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This document is produced on behalf of the Strategic Executive Group and partners.

This document provides the Strategic Executive Group’s shared understanding of the crisis, including the most 
pressing humanitarian needs and the estimated number of people who need assistance. It represents a consolidated 
evidence base and helps inform joint strategic response planning.

The designations employed and the presentation of material in the report do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city 
or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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For the purpose of the 2020 Joint Response Plan, the term “affected populations” refers to the entire population 
impacted by the crisis, including host communities. People or populations “in need” refer to a sub-set of the 
affected population who have been assessed to be in need of protection interventions or humanitarian assistance 
as a result of the crisis. “Target population” refers to those people in need who are specifically targets of support 
interventions and assistance activities contained in this response plan.

The Government of Bangladesh refers to the Rohingya as “Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals”. The UN 
system refers to this population as Rohingya refugees, in line with the applicable international framework. In this 
Joint Response Plan document, both terms are used, as appropriate, to refer to the same population.
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   Foreword by STRATEGIC EXECUTIVE GROUP CO-CHAIRS

FOREWORD BY
STRATEGIC EXECUTIVE GROUP CO-CHAIRS
2020 marks the third year since most Rohingya women, men and children living in Bangladesh were forced 
to flee Myanmar, though successive waves of Rohingya have fled into Bangladesh since 1978. The Rohingya 
have been consistent and clear in their message: they would like to go home – but only when it is safe, and 
they can be sure of access to basic rights and services, and a pathway to citizenship in Myanmar. The solution 
to this crisis rests in Myanmar and, in 2020, the United Nations will continue to advocate for and, to the extent 
possible, support the Government of Myanmar to create an environment that would be conducive to the 
voluntary, safe, dignified and sustainable return of Rohingya refugees.  

While we work toward solutions, humanitarian and development partners will continue to meet the needs of 
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, and their host communities, under the leadership of the Government of 
Bangladesh. The 2020 Joint Response Plan (JRP) builds upon the significant achievements of the response 
to date, made possible through the efforts of both Rohingya refugees and their Bangladeshi hosts, the 
generosity and engagement of donors, and the work of the Government and humanitarian partners. 

The 2020 JRP seeks to strengthen protection and solutions for Rohingya refugee women, men, boys and 
girls; deliver quality, life-saving assistance to people in need; foster the well-being of communities in Ukhiya 
and Teknaf Upazilas; and work towards achieving sustainable solutions in Myanmar. Multi-sector assistance 
including food, water and sanitation, shelter, and access to healthcare and education will continue and 
be improved in 2020 for Rohingya refugees, as well as for Bangladeshis living near the camps. Greater 
efficiency and more effective targeting of protection and assistance for Rohingya refugees will be facilitated 
by the completion of the biometric registration at the end of 2019, carried out jointly by the Government of 
Bangladesh and UNHCR. Coherent settlement planning across all the camps will also aim to maximise and 
rationalize use of limited space, access to services, and the impact of investments.

To support communities in Ukhiya and Teknaf Upazilas, the 2020 JRP will promote equitable access to 
services, and peaceful co-existence between Rohingya refugee and host communities. Activities will focus 
on areas that have been impacted the most, including support to public service infrastructure and delivery, 
investments in sustainable livelihoods, and rehabilitation of the environment and eco-system rehabilitation. 
Preparedness for the annual monsoon and cyclone seasons, will remain central to the response in 2020. 
Building on the humanitarian-development nexus (HDN)*, the 2020 JRP will also forge close links with the 
Cox’s Bazar District Development Plan (DPP), which is being developed under the leadership of the District 
Administration. 

The 2020 Joint Response Plan provides a comprehensive roadmap for responding to needs and gaps that 
has been built upon evidence, lessons learned, and consultations with stakeholders at all levels. The 2020 
JRP seeks US$ 877 million for 117 partners, 61 of which are Bangladeshi organisations,** to respond to the 
critical needs of Rohingya refugees and local communities. This support will be essential to ensuring Rohingya 
refugees and the communities generously hosting them can continue living safe, dignified, and productive 
lives, until solutions can be found. 
* References to the humanitarian-development nexus are to highlight the linkages and complementarity between humanitarian support predominantly provided to Rohingya 
refugees and the development assistance provided to the affected Bangladeshi population in the host communities.

** Of the 117 partners, 53 are appealing organisations and 64 are implementing partners that had been identified at the time of project submission. Of the 117, 48 are INGOs, 
61 are NNGOs, and 8 are UN agencies. There has been a 9 percent increase in the number of national NGOs appealing through the JRP this year compared to last year.

Mia Seppo  
UN Resident Coordinator 
Bangladesh

Steven Corliss 
Representative    
UNHCR Bangladesh

Giorgi Gigauri 
Chief of Mission             
IOM Bangladesh
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