ERN
)
&2 ) UNRISD

b UNITED NATIONS RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
W

L‘<\\

The Political and Social Economy of Care:

Argentina Research Report 2

Valeria Esquivel

March 2008



The United Nations Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD) is an autonomous agency
engaging in multidisciplinary research on the social dimensions of contemporary problems affecting
development. Its work is guided by the conviction that, for effective development policies to be formulated,
an understanding of the social and political context is crucial. The Institute attempts to provide
governments, development agencies, grassroots organizations and scholars with a better understanding of
how development policies and processes of economic, social and environmental change affect different
social groups. Working through an extensive network of national research centres, UNRISD aims to
promote original research and strengthen research capacity in developing countries.

Research programmes include: Civil Society and Social Movements; Democracy, Governance and Well-
Being; Gender and Development; Identities, Conflict and Cohesion; Markets, Business and Regulation; and
Social Policy and Development.

A list of the Institute’s free and priced publications can be obtained by contacting the Reference Centre.

UNRISD, Palais des Nations
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Tel: (41 22) 9173020
Fax: (41 22) 9170650
E-mail: info@unrisd.org
Web: http://www.unrisd.org

Copyright © United Nations Research Institute for Social Development (UNRISD).

This is not a formal UNRISD publication. The responsibility for opinions expressed in signed studies rests
solely with their author(s), and availability on the UNRISD Web site (http://www.unrisd.org) does not
constitute an endorsement by UNRISD of the opinions expressed in them. No publication or distribution of
these papers is permitted without the prior authorization of the author(s), except for personal use.



ARGENTINA

An Analysis of Time-Use Data on Work/Care Arrangements and
Macro Data on the Care Diamond'
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Introduction

This paper presents specially processed data from the Buenos Aires Time Use Survey,
which was collected by the Directorate-General of Statistics of the City Government
(Direccion General de Estadistica y Censos) as a module of the City of Buenos Aires’
Annual Household Survey (AHS) in November-December 2005. First results from the
survey have recently been released (DGEyC, 2007b and 2007¢) and basic tabulations are
available on request.

The Buenos Aires Time Use Survey is the first to be collected in the country using a 24-
hour recall activity diary and consistent with the United Nations technical
recommendations (UNSTAT, 2005). Its methodological approach builds on the 2000
South African Time Use Survey —albeit on a smaller geographical scale. A closer look
reveals a number of methodological variations, particularly with respect to fieldwork
organization, activity classification and the way simultaneous activities are captured
(Budlender, 2007; Esquivel, forthcoming). A summary of the survey’s methodology,
including the Activity Classification used, can be found in the Methodological Annex.

The Buenos Aires Time Use Survey provides information on the time that women and
men aged 15 to 74 years spend in productive activities (paid and unpaid) as well as in
activities such as study, interaction with other people, use of communications media,
personal care, etc.

The data from the Buenos Aires Time Use Survey have made it possible to analyse the
relationship between unpaid care work, on the one hand, and work in the marketplace by
women and men, on the other. As a result, labour-care arrangements — the varieties of
ways in which families arrange income and care provision — can be delineated in a
descriptive yet quantifiable way.

Gender inequalities in the distribution of paid and unpaid care work are analyzed in this
report according to personal characteristics (age, educational credentials, labour market
status, etc.), position in household (relative to the head of household), household’s
material welfare (absolute poverty, per capita household income) and household’s
demographic characteristics (presence of children, presence of other family members and
non-members, etc.). The use of multivariate analytical tools sheds light on aspects of the
labour-care arrangements hitherto unexplored from a quantitative perspective in
Argentina.

This report also calculates the size of women’s and men’s contribution to the economy
which goes unpaid and unrecognized, by assigning a monetary value to the volume of

unpaid care work, care of persons and childcare performed in the City of Buenos Aires.
These “macro” aggregates are in turn contrasted with traditional measures of economic



performance and wellbeing (GDP, gross earnings/wages, public sector revenue and
expenditure, etc.) to get the complete picture of the economy.

This report is divided into seven sections, followed by some final observations. The first
section sets the stage for the subsequent analysis by providing some definitions; the basic
socioeconomic characteristics of the 15- to 74-year-old population of Buenos Aires
covered by the survey; and work and non-work in the City of Buenos Aires. Section 2
shows mean population times devoted to SNA work, unpaid care work and care of
persons; while Section 3 explores care of persons in more detail. Section 4 turns to the
primary focus of our analysis, childcare, investigating who cares for children and for how
long. Section 5, in turn, summarizes key findings based on multivariate analysis. Section
6 assigns monetary values to unpaid care work and compares the total monetary value of
unpaid care work to other macro economic indicators such as GDP, while Section 7
presents standard indicators which will be used in international comparisons.
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