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At a glance  
A total of 531,547 people of concern as of April 2017 
 

This appeal aims to expand UNHCR’s 

presence and response in Libya to 

meet the increased humanitarian and 

protection needs of 40,259 registered 

refugees and asylum-seekers (out of 

an estimated 100,0001), 294,436 

internally displaced people (IDPs) and 

196,852 returnee IDPs.  

In 2016, 90 per cent of the more than 

181,400 people who irregularly 

reached Italy by sea departed from 

Libya. As of mid-May 2017, 45,750 

people irregularly reached Italy by sea, 

representing a 30 per cent increase 

from 2016 during the same period.  

 

$USD 75.5 MILLION is needed in financial requirements to expand UNHCR’s 

response in Libya for January until December 20172 

 

 

 

 
1 According to the 2017 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP): 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/2017_libya_hrp_final.pdf  
2 All dollar signs denote US dollars. This total includes regional activities, and support costs (7 per cent).  

 

SUMMARY OF REVISED LIBYA REQUIREMENTS  

LIBYA Refugees 59,936,440 

LIBYA IDPs 12,458,777 

SUBTOTAL 72,395,217 

Support costs (7 per cent) 3,141,863 

TOTAL 75,537,080 

7% 

56% 

37% 

Registered 
refugees and 
asylum-

seekers 

IDPs 

IDPs 
returnees 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/2017_libya_hrp_final.pdf
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Introduction  
 

This Supplementary Appeal outlines UNHCR’s expansion plans for the operation in Libya and 

presents funding requirements to meet the increased humanitarian and protection needs of conflict 

affected populations, both Libyan and non-Libyan. 

In line with its Protection Strategy for Libya, UNHCR’s objective is to enhance and expand the 

protection response to refugees, asylum-seekers, internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 

returnees, through facilitating solutions to displacement and increasing the level and quality of 

assistance provided to civilians affected by the conflict. Key protection activities will include 

protection monitoring and interventions as well as advocacy on issues related to respect for 

human rights, access to basic services and asylum procedures, and freedom of movement. 

UNHCR will also work towards building the capacities of Libyan actors in these areas.    

Civilians in Libya continue to suffer as a result of conflict, insecurity, political instability and a 

collapsing economy. The direct humanitarian impact has been that hundreds of thousands of 

people across the country are now suffering, living in unsafe conditions, with little or no access to 

life-saving health care, essential medicines, food, safe drinking water, shelter and education. A 

total of 1.3 million people are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance. 

The absence of functioning government institutions and a breakdown in law and order have 

provided fertile ground for the proliferation of criminal networks in Libya, including international 

smuggling and trafficking operations. Migrants and refugees have become another commodity to 

be exploited for profit. Of the three main routes bringing refugees and migrants to Europe, the 

Central Mediterranean route currently represents the largest migration channel. Libya is by far the 

most important transit point for refugees and migrants aiming to reach Europe, with over 90 per 

cent of sea arrivals to Italy having departed from Libya. More than 180,000 people reached Italy by 

sea in 2016 - this is an increase of 18 per cent compared to same period in 2015 (153,842). As of 

mid-May 2017, 45,750 people reached Italy by sea, which also represents a 30 per cent increase 

from the same period last year. Furthermore, 2016 recorded an unprecedented increase of 109 

per cent of sea arrivals of unaccompanied and separated children (25,846) compared to 2015 

(12,360) and this trend is expected to continue in 2017. 

The number of people reaching or attempting to reach Italy is only indicative of the total number of 

refugees and migrants in Libya, whether in transit or settled in the country. Despite high security 

risks in the country, Libya continues to host a large number of refugees, asylum-seekers and 

migrants. Currently, there are 40,259 registered refugees and asylum-seekers in Libya, out of an 

estimated 100,000. Syrians represent half of the population registered with UNHCR in Libya 
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(20,228 people). Palestinians and Iraqis are also amongst the top nationalities, followed by East 

African countries, in particular Eritrea, Somalia and Sudan.   

According to IOM, there are also an estimated 381,463 migrants in Libya from Sub-Saharan 

Africa, the Middle East and Asia. Estimates of migrants differ, with figures as high as 1 to 2.5 

million having been reported. Not all of them intend to travel onwards; about half of respondents 

interviewed by UNHCR and its partners for the 2017 Mixed Migration Trends in Libya survey 

indicated their wish to remain in Libya, either permanently or until return to their country of origin 

becomes an option. The lack of stability, widespread human rights abuses and the current 

economic crisis push some of those initially intending to stay to attempt the crossing towards 

Europe.  

Libyan civilians are also bearing the brunt of the ongoing conflict and instability. Since 2014, 

military operations, insecurity, and pervasive rights violations have forced entire communities to 

flee. Over half a million people have been forced to leave their homes due to the conflict and the 

presence of armed groups. As open conflict subsides, many Libyans have recently returned to 

their area of origin in conditions of insecurity, facing challenges with social acceptance, 

reintegration and access to public services.  

While taking note of the challenging political and security situation on the ground, it is clear 

humanitarian needs in Libya currently far outpace operational capacities. This Supplementary 

Appeal presents the blueprint for a substantial scale-up by UNHCR to comprehensively address 

the situation. 
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Populations of concern  
 

OPERATION Population of concern 

DISPLACED  

POPULATION 

PLANNED  

POPULATION 

as of 1 April 2017 
as of 31 December 

2017 

LIBYA Refugees and asylum-seekers 40,259 45,250 

LIBYA 
Internally displaced people 

(IDPs) 
294,436 280,000 

LIBYA IDP returnees 196,852 300,000 

 TOTAL 531,547 625,250 

 

The Libyan authorities only recognize the following nationalities and groups as “coming from 

refugee-producing countries”: Oromo Ethiopians, Eritreans, Iraqis, Somalis, Syrians, Palestinians, 

and Sudanese from Darfur. Accordingly, UNHCR is only permitted by the local authorities to 

register those hailing from these groups or nationalities as refugees. Once registered, these 

individuals have access to basic services in Libya on the basis of documentation provided by 

UNHCR. The majority of refugees and asylum-seekers reside in Benghazi, Misrata and Tripoli. 

Urban refugees often rely solely on UNHCR’s assistance.  

While the number fluctuates significantly, there are currently an estimated 6,000 to 7,000 people 

detained for irregular entry or stay in Libya. This includes vulnerable women, children, and victims 

of torture or exploitation.   

According to the latest IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix3 (DTM), there are 294,436 IDPs in 

Libya. The majority were displaced in 2015 and 2016 and come from cities affected by conflict 

(such as Benghazi, Kikkla, Misrata, Sirte and Yefren). Of this population, 86 per cent live in private 

accommodation and have either rented premises or are staying with relatives.  

From January 2016 to mid-February 2017, an estimated 196,852 people who had been internally 

displaced returned to their areas of origin. 

In many instances, host communities in locations where refugee and migrants are present are also 

in dire need of humanitarian assistance. 

 

 
3 DTM Libya Round 8 Mobility Tracking Report January – February 2017 : http://www.globaldtm.info/dtm-libya-round-8-mobility-tracking-

report-january-february-2017/  

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_18099

http://www.globaldtm.info/dtm-libya-round-8-mobility-tracking-report-january-february-2017/
http://www.globaldtm.info/dtm-libya-round-8-mobility-tracking-report-january-february-2017/

