
THE EFFECT OF 
GENDER EQUALITY 
PROGRAMMING ON 
HUMANITARIAN 
OUTCOMES



© 2015 UN Women. All rights reserved.  
 
ISBN 978-1-63214-014-2

The views expressed in this publication are those of 
the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the 
views of UN Women, the United Nations or any of its 
affiliated organizations.

This publication may be freely used for non-
commercial, fair use purposes, with proper 
acknowledgement of UN Women. Any other use must 
be authorized in writing by UN Women following a 
written request for permission. Any use of the content, 
in whole or in part, in all hard or soft-copy including 
in any online display, shall include attribution to UN-
Women as the original publisher and display, or shall 
cause to be displayed, the copyright of UN Women as 
follows: “Copyright © [YEAR] by the United Nations 
Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of 
Women. All worldwide rights reserved.” No user shall 
have the right to grant rights in the publication or 
contents that would purport to restrict the rights of 
UN Women.

Produced by the Humanitarian Unit of UN Women on behalf of the 
IASC Reference Group on Gender in Humanitarian Action 
Research by Institute of Development Studies, at the University of 
Sussex
Cover Photo: Kate Holt/Africa Practice 
Design: Melanie Doherty Design



ACADEMIC PAPER

THE EFFECT OF 
GENDER EQUALITY 
PROGRAMMING ON 
HUMANITARIAN 
OUTCOMES

HUMANITARIAN UNIT

UN WOMEN

New York, April 2015

IDS_Master Logo



the effect of gender equality  
programming on humanitarian outcomes d

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION	 i

1		 SYNTHESIS REPORT	 1

2 	 DADAAB, KENYA	 19

3	 NEPAL	 51

4	 MINDANAO, PHILIPPINES	 75

5	 TURKANA, KENYA	 157



the effect of gender equality  
programming on humanitarian outcomes i

FOREWORD

Integrating gender 
equality and women’s 
empowerment into 
humanitarian action is 
a human rights imper-
ative. Women’s positive 
role in identifying and 
addressing their spe-
cific needs, challenges 
and strengths is still 

insufficiently incorporated into humanitarian inter-
vention. Despite a global framework and individual 
agency policies that support gender equality in hu-
manitarian action, the systematic application of this 
on the ground remains inconsistent. 

One key to changing this is better data. But so far, 
robust empirical evidence demonstrating the intrinsic 
value of gender equality programming in positive hu-
manitarian outcomes has been conspicuously absent.  
Without reliable data, it is difficult to establish the im-
pact of gender equality programming in generating 
effective and inclusive humanitarian outcomes, and 
so more difficult to promote it.   

To bridge this gap, UN Women - on behalf of the 
Inter-Agency Standing Committee Reference Group 
on Gender in Humanitarian Action (IASC GRG) and 
with the support of the Government of Canada - com-
missioned this critical research study. It specifically 
examines how gender equality programming can im-
prove humanitarian outcomes through a unique 
new methodology. This prototype Gender Intensity 
Measure assesses the degree to which gender 

equality and women’s empowerment has been in-
tegrated into humanitarian programmes – by using 
inputs from the beneficiaries themselves.  This is an 
exciting new development that UN Women hopes 
will be further refined into a practical monitoring tool 
for field application. 

UN Women and its partners in the IASC GRG will 
continue to advocate for the further integration of 
gender equality and women’s empowerment into hu-
manitarian action.  I am convinced that this study will 
prove a powerful and practical addition to the advoca-
cy tools at our disposal towards that end. It will show 
us where and how gender equality programming 
is working and give women a greater voice, both as 
providers and as beneficiaries of humanitarian action.

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka
Executive Director, UN Women
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