
Social Policies in Seychelles

Liam Campling
Hansel Confiance

Marie-Therese Purvis

COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT



© Commonwealth Secretariat and
United Nations Research Institute for Social Development 2011

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including

photocopying, recording or otherwise without the permission of the publisher.

Published by the Commonwealth Secretariat
Edited and designed by Wayzgoose

Cover design by Tattersall Hammarling & Silk
Cover image: © Leon Radegonde, ‘Missionary Attire’, 2010, 122cm x 120cm

Printed by Hobbs the Printers, Totton, Hampshire

Established in 1963, the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development
(UNRISD) is an autonomous institution within the UN system that carries out

multidisciplinary research on the social dimensions of contemporary development issues.
Through its research, UNRISD stimulates dialogue and contributes to policy debates

on key issues of social development within and outside the UN system.
Visit www.unrisd.org for full details.

The Commonwealth is a voluntary association of 54 countries that support
each other and work together towards shared goals in democracy and development. The

Commonwealth Secretariat executes plans agreed by Commonwealth Heads of
Government through technical assistance, advice and policy development. It works as a

trusted partner for all Commonwealth people as: a force for peace, democracy, equality and
good governance; a catalyst for global consensus-building; and a source of assistance for

sustainable development and poverty eradication.

Views and opinions expressed in this publication are the responsibility
of the authors and should in no way be attributed to the institutions to

which they are affiliated or to the Commonwealth Secretariat or UNRISD.
Wherever possible, the Commonwealth Secretariat uses paper

sourced from sustainable forests or from sources that minimise a
destructive impact on the environment.

Copies of this publication may be obtained from
Publications Section

Commonwealth Secretariat, Marlborough House
Pall Mall, London SW1Y 5HX, United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0)20 7747 6534
Fax: +44 (0)20 7839 9081

Email: publications@commonwealth.int
Web: www.thecommonwealth.org/publications

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library.

ISBN: 978-1-84929-065-4 (paperback)
ISBN: 978-1-84859-118-9 (downloadable e-book)



About the authors

Liam Campling is a Lecturer in Work and Organisation at the School of Business and
Management, Queen Mary College, University of London.

Hansel Confiance is an economist in the Department of International Cooperation,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Seychelles.

Marie-Therese Purvis, PhD, is Director of the National Institute of Education,
Seychelles.





Foreword ix

Abbreviations xii

Part 1. Introduction 1

Part 2. Political Economy and Development Policy 3

2.1 Overview 3

2.2 Political economy and development policy during the colonial era 6
and the First Republic
2.2.1 Colonial history to 1945 6
2.2.2 Land, colonial development policy and the rise of party politics, 9

1950s–1960s
2.2.3 Tourism development, the road to independence and the 16

First Republic: Seychelles in the 1970s

2.3 Political economy and development policy during the Second 18
Republic, 1977–1993

2.3.1 The one-party state, centralisation of power and the early years 18
of the Second Republic

2.3.2 Security and economic crises and development policy responses 22
in the early 1980s

2.3.3 Cold war patronage and the economic dominance of the state 26

2.4 Political economy and development policy during the Third Republic, 32
1993–2007

2.4.1 Political-economic developments: the multi-party system, end 32
of the cold war and economic diversification

2.4.2 Development policy under economic crisis, 1998–2007 38

Part 3. The Social Situation 47

3.1 Education 47

3.2 Health 55

3.3 Labour and employment 60

3.4 Poverty 67

Contents

v



vi

Part 4. Social Policy 71

4.1 Policy interventions in production activities 71
4.1.1 Education policies 71
4.1.2 Health policies 73

4.2 Social protection 75

4.3 Redistributive policies 85

4.4 Social reproduction 88

Part 5. Conclusion and Policy Implications 92

5.1 Dilemmas of development and policy implications 92

5.2 Labour and employment 93

5.3 Poverty reduction 94

5.4 Social protection 94

5.5 Education and health 95

5.6 Redistributive fiscal policies 95

Postscript – A New Seychelles? 98

6.1 Macroeconomic developments after 2008 99

6.2 Social development after 2008 102

6.3 Summary 105

Bibliography 112

Tables
1.1 Seychelles Human Development Index ranking and GDP per capita 1
2.1 Key demographic indicators 4
2.2 GDP growth by sector 5
2.3 Social development indicators compared to average for sub-Saharan 6

Africa, and Latin America and the Caribbean
2.4 Main health and education indicators for Seychelles and comparative 7

SIDS
2.5 Budget support by the British government 13
2.6 Election results under universal adult suffrage during the First 16

Republic, 1967–74
2.7 Income distribution by household, 1978 20
2.8 Gross overseas development assistance, 1980–1985 27



2.9 Presidential and general elections during the Third Republic, 33
1993–2008

2.10 Access to information and communications technology 38
2.11 Trends in urbanisation, 1950–2050 42
3.1 Literacy rate for 15–24 years olds, 1971–2009 51
3.2 Public expenditure on education as a percentage of total public 52

expenditure and of GDP, 1998–2009
3.3 Net school enrolment rate, 1994–2009 52
3.4 Ratio of girls to boys in education institutions, 1990–2008 53
3.5 Distribution of males and females in post-secondary education 54

institutions, 1994–2009
3.6 Infant, child and maternal mortality rates, 1980–2009 57
3.7 Public expenditure on health as a percentage of total public 57

expenditure and of GDP, 1997–2008
3.8 Life expectancy at birth by gender, 1960–2008 58
3.9 Ratio of doctors and dentists to population, 1986–2009 59
3.10 Number of reported cases of major diseases, 1985–2008 59
3.11 Recorded cases of HIV, 1990–2009 60
3.12 Prevalence of HIV infection by gender, 1990–2009 60
3.13 HIV patients by year of diagnosis and occupation 60
3.14 Employment by economic activity, 1976–2006 62
3.15 Average monthly earnings by main economic activity, 1974 64

and 1977
3.16 Employment by sector, 1976–2006 64
3.17 Unemployment as a percentage of the total formal workforce, 67

1971–2007
3.18 Proportion of households with piped water, electricity and 69

sanitation
3.19 Absolute poverty in Seychelles 69
3.20 GNP per capita, 1990–2005 70
4.1 Types of benefit in the Colony of Seychelles, 1969 76
4.2 Types of benefits and monthly rates, 1994, 2001 and 2008 80
4.3 Different benefit payments, 1997–2007 (SRs million) 81
4.4 Social security expenditure, 1997–2006 82
4.5 Discretionary benefit payments by number of beneficiaries, 1997–2006 83
4.6 Types and rates of benefit, January 2008 84
4.7 Indirect benefit schemes, duration, recipients and rates, 2008 85
5.1 Timeline of fiscal policy reform 97
6.1 Selected macroeconomic performance indicators 100

vii



Figures
2.1 Copra exports, 1903–2006 10
2.2 Contribution of tourism to GDP and visitor arrivals 23
2.3 Average rate of inflation, 1976–2008 29
2.4 ODA as a percentage of gross national income 35
2.5 Production volume and export value of canned tuna, 1987–2005 37
2.6 General government debt as a percentage of GDP, 1992–2007 39
2.7 Summary of external trade, 1973–2005 40
2.8 Total government external debt, 1985–2007 41
2.9 Foreign direct investment as a percentage of GDP, 1980–2006 46
3.1 Employment by economic activity, 1976–2006 63
3.2 Employment by private, public and parastatal sectors 65

viii

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_21024


