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ບົດສະຫລບຸຫຍ້ໍ 
 

ເຖີງແມ່ນວ່າມາຮອດປະຈບັຸນ, ສປປ ລາວ ໄດມ້ີການຢ້ັງຢ�ນພົບຜູ້ຕິດເຊ້ືອພະຍາດອກັເສບປອດຈາກເຊ້ືອຈລຸະໂລກສາຍພັນ   
ໃໝ ່(ໂຄວດິ-19) ພຽງແຕ່ 19 ກລໍະນີ, ແຕວ່່າກໍຄ່ືເຊ່ັນດຽວກັນກັບປະເທດອື່ນໆທ່ົວໂລກ -  ສປປ ລາວ - ກໍແມ່ນໄດຮ້ັບຜົນ
ກະທົບທາງ ເສດຖະກດິ ແລະ ສງັຄົມເປັນອັນດັບຮອງ, ເນື່ອງຈາກການຈດັຕັ້ງປະຕິບັດມາດຕະການເພ່ືອສະກດັກັ້ນການແຜ່
ລະບາດຂອງໂຄວດິ-19. ການສໍາຫລວດຄັ້ງນີ້ແມ່ນເພ່ືອສຶກສາເຖິງຜົນກະທົບຂອງວກິດິການຕໍກ່ບັການຄໍ້າປະກນັດ້ານສະ
ບຽງອາຫານ ແລະ ການກະສິກໍາ ເພ່ືອກໍານົດບັນຫາທ່ີເປັນຂອດອບຸປະສັກຕົນ້ຕໍ ແລະ ຈໍານວນປະຊາກອນທ່ີຖືກຜົນກະທົບຢູ່
ແຂວງຕ່າງໆໃນຂອບເທດທ່ົວປະເທດ, ພ້ອມທັງເພ່ືອເປັນທິດທາງສາໍລັບບາງການຕອບໂຕ້ ແລະ ຮັບມືທ່ີຈໍາເປັນ.  

ການສໍາຫລວດໃນຄັ້ງນີ້ແມນ່ໄດຈ້ດັຕັ້ງປະຕິບັດໂດຍຮູບແບບການໂທຜ່ານໂທລະສັບເພ່ືອເກັບຂໍມູ້ນ ເລີ່ມຕັ້ງແຕວ່ັນທ່ີ 21-30 
ເມສາ 2020, ຫ�ັງຈາກວັນພັກບຸນກຸດສົງການ (ບຸນປ�ໃໝລ່າວ) ແຕ່ວັນທ່ີ 13-16 ເມສາ 2020. ໃນລະຫວ່າງນີ້ໄດມ້ີການປະ
ຕິບັດມາດຕະການຄວບຄມຸ ແລະ ການປິດຕົວເມືອງ (ລວມທັງມາດຕະການຫ້າມການເດີນທາງເຂົ້າ-ອອກນອກປະເທດ ແລະ 
ລະຫວ່າງແຂວງຕໍ່ແຂວງ ພ້ອມທັງໄດ້ມີການປິດການໃຫ້ບໍລິການຂອງທລຸະກດິຫ�າຍປະເພດ) ຢ່າງເຂັ້ມງວດ ເລີ່ມຈາກວັນທ່ີ 
30 ມີນາ 2020 ຈົນຮອດ ວັນທ່ີ 3 ພຶດສະພາ 2020. ໃນຊ່ວງຂອງການສໍາຫ�ວດ, ຜົນກະທົບຈາກການປະຕິບັດມາດຕະການ
ດັ່ງກ່າວກໍໄດ້ຖືກນໍາມາພິຈາລະນາເຂົ້າໃນການເກັບຂໍມູ້ນຄັ້ງນີ້.  

ການສໍາຫລວດຄັ້ງນີ້ ໄດ້ດໍາເນນີການສໍາພາດ 1,007 ຄົນໃນ 17 ແຂວງ ແລະ ນະຄອນຫລວງວຽງຈນັ. ໃນຂະນະທ່ີມີຂໍຈ້ໍາກດັ
ໃນຫ�າຍດ້ານໃນການເຮດັການສໍາຫ�ວດຄັ້ງນີ້ ໃນນັ້ນລວມເຖິງຈໍານວນຕວົຢ່າງຂອງການເກັບຂໍມູ້ນຍງັມີຂະໜາດນ້ອຍໃນບາງ
ແຂວງ, ກໍລະນີສກຶສາໃນຄັ້ງນີ້ແມນ່ອີງໃສ່ ຄວາມຮັບຮູຂ້ອງຄົນໃນທ້ອງຖ່ິນທ່ີມຄີວາມເຂົ້າໃຈຕໍ່ກັບສະພາບການດັ່ງກ່າວ.  

