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BEYOND LABELS

Refugee, migrant and asylum-seeker are terms used throughout this report. Most have 
specific legal meanings enshrined in international and U.S. laws that correlate to a status in 
a country. No matter which term is used, a child is a child.

Migrant: A person who is moving or has moved across an international border or within a 
home country regardless of whether the move is voluntary or involuntary and regardless of 
the length of stay.

Refugee: A person who lives outside his or her country of nationality or habitual residence 
and is unable to return because of a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion.

Asylum-seeker: A person who seeks international protection in a country to which she or he 
has fled because of persecution. 

Unaccompanied child: A child separated from both parents and other relatives who is not 
being cared for by any other adult who, by law or custom, is responsible for doing so.

Sources: UNICEF, Uprooted: The growing crisis for refugee and migrant children, UNICEF, New York, September 2016; 
Inter-agency Working Group on Unaccompanied and Separated Children, Field Handbook on Unaccompanied and Separated 
Children, March 2017, p. 15; United Nations Children’s Fund, Education Uprooted, UNICEF, New York, September 2017, p. 5.



This rights of the child to protection and 
access to social services are at the core

ORIGIN/RETURN TRANSIT DESTINATION

Protect child refugees 
and migrants, 
particularly 
unaccompanied 
children, from 
exploitation and 
violence.

All refugee and 
migrant children keep 
learning and have 
access to health and 
other quality services.

Press for action on the 
underlying causes of 
large scale 
movements of 
refugees and 
migrants.

Promote measures to 
combat xenophobia, 
discrimination and 
marginalization in 
countries and areas of 
transit, destination 
and return.

End the detention of 
children seeking 
international 
protection.

Keep families together 
as the best way to 
protect children.
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UNICEF’S WORK ALONG THE NORTHERN CENTRAL 
AMERICA – MEXICO – UNITED STATES MIGRATORY ROUTE

In northern Central America, Mexico and the United States, UNICEF takes a comprehensive 
approach to protecting children in countries of origin and across the migratory route. Our work 
is guided by UNICEF’s Agenda for Action,1 the same priorities that guide our work for uprooted 
children across the globe.



8 UNICEF | BUILDING BRIDGES FOR EVERY CHILD

© UNICEF/Bindra - Alejandra, 10, is held by a UNICEF-supported volunteer at the St. Augustine hotel for refugees in Mexico (2019).

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_5962


