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FOREWORD

The number of people battling acute hunger and suffering from 
malnutrition is on the rise yet again. In many places, we still lack the ability 
to collect reliable and timely data to truly know the magnitude and severity 
of food crises gripping vulnerable populations. And the upheaval that 
has been set in motion by the COVID-19 pandemic may push even more 
families and communities into deeper distress. 

At this time of immense global challenges, from conflicts to climate shocks 
to economic instability, we must redouble our efforts to defeat  hunger and 
malnutrition. This is crucial for achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals and building a more stable and resilient world.  

We have the tools and the know-how.  What we need is political will and 
sustained commitment by leaders and nations. This report should be seen 
as a call to action and I commend its contents to a wide global audience.

António Guterres 
Secretary-General of the United Nations
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GRFC 2020 in brief

The Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC) 2020 is the result of 
a joint, consensus-based assessment of acute food insecurity 
situations around the world by 16 partner organizations.

At 135 million, the number of people in Crisis or worse  
(IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) in 2019 was the highest in the four 
years of the GRFC's existence. This increase also reflected the 
inclusion of additional countries and areas within some countries.

When comparing the 50 countries that were in both the  
2019 and the 2020 reports, the population in Crisis or worse  
(IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) rose from 112 to 123 million. This 
reflected worsening acute food insecurity in key conflict-driven 
crises, notably the Democratic Republic of the Congo and South 
Sudan and the growing severity of drought and economic shocks 
as drivers in countries such as Haiti, Pakistan and Zimbabwe. 

Around 183 million people in 47 countries were classified in 
Stressed (IPC/CH Phase 2) conditions, at risk of slipping into Crisis 
or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above) if confronted by an additional 
shock or stressor.  

Source: FSIN, GRFC 2020

The 10 worst food crises in 2019 by number of people in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above)

Percentage of population analysed in Crisis or worse (IPC/CH Phase 3 or above)

Source: FSIN, GRFC 2020
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The data and the analyses in this report were prepared before the global crisis of the COVID-19 
pandemic and do not account for its impact on vulnerable people in food-crisis situations. 
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