ບາງຈດຸທ່ີສໍາຄນັຈາກການເກັບຂໍມູ້ນຕາມຂະແໜງການມດີັ່ງນີ້: 

• ດ້ານກະສິກໍາ: ໂດຍສະເລຍ່ບ່ໍພົບການລາຍງານກ່ຽວກັບການຫ�ດຸລງົໃນກິດຈະກາໍດ້ານກະສິກໍາ ຫລກືານເຂົ້າເຖິງປັດ
ໄຈເພ່ືອການຜະລດິກະສກິໍາ, ຕາມການສັງເກດໂດຍລວມທ່ົວແຂວງ,   ສັງເກດເຫັນວ່າແຂວງຫ�ວງນໍ້າທາທຽບກັບ
ແຕ່ລະແຂວງ ຂ້ອນຂ້າງໃຫ້ທັດສະນະທ່ີມີຜົນດ້ານລົບຕໍ່ກັບທກຸບັນຫາທ່ີກ່ຽວຂອ້ງກັບການກະສກິໍາ ເປັນຕົ້ນແມນ່
ການຜະລິດກະສິກໍາ, ການປູກພືດເສດຖະກດິ (ເຊ່ັນ: ໝາກແໜງ່, ສວນຢາງ, ຊາ, ກາເຟ ແລະ ອື່ນໆ) ແມນ່ໄດ້ຮັບ
ຜົນກະທົບຫ�າຍທ່ີສຸດຈາກວິກດິການຄັ້ງນີ້, ຮອງລົງມາກໍ່ແມ່ນການປູກພືດສວນ.  

o ບັນດາແຂວງທ່ີໄດຮ້ັບຜົນກະທົບຫ�າຍທ່ີສຸດມດີັ່ງນີ້: ແຂວງອດັຕະປ�, ບ່ໍແກວ້, ບໍລຄິໍາໄຊ, ຫ�ວງນໍາ້ທາ, 
ສະຫວັນນະເຂດ ແລະ ໄຊສົມບູນ.  

• ດ້ານການຕະຫລາດ: ການຈໍາກັດການເຄື່ອນຍ້າຍຂອງພ່ໍຄ້າ, ພ່ໍຄ້າຄົນກາງ ແລະ ຊາວກະສກິອນ ມຜົີນກະທົບຢ່າງ
ເຫັນໄດ້ຢ່າງຈະແຈ້ງຕໍກ່ານຂາຍຜົນຜະລິດ (ພືດເສດຖະກດິ ແລະ ພືດສວນ) ແລະ ຍັງມີຜົນກະທົບຕໍ່ລາຄາສນິຄ້າ 
ແລະ ອາຫານທ່ີມີຢູ່ບາງປະເພດໃນບາງແຂວງ ລວມທັງແຂວງຫ�ວງນໍ້າທາ ແລະ ບ່ໍແກ້ວ.  

o ບັນດາແຂວງທ່ີໄດຮ້ັບຜົນກະທົບຫ�າຍທ່ີສຸດມດີັ່ງນີ້: ແຂວງບ່ໍແກວ້ ແລະ ຫ�ວງນໍ້າທາ. 
 ການດໍາລົງຊິວດິ: ການວ່າງງານໄດ້ມີການເພ່ີມຂຶນ້ໃນທກຸພາກຂອງປະເທດ. ຜູ້ອອກແຮງງານ

ລາຍວັນ ແມນ່ໄດຮ້ັບຜົນກະທົບຫລາຍທ່ີສຸດ, ລາຍໄດ້ໂດຍລວມຂອງຄວົເຮອືນຂອງຊາວ
ກະສກິອນກໍ່ໄດມ້ີການຫ�ຸດລົງ ເນື່ອງຈາກປະລມິານການຂາຍທ່ີຫ�ດຸລົງ ແລະ ລາຄາທ່ີຕໍ່າລົງ. 
ການສົ່ງເງນິໃຫ້ຄອບຄົວກໍຫ�ດຸລົງ ແລະ ສົ່ງຜົນກະທົບຕໍຫ່�າຍຄົວເຮອືນ.  

o ບັນດາແຂວງທ່ີໄດຮ້ັບຜົນກະທົບຫ�າຍທ່ີສຸດມດີັ່ງນີ້: ອັດຕະປ�, ບ່ໍແກ້ວ, ຫ�ວງນໍ້າທາ, ສະຫວັນນະເຂດ 
ແລະ ນະຄອນຫ�ວງວຽງຈນັ. 

