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Disclaimer: 

The following compendium is based on WFP’s archives along with secondary 
research, anecdotal accounts and interviews with retired employees. It 
does not claim to represent the complete work undertaken by WFP, the 
Government of India or its partners during the period mentioned. The 
utmost care has been taken to capture the chronology factually, however, 
there may be gaps, given the limited availability of information. The objective 
of the publication is to provide a visual presentation of key milestones 
achieved by WFP in collaboration with the Government of India and other 
partners in India. 
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PPrreeffaaccee  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As a founding member of the United Nations (UN), India has consistently shown support to the vision 
and principles of the UN and has made significant contributions in implementing the goals of the 
Charter, and the evolution of the UN’s specialized programmes and agencies. 
 
The United Nation World Food Programme (WFP) is one such agency, that has worked closely with the 
Government of India for more than five decades, towards the common goal of achieving food and 
nutrition security and, leaving no one behind in this endeavor. 
 
As WFP marks 50 years of its partnership with the Government of India, we take the opportunity to 
reflect on milestones achieved by the country towards eradicating hunger and malnutrition and WFP’s 
evolving role from food aid to technical assistance, in supporting the Government’s priority initiatives. 
 
WFP’s journey in India has been a long and successful one. It has been fortunate to witness significant 
positive changes in the food and nutritional security status of people, and substantial efforts made by 
the Government to address malnutrition. The successes achieved have been, in large part, due to the 
strong relationship between Government of India and WFP, and the commitment of the Government 
and people of India towards uplifting the nation — towards a better and brighter future. 
 
While we still have some way to go before we can achieve what we set out for, the nation has already 
become an inspiration for many others who are striving to achieve the targets set under Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG), especially Goal 2, which is to end hunger, achieve food security, improve 
nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture globally by 2030. The remaining, much shorter road 
towards achieving the SDG 2 targets in India is clearly plotted out through the current policies and 
initiatives and is achievable within the set timeline. 
 
Through this compendium, which details the success and challenges of WFP’s work and partnership in 
India, I hope, we can inspire deliberation and encouragement to all those who are working for a world 
with zero hunger and no malnutrition. 
 

 
Dr. Hameed Nuru, 
Representative and Country Director, WFP, India 
(2015-2019) 

As WFP marks 50 years of its partnership with the Government of India, we take the opportunity 
to reflect on our cooperation and the milestones achieved by the country towards eradicating 
hunger and malnutrition and WFP’s evolving role from food aid to technical assistance, in 
supporting the Government’s priority initiatives.

 WFP’s journey in India has been a long and successful one. It has been fortunate to witness 
significant positive changes in the food and nutritional security status of people, and substantial 
efforts made by the Government to address malnutrition. The successes achieved have been, in 
large part, due to the leadership of the Government of India and its commitment to its people in 
uplifting the nation — towards a better and brighter future.

While we still have some way to go in addressing malnutrition, there have been numerous 
ongoing efforts and substantial investments and the nation has already become an inspiration 
for many others who are striving to achieve the targets set under Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG), including Goal 2, which is to end hunger, achieve food security, improve nutrition and 
promote sustainable agriculture globally by 2030. The remaining, much shorter road towards 
achieving the SDG 2 targets in India is clearly plotted out through the current policies and 
initiatives and is achievable within the set timeline.

Through this compendium, which details the success and challenges of WFP’s work and 
partnership in India, I hope, we can inspire deliberation and encouragement to all those who are 
working for a world with zero hunger and no malnutrition.

Bishow Parajuli, 
Representative and Country Director- India  
World Food Programme 
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