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DISCLAIMERS

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of
any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as "developed’, “industrialized” and "developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO

Although great care has been taken to maintain the accuracy of information herein, neither UNIDO
nor its Member States assume any responsibility for consequences which may arise from the use of

the material.

This document may be freely quoted or reprinted, but acknowledgement is required

Thank you



M//@\\l United Nations

Do Industrial Devel tO izati
WY [ndustrial Development Organization

\eme n fS.'
o<

= UNIDO

and

IS
5
5 Mercury



UNIDO and MER'JRY

The quicksilver %Uon

What is mercury?

\obal )%|
The Minamata Conventlon

In our element:
UNIDO and mercury | 10
The silver lining:

Timeline | 12

) v




WHAf Oow

Bravingth Iements

(/n_,_m len o-pportur’m/
Gold mlnlrlgrm Seﬁéga _:

24

26

‘

Table of contents

| w{;lAT NEXT?

loves company

. Good a("'gp\(
gold value chain
. L]
i 2 Ainds meet:

Capacity building
Mortar matters:
Cement production
Making the cut:
Chlor-alkali

Fnd game:

Waste management

Towards a mercury-free future
with UNIDO

¢35
34
36

38




UNIDO has worked to reduce and eliminate
mercury in developing countries and economies in
transition for more than twenty years. Starting with
the artisanal and small-scale gold mining sector,
UNIDO has expanded into other areas, such as zinc
smelting and vinyl chloride monomer production.
Since the milestone achievement of the entry into
force of the Minamata Convention on Mercury in
August 2017, in addition to our global commitment
to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
the role of the international community and
specialized agencies like UNIDO has only become
more pertinent.

Mercury poisoning poses a significant danger to human health and the
environment, particular to women and unborn children. UNIDO's work
in supporting member states in fulfilling their commitment towards the
Minamata Convention protects societies and communities from the effects
of mercury and helps governments to adhere to the Convention. UNIDO
has been assisting enterprises to adopt sustainable practices that reduce
and eliminate mercury from the environment, in support of the further
development of enterprises

This booklet showcases a selection of UNIDO's intervention in its Mercury
Programme. In compiling this knowledge product, we draw on our projects
inthe artisanal and small-scale gold mining sector thatintroduces innovative,
mercury-free techniques for miners, aimed at supporting the reduction of
poverty through inclusive and sustainable industrial development. In the
booklet, we also show how the incorporation of gender perspectives in
UNIDO interventions aimed at promoting gender equality is important, and
can make a difference to the overall development impact on the community
and its well-being

UNIDO has also learned from its experience that due to the wide number
of sectors impacted by mercury use, the most effective way to reduce and
eliminate mercury is through partnerships. Whether we are working with
international refiners to ensure responsibly mined gold, or with the public
and private sector to identify ways to decommission and decontaminate
chlor-alkali facilities, it is clear that working in collaboration with donors,
partners and our Member States delivers the needed development results
This is just the beginning. UNIDO, together with its partners will strive to
continue to find practical avenues to promote inclusive and sustainable
industrial development, while protecting human health and the environment
from the harmful effects of mercury.
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MERCURY
HAS FASCINATED
PEOPLE FOR
THOUSANDS OF YEARS.

EARLY SIGNS
OF SICKNESS AT
MINAMATA WERE SEEN
IN HOUSEHOLD CATS.
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