• ການເຂົ້າເຖິງອາຫານຂອງຄົວເຮອືນ: ຂໍ້ຈໍາກດັຫ�ັກຂອງການເຂົ້າເຖີງແຫ�່ງອາຫານແມ່ນດ້ານການເງນິ,  ຜູ້ທ່ີໄດ້ຮັບ
ຜົນກະທົບສ່ວນຫ�າຍແມ່ນຄວົເຮອືນທ່ີທກຸຍາກ ແລະ ຜູ້ອອກແຮງງານທ່ີໄດ້ຮັບຄ່າຈ້າງເປັນລາຍວນັ. 

o ບັນດາແຂວງທ່ີໄດຮ້ັບຜົນກະທົບຫ�າຍທ່ີສຸດມດີັ່ງນີ້: ແຂວງຫ�ວງນໍ້າທາ ແລະ ສະຫວັນນະເຂດ 
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• ດ້ານສຂຸະພາບແລະໂພຊະນາການ: ຂໍສ້ັງເກດໃນການໄດຮ້ັບຜົນກະທົບຕໍ່ດ້ານດັ່ງກ່າວຍັງມລີັກສະນະຈໍາກັດ. ຂໍສ້ັງ
ເກດດັ່ງກ່າວອາດຈະສະແດງໃຫ້ເຫັນໄດ້ຊັດເຈນຂຶ້ນໃນຊ່ວງໄລຍະກາງ.  ຄວົເຮືອນໃນເຂດຊົນນະບົດແມນ່ຍັງອາໃສ
ການຜະລິດກະສິກໍາ ແລະ ແຫ�່ງອາຫານຈາກທໍາທະຊາດເຊ່ັນ: ປາ, ພືດສະໝນຸໄພ, ໝາກໄມ ້ແລະ ແມງໄມທ່ີ້ກິນ
ໄດ້. ນອກຈາກນີ້ເກືອບໜຶງ່ສ່ວນສາມ (1/3) ຂອງຜູ້ໃຫ້ສໍາພາດໄດ້ໃຫ້ຂໍ້ສັງເກດວ່າ ມກີານປ່ຽນແປງໄປໃນທາງລົບ
ຂອງຄນຸຄ່າທາງໂພຊະນາການຂອງອາຫານທ່ີໄດ້ກິນໃນແຕລ່ະມື້.  

o ແຂວງທ່ີໄດຮ້ັບຜົນກະທົບຫ�າຍທ່ີສຸດໄດແ້ກ:່ ແຂວງບ່ໍແກວ້ ແລະ ຫ�ວງນ້ໍາທາ. 

ດັ່ງທ່ີເຫັນຢູ່ຂ້າງເທິງ, ໂດຍອີງຕາມຄວາມຮັບຮູ້ຂອງຜູ້ໃຫ້ສໍາພາດ, ແຂວງຫ�ວງນ້ໍາທາໄດ້ຮັບຜົນກະທົບເປັນພິເສດ.  ກ່ຽວກັບ
ດ້ານກະສິກໍາ, ຜູ້ໃຫ້ສໍາພາດ ໄດ້ໃຫ້ຂໍ້ສັງເກດວ່າມັນຍາກຫ�າຍທ່ີຈະເຂົ້າເຖິງປັດໄຈຕ່າງໆສໍາລັບການກະສິກໍາ ໃນນັ້ນລວມມີ: 
ປຸຸຍ, ອາຫານສດັ, ເຄື່ອງມ ືແລະ ອຸປະກອນການກະເສດ. ມີບາງສນິຄ້າກ ໍຂາດແຄນໃນທ້ອງຕະຫ�າດ ແລະ ບາງຄົນກໍພົ່ບກັບ
ບັນຫາລາຄາສນິຄ້າເພ່ີມຂຶ້ນສູງ. ການເກັບກ່ຽວອ້ອຍອາດຈະໄດຮ້ັບຜົນກະທົບເປັນພິເສດຍ້ອນວ່າບ່ໍມີການເຄື່ອນຍ້າຍ ແລະ 
ການຂາດແຮງງານເພ່ືອຊ່ວຍການເກັບກູ ້ໃນຊ່ວງນີ້. 

