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FOREWORD

Across the globe, non-state actors are playing an increasing role in shaping education service delivery.
The private sector, international agencies, local, national and international non-governmental
organizations and communities are all supporting, guiding and/or implementing education service
delivery for children and young people. However, this growth has not been supported by sufficient
evidence to ensure that all children and, importantly, the most vulnerable, are receiving a good-quality,
equitable and safe education through non-state actor engagement in education.

The eight countries in South Asia — Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan
and Sri Lanka — have the largest share of private education (32 per cent) of any region globally. Given
the comparitively low levels of investment in education in the region and the need to ensure all
children have access to education, the growth of non-state actor engagement in education delivery has
supported these countries’ efforts towards achieving Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG 4) for
inclusive, equitable and good-quality education. This growth has raised concerns about whether these
types of schools can provide both good-quality and equitable outcomes. The quality of private schools
is ambiguous, and the cost of private schooling across countries can put the most vulnerable families
searching for equality of opportunity at an even higher risk as they strive to give their children a good
education. The limited evidence and data on the safety of children in these settings is remarkable.

As countries continue efforts toward meeting SDG 4 by 2030, many will continue to seek partnerships
with non-state actors to fill the current gaps in education provision at all levels. Countries and
education stakeholders, such as UNICEF, will need evidence on how best to engage the sector and
ensure that both government and non-state schools are delivering good-quality education, and are
being held accountable for improving access and learning for all. Ultimately, governments working to
secure every child’s right to a good-quality, equitable and safe education will need strong frameworks
that can guide and support delivery for all.

This research provides insights on the current evidence on non-state actor engagement in education
service delivery, and highlights the extent to which non-state actors are part of different types of
education provision in South Asia. It is hoped that the findings will inform governments on what the
role of non-state actors in education delivery can be, and help to ensure that they are held to the same
standards as state schools.

—— George Laryea-Adjec

Gunilla Olsson George Laryea-Adjei
Director, UNICEF Office of Research — Innocenti Regional Director, UNICEF South Asia
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