, life-saving humanitarian
assistance including support of
existing national services, with a
strategic focus on durable solutions.

UNHCR is among the agencies
responsible for leading the humanitarian
response inside Afghanistan, including in
its role as cluster lead for Protection,
Emergency Shelter/NFI, and Camp
Coordination and Camp Management if
required.

UNHCR and other humanitarian agencies
will adjust their footprint to continue
providing life-saving assistance to the
displaced population, in accordance with
programme criticality assessments. This
will include increased emergency

response and protection activities and
strengthening the teams on the ground
through surge deployments in emergency
management and sector-level
coordinators, as well as staff in the areas
of protection, field, programme
management, information management,
supply and logistics.

The needs of those who have had to flee
suddenly are acute. UNHCR and partners,
as part of a coordinated response, are
already assisting newly displaced Afghans
with emergency shelter, food, health,
water and sanitation support, and cash
assistance, despite challenges in
accessing vulnerable groups.

The Islamic Republics of Iran and
Pakistan have granted access to their
territory and protection to Afghan refugees
for over four decades, providing access to
health care, education and other services.
Their generous hospitality and refugee-
inclusive policies must not be taken for
granted.

In this regard and in the spirit of
international solidarity and burden-sharing,
UNHCR appeals to the donor community
to support the Government of Afghanistan
and the neighbouring countries at this
critical moment.

Planned activities and implementation

Afghanistan | UNHCR’s activities in
Afghanistan under this Supplementary
Appeal will focus on the provision of
urgent humanitarian assistance including
basic shelter, core relief and seasonal
items, and interventions for persons with
specific needs. UNHCR will continue to
lead the protection and assistance

response, including on emergency shelter
and core relief items.

UNHCR leads the Protection Cluster and
effective coordination is being ensured
through sub-regional working groups. With
the limited mobility and sometimes
restricted access of UNHCR staff due to

UNHCR > August 2021
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security constraints, protection monitoring
and community-based protection
mechanisms will be critical to identify and
assist persons with specific needs.

UNHCR also leads the Emergency Shelter
Cluster and coordination on the ground
that includes key interventions such as the
distribution of emergency shelter, core
relief items, protection monitoring, and
focused assistance to persons with
specific needs. Afghanistan has a well-
established cash assistance programme

and UNHCR will continue with this
modality to provide cash for protection to
persons with specific needs and cash for
rent to IDPs hosted in urban and peri-
urban areas.

Logistical arrangements to transport core
relief items are a challenge due to the
increasing insecurity. Depending on road
closures, UNHCR may consider air
transportation to deliver life-saving
assistance to persons of concern in
remote locations.

Planned response in refugee-receiving countries

In line with the Refugee Coordination
Model, UNHCR leads coordination with
other UN agencies and stakeholders at
the country level to ensure sectoral
responsibilities and contributions to the
emergency response in case of a refugee
influx. The need to invest in initial
infrastructure in new sites is expected to
fall on UNHCR for site preparation, health,
education, and water, sanitation and
hygiene (WASH) facilities.

Islamic Republic of Iran | UNHCR’s
response in Iran will focus on supporting
the Government on all aspects of refugee
protection and assistance. UNHCR is
undertaking preparations for 150,000
potential new arrivals over three to six
months. Discussions are ongoing with the
Government on the establishment of
temporary locations, while joint
assessment visits to the potential sites
along the eastern border provinces have
begun taking place. Although current
discussions focus on the establishment of
hosting sites and reception centres to
accommodate the potential new arrivals,
UNHCR will continue to advocate for a
hybrid approach to encampment (i.e.,

mixed shelter solutions) such as
temporary stay in hosting sites along the
border before refugees can move to urban
areas.

As a part of preparedness efforts, UNHCR
will continue to advocate for more
sustained presence at the border areas to
monitor population movements, stockpile
emergency shelter, WASH and core relief
items, and commence preparations for the
reception centres and hosting sites.

In reception centres, additional registration
equipment, transportation and human
resources will be required to register and
support the new arrivals.

Establishing hosting sites and reception
centres will entail ground preparation,
procurement of tents, building renovation,
and upgrades to the primary health and
WASH infrastructure. In some areas, tents
and temporary shelters are not feasible in
the long term due to harsh weather
conditions. Mid- to long-term solutions of
addressing refugees’ care and
maintenance needs, including
prefabricated shelters, will be considered
as the situation evolves.

UNHCR > August 2021
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UNHCR will provide support and training
to the Government and NGO partners to
enhance coordination and mainstream
protection considerations in all aspects of
the preparedness and response.

Pakistan | The Government of Pakistan
has not yet adopted a national policy and
so far, the political rhetoric has focused on
advocacy for Afghans to be assisted in
Afghanistan with indications that if any
newly arriving Afghan asylum-seekers
were allowed access to the territory, they
would likely be hosted in camps. UNHCR
works in support of the Government of
Pakistan and is strongly advocating with
the Government on the necessity to plan
and prepare for a potential influx and for a
clear policy decision to be taken to open
its borders to people who may flee
Afghanistan.

As a part of the preparedness activities
included in this Supplementary Appeal,
UNHCR is looking at measures to be
taken to facilitate the initial registration of
new arrivals entering Pakistan. In the
meantime, UNHCR, together with
partners, is increasing its protection
monitoring efforts to better understand the
movement patterns and the needs of the
small trickles of people who have recently
crossed into Pakistan seeking refuge.

required support and training to
Government and non-governmental
counterparts to enhance coordination and
mainstream protection considerations in
all aspects of the preparedness and
potential response. Measures to have
sufficient staff immediately available are
also being taken.

Tajikistan | UNHCR will provide
necessary support to the Government of
Tajikistan in the areas of reception and
registration, including equipment and
human resources, as well as training to
enhance coordination and to integrate
protection considerations throughout.

UNHCR and its partners undertake regular
protection and border monitoring visits. It
is expected that refugees will be
accommodated in tented camps, and
basic needs assistance will be provided in-
kind. In-country transportation and
warehousing will be set up to move the
relief items closer to where they are
needed.

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan | In the
preparedness stage, in Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan, UNHCR’s focus will be on
monitoring and coordination with the
respective Governments to ensure
protection space.

In the event of an influx. UNHCR wiill
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