ດ້ານການຕະຫ�າດໄດຮ້ັບຜົນກະທົບຢ່າງເຫັນໄດ້ຢ່າງຊັດເຈນ, ສວ່ນໜຶງ່ອາດຈະເປັນຍ້ອນ ບ່ໍມີພ່ໍຄາ້ຊາວຫວຽດນາມຜູ້ທ່ີມີ
ການຄ້າຂາຍໄປມາເປັນສ່ວນໃຫ່ຍໃນພ້ືນທ່ີ.  ນອກຈາກນີ້ແຂວງຫ�ວງນໍ້າທາ ອາດຈະໄດ້ຮັບຜົນກະທົບຈາກຫລາຍດ້ານຍ້ອນ
ວ່າເປັນຊາຍແດນລະຫວ່າງປະເທດລາວກັບມຽນມາ, ຈນີແລະ ໄທ ຜ່ານແຂວງບ່ໍແກ້ວ - ເຊ່ິງມຄີວາມສໍາຄັນທາງດ້ານການ
ຄ້າ. 

ອີງຕາມເນື້ອໃນ ແລະ ປະເດັນທ່ີສໍາຄັນຂອງບົດສໍາຫລວດນີ້, ພວກເຮົາມີບາງຂໍສ້ະເໜແີນະເຊ່ິງເນື້ອໃນລະອຽດຈະ
ໄດ້ຜັນຂະຫຍາຍໃນພາກຂອງ “ບົດສະຫ�ຸບ”ດັ່ງນີ້:  

• ອະນຸຍາດໃຫ້ພ່ໍຄ້າແລະພ່ໍຄ້າຄົນກາງໄດ້ມີການເຄື່ອນໄຫວຫ�າຍຂຶ້ນໃນລະດັບທ່ີເໝາະສົມເພ່ືອຫ�ຸດຜ່ອນຜົນກະທົບຕໍ່
ກັບ ການເຂົ້າເຖິງອາຫານ, ແລະ ລາຄາອາຫານ ແລະ ສິນຄ້າດ້ານການກະສກິໍາ, ເພ່ືອຫລດຸຜ່ອນພາລະດ້ານການ
ເງນິຂອງຄວົເຮອືນ ແລະ ເພ່ີມການເຂົ້າເຖິງອາຫານໃນຄວົເຮອືນ. 

• ໃຫ້ການສະໜບັສະໜນູບັນດາຄອບຄົວທ່ີບ່ໍມີອາຫານພຽງພໍໂດຍການແຈກຢາຍເປັນວັດຖຸ ຫ�ື ເປັນເງນິສດົ ເພ່ືອ
ຫ�ຸດຜ່ອນຄວາມບ່ໍໝັນ້ຄົງດ້ານສະບຽງອາຫານກະທັນຫັນ, ພ້ອມທັງພິຈາລະນາການຊ່ວຍເຫ�ືອດ້ານອາຫານເພ່ືອ
ຊັບສິນ ຫ�ື ອາຫານເພ່ືອງານ (FFA) ເພ່ືອສ້າງຄວາມເຂັ້ມແຂງໃຫ້ຊຸມຊົນໃນການຮັບມກືັບການຄໍ້າປະກັນສະບຽງ
ອາຫານໃນໄລຍະຍາວ.  

• ໃຫ້ການສະໜບັສະໜນູຊຸມຊົນໃນການວາງແຜນລະດກູານຜະລດິ, ໂດຍສະເພາະໃນລະດັບຄົວເຮອືນໃນການເຮດັ
ສວນຄົວ, ການລ້ຽງສັດນອ້ຍ ແລະ ການລ້ຽງປາ. ການສະໜບັສະໜນູ ບັນດາກດິຈະກໍາ ອາດຈະມຄີວາມສໍາຄັນໃນ
ການ ຊ່ວຍຫ�ດຸຜ່ອນຜົນກະທົບອື່ນໆ ຂອງ ພະຍາດໂຄວດິ-19 ໂດຍສະເພາະ ກ່ຽວກັບຕ່ອງໂສມູ້ນຄາ່ດ້ານກະສິກໍາ 
ລວມທັງການສະໜບັສະໜນູພາກສວ່ນເອກະຊົນເພ່ືອສ້າງຕັ້ງກຸມ່ສະໜອງປັດໄຈສໍາລັບເຮດັການກະເສດໃນລະດັບ
ກຸ່ມບ້ານ. ມກີານກໍານດົແລະຊ່ວຍໃຫ້ຊາວກະສກິອນມີການຕດິຕໍພົ່ວພັນ ກັບຕະຫ�າດເພ່ືອໃຫ້ມີທາງເລືອກສໍາຮອງ
ສໍາລັບຜົນຜະລິດຕະຜົນທ່ີເກັບກຽ່ວໃໝ ່ (ເຊ່ິງເຄີຍໄດ້ຮັບຜົນກະທົບຈາກສະພາບການດັ່ງກ່າວມາກ່ອນ ແລະໃຫ້
ການສະໜບັສະໜນູກດິຈະກໍາການຖະໜອມອາຫານ ແລະ ແປຮູບອາຫານ. ມາດຕະການໄລຍະສັ້ນ ສາມາດກວມ 
ເຖີງການສະໜອງແນວພັນປູກ, ອຸປະກອນເຮດັສວນຄົວເຮືອນ, ອປຸະກອນຮັກສາສຂຸະພາບສດັ ແລະ ການສະໜບັ 
ສະໜນູດ້ານເຕັກນິກຈາກພະນັກງານກະສກິໍາເມືອງ ແລະ ບັນດາຜູ້ໃຫ້ບໍລິການໃນຂັ້ນທ້ອງຖ່ິນ. 

