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“ While catastrophes do not 
discriminate, they most 
severely affect those least able 
to withstand them: The most 
vulnerable children, living in 
the poorest and most isolated 
places, subject to the greatest 
deprivations.”

—Anthony Lake
UNICEF Executive Director
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In Somalia, three-year-old Moktar watched 
drought claim his family’s livestock and crops, 
forcing them to leave their rural home for 
an uncertain future. By the time he reached  
Mogadishu, he was so severely malnourished 
he required immediate assistance. Fortunately 
he received it. But far too many have not.  

Florence, a young teenager fleeing war and 
violence in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, crossed the Ubangui River into the 
Central African Republic only to be lost in 
the jungle for weeks before being rescued and 
placed in an emergency encampment.  

When monsoon floods returned to Pakistan’s 
Sindh Province in August, 11-year-old Saima’s 
home was destroyed by the rising waters. For 
weeks, she lived in a makeshift shelter on an 
embankment. Today, she and her family live in 
a crowded camp, but they consider themselves 
lucky: unlike many other such camps, theirs 
has clean water. 

In 2011, we saw with stark clarity the dev-
astating toll such large-scale humanitarian  
crises take on the lives and futures of children 
like Moktar, Florence and Saima. For while 
catastrophes do not discriminate, they most 
severely affect those least able to withstand 
them: the most vulnerable children, living in 
the poorest and most isolated places, subject 
to the greatest deprivations.  

UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for Children 
2012 reports on the situation of millions of 
such children around the world. It describes 
UNICEF’s efforts to assist them by working 
with our partners to distribute life-sustaining 
supplies and assistance, provide technical 
expertise, help restore a sense of normalcy and 
build resilience for the future. 

For example, in Somalia, between July and 
September 2011, UNICEF helped treat more 
than 108,000 children suffering from severe 
acute malnutrition. During the same period 
we helped secure safe water for more than  
2.2 million people. And we helped vaccinate 
1.2 million children against measles.

To improve our ability to respond to large-
scale and sudden-onset emergencies, this 
year UNICEF has adopted and implemented 
streamlined activation procedures to mobi-
lize our human and financial resources more 
quickly and effectively. Such a response was 
activated in July in the Horn of Africa.

Beyond UNICEF’s efforts in responding to  
crises that require immediate and extraordi-
nary measures, this report also highlights our 
work in countries where complex and long- 
standing emergency conditions endanger  
children’s lives and futures. These ‘silent emer - 
gencies’ do not make headlines, but they 
should. Because the well-being of millions of 
children is at stake – from Colombia to the 
Niger, from the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea to Yemen – as is the stability and 
future strength of their societies.  

Every year brings new challenges, and  
UNICEF is determined to meet them. Doing 
so requires predictable, flexible funding. So 
this report includes projected resources needed 
to respond to emergencies in more than  
25 countries and territories, supported by 
seven UNICEF regional offices as well as  
UNICEF Global Headquarters. Predictable 
and flexible funds enable us to act quickly 
wherever and whenever crises occur.

This report presents some of the most extreme 
difficulties faced by children, but it also 
highlights the promise of a timely and effec-
tive response to their needs – malnourished  
children restored to health, children in con-
flict still able to learn, and all children, what-
ever their circumstances, better able to realize 
their rights to survive and thrive. 

In 2012, this is a promise we must keep. With 
your support, we will.

Anthony Lake 
UNICEF Executive Director

Foreword
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REGION/COUNTRY FUNDING REQUIREMENTS FOR 2012 (US$)

EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA
Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office 11,915,000

Eritrea 10,200,000 
Ethiopia 58,339,000  
Kenya 47,126,000 
Madagascar 20,950,000  
Somalia 289,134,000  
South Sudan 62,500,000  
Zimbabwe 24,600,000 
 TOTAL    524,764,000

WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA
West and Central Africa Regional Office 27,156,000

Central African Republic 11,018,000 
Chad 46,424,000 
Côte d’Ivoire 26,929,000 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  143,900,000
Liberia  25,929,000
Niger 30,025,000 
  TOTAL    311,381,000

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA
Middle East and North Africa Regional Office 1,600,000

Djibouti 8,390,000 
Iraqi refugees in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and the Syrian Arab Republic  11,404,000 
Occupied Palestinian Territory 15,436,000 
Sudan 98,083,000  
Yemen 49,807,000
 TOTAL    184,720,000

SOUTH ASIA
Regional Office for South Asia 3,990,000

Afghanistan 31,661,000 
Pakistan 88,400,000 
Sri Lanka 20,512,000 
 TOTAL    144,563,000

EAST ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
East Asia and the Pacific Regional Office 4,700,000

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 22,428,000
Philippines 19,356,000
 TOTAL 46,484,000

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
The Americas and the Caribbean Regional Office 12,000,000

Colombia 6,200,000 
Haiti 24,105,000 
 TOTAL    42,305,000

CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE AND THE
COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES
Central and Eastern Europe and the 

Commonwealth of Independent States Regional Office TOTAL       8,241,000

GLOBAL SUPPORT 21,900,000

 GRAND TOTAL   1,284,358,000

UNICEF Humanitarian Action  
Funding Requirements for 2012
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