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Foreword

Societies across the world are facing many complex
and interwoven challenges—poverty, inequality,
environmental degradation, demographic change,
discrimination and violence—that threaten our efforts
to enable people everywhere to live a peaceful,
decent and dignified life on a healthy planet.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

is our shared plan to build that future. This report
by the United Nations Research Institute for Social
Development, Policy Innovations for Transformative
Change, offers critical guidance on how countries
can turn the aspirations of the 2030 Agenda into
reality. It highlights the importance of addressing
the root causes of problems, and of rebalancing the
social, environmental and economic dimensions of
sustainable development.

It shows how some governments—many of them

in the Global South—are leading the way through
inclusive political processes, new partnerships and
new ways of approaching governance. The report
also points to the critical role of civil society and
movements in holding governments to account, as
well as new forms of business that are explicitly
incorporating social and environmental objectives.

We have much to learn in the years until 2030 about
how to make this transformative change happen.
Research by organizations like UNRISD will continue
to play an important role in understanding the
underlying processes and drivers of change, and in
helping countries to learn from each other. At a time
when resources are being stretched thinly across
many challenges, it is crucial to maintain funding for
research. We have a few short years to get things
right. | commend the findings of this report to a wide
global audience as we strive together to fulfil our
promise to leave no one behind.

Ban Ki-moon

Secretary-General of the United Nations
October 2016
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