• ໃຫ້ຄວາມຮູດ້້ານໂພຊະນາການ ແລະ ມກີານສະໜບັສະໜນູ / ສົງ່ເສີມອາຫານທ່ີມີໂພຊະນາການທ່ີມີໃນທ້ອງຖ່ິນ 
(ເຊ່ັນ: ຊ້ີນ, ໄຂ)່  ເຊ່ິງວຽກງານດັງ່ກ່າວອາດເປັນຂອບເຂດທ່ີສໍາຄັນທ່ີຮຽກຮ້ອງໃຫ້ມີການສະໜບັສະໜນູເພ່ີມເຕີມ.  
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Executive summary 
While there have been just 19 confirmed cases of the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-
19) to date in Lao PDR, the country – as with other countries around the world – has been 
affected by secondary social and economic impacts as a result of measures instituted to 
stop the spread of the virus. This survey seeks to measure the impact of the crisis on food 
security and agriculture in order to identify bottlenecks and affected 
populations/provinces, and ultimately guide any required response. 

The survey was conducted by phone from 21 – 30 April 2020. This period followed the Pi 
Mai (Lao New Year) holidays from 13 – 16 April 2020. Full “lockdown” measures (including 
restrictions on international and inter-provincial travel, as well as the closing of many 
businesses) were in place from 30 March 2020 until 3 May 2020. As such, we can expect 
that the full impact of these measures was being felt during the survey period. 

A total of 1,007 completed interviews were conducted, covering all 17 provinces and 
Vientiane Capital. While there are limitations to this study including small sample sizes in 
some provinces, the study sought to capture the perceptions of local “experts” with an 
informed understanding of the situation.  

Some key findings by sector include the following: 

• Agriculture: While on average, significant reductions in agricultural activity or 
access to inputs were not reported, significant disparities were observed across 
provinces, with those in Luangnamtha perceiving significant negative impacts 
across issues. In terms of agricultural sub-sectors, cash crops (e.g. cardamom, 
rubber, tea, coffee, etc.) were by far the most impacted, followed by horticulture. 
 Provinces perceived to be most impacted: Attapeu, Bokeo, Bolikhamxai, 

Luangnamtha, Savannakhet and Xaixomboun 
• Markets: The restrictions in movement by traders, middlemen and farmers had a 

visible impact on the sales of farmer produce (cash crops and horticulture) and on 
the availability and prices of some food products in some provinces, including 
Luangnamtha and Bokeo. 
 Provinces perceived to be most impacted: Bokeo and Luangnamtha 

• Livelihoods: Unemployment spiked in many parts of the country, with 
daily labourers most impacted. Overall income for farmer households also 
declined as a result of both reduced volume of sales and lower prices. A 
decline in remittances also affected a subset of households.  

 Provinces perceived to be most impacted: Attapeu, Bokeo, Luangnamtha, 
Savannakhet and Vientiane Capital 
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• Household Access to Food: The main constraint in access to food was financial, 
with poorer households and those with daily labour as the main source of income 
having the most acute access issues.  
 Provinces perceived to be most impacted: Luangnamtha and 

Savannakhet 
• Health and Nutrition: The perceived immediate impact on health and nutrition 

was limited. This would also be a trend only visible in the medium-term. Rural 
households rely on food from their own agricultural production but also collect food 
from nature, such as fish, herbs, fruits and edible insects. There were also perceived 
negative changes in the nutritious value of what was consumed for almost one-third 
of respondents. 

