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I. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Project Overview

Yemen has for long been classified as a low-income, food-deficit country which produces
merely ten percent of its food needs. The protracted conflict has crippled the economy,
created an unprecedented humanitarian crisis, which remains the principal driver of
food insecurity in Yemen®. The cumulative contraction in real GDP is estimated to have
reached 48.4 percent in 2019, compared to 2014, and the unemployment rate is
estimated to have reached 32 percent in 20192. After nearly seven years of conflict,
Yemen is currently suffering both chronic and acute deprivation and people are
exhausting means of livelihood and consumption coping strategies. In 2020, the overall
situation has further deteriorated and the brief gains from a relatively more stable
setting in 2019 were shortly reversed. Various elements have contributed to the
increasing fragility amongst the majority of the population: (i) suspension of basic public
services and civil service salary payments; (ii) rapid depreciation of the currency and the
consequential increase in food prices; and (iii) shortages of imported goods; and (iv) the
large depletion in external assistance during 2020 which had financed food imports,
other necessities, and helped stabilize the economy in 2019. Some respite was provided
by the IMF in late spring and summer of 2020. The deteriorating macroeconomic
conditions continue to increase prices of basic necessities and reduce access to income
for many Yemenis.

Over 24 million people (or 83 percent of the total estimated population) are food
insecure?, including a staggering 16.2 million people in IPC Phase 3+ requiring urgent
emergency assistance. Food insecurity in Yemen is driven by constrained food
production, supply and distribution and households’ diminishing purchasing power.
Over 2.25 million children under the age of five in Yemen are threatened to suffer from
acute malnutrition in 2021. Of those children, 395,000 are expected to suffer from
severe acute malnutrition and could die if treatment is not received. The projected
figures of the IPC nutrition analysis* mark a 16 percent increase in acute malnutrition
and a 22 percent increase in severe acute malnutrition among children under five
compared to last year’s estimate. This is the highest number on record in Yemen. In
addition, more than one million cases of pregnant and lactating women are projected to
suffer from acute malnutrition during 2021 in Yemen.

Food insecurity is more severe both in areas with active fighting and bordering areas
with limited access. It is particularly affecting Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and
marginalized groups such as the landless laborers and the Mohamasheen®. Food
insecurity is also severe in areas where people survive on low and irregular sources of
income and low access to public services. The population in IPC Phase 5 (Catastrophe )
is found in five districts of Al Jawf, Hajjah and Amran. The governorates with the highest

11PC ACUTE FOOD INSECURITY ANALYSIS OCTOBER 2020 — JUNE 2021, Issued December 2020.

2 Yemen Socioeconomic Update, Issue 54, November 2020, MOPIC.

3|PC Phase 2 and above.

4 Yemen: High levels of food insecurity persist | IPC Global Platform (ipcinfo.org)

5 Mohamasheen or “the marginalized ones” is a minority of African descent who suffer from caste-based
discrimination and have long been characterized by deep-seated poverty and exclusion.
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ipcinfo.org%2Fipcinfo-website%2Falerts-archive%2Fissue-34%2Fen%2F&data=04%7C01%7Clevke.groher%40wfp.org%7Ce86d9cd3ea3e494a131208d8d24e8c3d%7C462ad9aed7d94206b87471b1e079776f%7C0%7C0%7C637490582106175894%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=USpcsPe3%2Fby%2FurFf%2BD%2BKHXCUY%2Fo3U5Dmo4psA1VbdjU%3D&reserved=0
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/alerts-archive/issue-34/en/

proportion of IPC Phase 4 districts (>75%) are located in Al Dhale’e, Al Jawf, Hajjah, Marib
and Rayma Governorates. Each of the governorates of Al Hudaydah, Dhamar, Hajjah, Ibb,
Sana’a City and Taiz have more than one million people in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis) or above.
The upcoming “lean” season, between March and June 2021 is expected to aggravate
this situation.

4. An estimated 4.3 million people have fled their homes since the start of the conflict,
and 3.3 million remain internally displaced. Hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition
are among the most pressing and overwhelming challenges Yemen now faces, at a
scale that is not being fully met by national authorities and the international
development and humanitarian communities. Low food access has resulted from a
combination of a high household dependence on food imports, high food prices and
significantly reduced household income. It is estimated that Yemen imported 8 percent
less wheat per month between January and May 2020 than during the same period in
2019 due to limited funds, which is an insufficient imported amount of wheat to meet
the 2020 consumption requirement.

5. In response to the above challenges, the Republic of Yemen has designed the Yemen
Food Security Response and Resilience Project with a Project Development Objective
(PDO) to improve food availability, access, and nutritious diets for households in the
project area and to strengthen the country-level resilience to food security crises.
Progress towards this objective will be measured via the following outcomes:

4+ Outcome 1: Access and availability of food at household level improved.
Measured by the percentage of: (i) households with improved Food Insecurity
Experience Scale (FIES) ranks and, of those, female-headed households; and
(i) increase in the volume of food/agricultural products which are
commercialized/sold by beneficiaries and, of those, by female beneficiaries.

+ Outcome 2: Nutrition improved for vulnerable groups of beneficiaries.
Measured by the percentage share of: (i) women in beneficiary households with
minimum dietary diversity; and (ii) children (6-23 months) consuming minimum
acceptable diet.

+ Outcome 3: Country resilience to food security crises strengthened. Measured
by the improvement of food security preparedness through the adoption of the
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