 Provinces perceived to be most impacted: Bokeo and Luangnamtha 

As seen above, Luangnamtha seems to have been particularly affected based on the 
respondents’ perceptions. With regards to agriculture, respondents noted that it was very 
difficult to obtain agricultural inputs, including fertilizers, animal feed, tools and 
agricultural equipment, with some items in short supply and others experiencing 
significant price increases. Sugarcane harvest may have been particularly impacted as 
there was no movement and thus no access to external labour during this time.  

Markets were also significantly impacted, possibly in part due to the absence of 
Vietnamese traders, who constitute the majority of mobile traders. In addition, 
Luangnamtha may have been disproportionately affected as its international borders – 
with Myanmar, China as well as Thailand through Bokeo – are significant in terms of trade. 

Based on the findings from this survey, we recommend the following, which are further 
elaborated in the “Conclusions” section: 

• Allow traders and middlemen greater movement to the extent possible to 
alleviate the impact on the availability and prices of agricultural and food items, ease 
the financial burden on households and to increase household access to food. 

• Support households with insufficient access to food through in-kind or cash 
distributions to alleviate immediate food insecurity, while considering Cash or Food 
Assistance for Assets (FFA) to build longer-term resilience to food insecurity. 

• Support to agricultural season, particularly at the household level through home 
gardens, small livestock raising and fish culture. It may also be important to support 
activities that mitigate other impacts of COVID-19 on the overall agricultural value 
chain, including the establishment of private input suppliers at the village cluster 
level, identifying and connecting farmers with alternative markets for fresh produce 
(which has been disproportionately affected) and supporting food preservation and 
processing activities. Short-term measures may also include the provision of seed-
kits, home gardening equipment, animal healthcare material and technical support 
through DAFO and local service providers. 

• Nutrition awareness raising and promoting/supporting the availability of nutritious 
food (e.g. meats, eggs) may be important areas requiring further support. 
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Background / introduction 
COVID-19 is an infectious disease discovered in Wuhan, China in December 2019. On 30 
January 2020, the World Health Organization (WHO) declared COVID-19 a Public Health 
Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). In Lao PDR, the first case of COVID-19 was 
confirmed on 23 March 2020, and as of the writing of this report (mid-May 2020), there 
have been 19 confirmed cases in Vientiane Capital (14), Luangprabang (3) and 
Xaisomboun (2), with the last case identified on 13 April. No deaths or severe cases have 
been reported to date.  

In addition to the health consequences of the virus, the measures put in place to stem 
the spread of transmission – such as the closure of international borders, restrictions on 
in-country travel and the closing of businesses – have secondary social and economic 
impacts, including on food security and agriculture. While COVID-19 has had a direct or 
indirect impact on the entire nation (primarily through these secondary effects), certain 
districts and provinces, as well as certain population groups, may face disproportionate 
challenges. Vulnerable population groups may include – but are not limited to – those 
engaged in daily labour, workers in the informal economy, migrant workers, the elderly, 
those with pre-existing conditions and the poor.   

A brief overview of events – particularly related to Government orders restricting travel 
or instituting a stay-at-home order – is important to provide a context within which this 
survey took place, and to inform the interpretation of this survey and subsequent 
surveys, which may be conducted under different environments. This is in fact one of the 
key objectives of this periodic survey, i.e. to analyse the impact on various facets of food 
security and agriculture as the situation of both the virus as well as restrictions evolves 
over time. 

The survey period – 21 to 30 April 2020 – took place shortly after the Pi Mai (Lao New 
Year) holidays from 13 – 16 April 2020. In advance of Pi Mai, on 29 March 2020, Prime 
Minister’s Order Number 6 was released, prohibiting the population from leaving their 
homes except to purchase essential goods, to visit hospitals and other limited tasks 
authorized by the Government. Travel – both international as well as inter-provincial - 
was also curtailed for most purposes, although commercial transport was exempted. 
Other restrictions were put in place, including limiting gatherings of more than 10 people 
and the closing of businesses including entertainment venues and night markets. This 
initial order was effective from 30 March until 19 April.1  

Subsequently, on 15 April 2020, the Prime Minister announced that the “lockdown” would 
be extended by a further 14 days, through 3 May 2020, with regulations in place in line 

 
1 https://laotiantimes.com/2020/03/29/laos-to-enter-full-lockdown-starting-march-30/ 
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