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Executive Summary  
 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), also known as the Global Goals, are a universal call to 
action to end poverty, protect the planet and ensure global citizens enjoy peace and prosperity. 
SDG 2 aims to end all forms of hunger and malnutrition by 2030, making sure all people have 
access to sufficient and nutritious food all year round and promote sustainable agriculture. In this 
effort, the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), FAO, UNICEF and UNDP prioritized 
support to the Gambia Government through the National Zero Hunger Strategic Review (ZHSR). 
This is an initial step aimed at identifying actions needed to achieve the SDG 2 targets.  

The main objective of the review is to identify the challenges required to achieve the 
"zero hunger" goal in The Gambia by 2030. More specifically, it:  

 Provides a comprehensive understanding of the programmes and policies that impact food 
security, nutrition, social protection and gender in The Gambia.  

 Identifies actions and gaps in relation to food security and nutrition in The Gambia;  

 Proposes actionable recommendations for government and development partners and 
provide a National Zero Hunger Roadmap to help the country meet its goals by 2030.  

The review was undertaken from April to December 2017 by a team of researchers in the fields of 
gender, agriculture, food security, nutrition, social protection and macroeconomic policy 
framework and was led by Mr. Musa Saihou Mbenga, the lead Convener. The methodology 
involved a desk review of literature, country-wide consultations with a diverse set of stakeholders, 
including public institutions/ministries, NGOs and UN agencies. 
 
While there have been reviews conducted in the country on the thematic areas, this review is the 
first of its kind to focus on assessing how the country can reach the targets under the new global 
framework. It encompasses a cross-dimensional analysis of the relevant thematic areas, ranging 
from food security, nutrition and social protection, to gender equality. The review also develops a 
Zero Hunger Roadmap that highlights key targets to be achieved in priority sectors; recommends 
the establishment of a National Zero Hunger Committee which will monitor and evaluate progress 
in achieving the specific targets; and highlights the importance of mainstreaming gender in all 
national policies and strategies. 
 
What has been the progress to date within food security and nutrition 
indicators?  

With its commitment to reducing food insecurity, malnutrition and poverty levels, amongst others, 
under the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), The Gambia made great strides in reducing 
child mortality rate and maternal mortality ratios, improving access to rural water supply and 
gender parity at primary and secondary education levels by 2015.1  
 
What are some relevant SDG 2 concerns?  
 
Levels of food insecurity vary within the regions, with areas in Central River North showing levels 
as high as 23 percent.2  About one tenth of the people are food insecure and almost one in three 

                                                           
1 Infant mortality: 93 per 1000 births in 2005 to 34 per 1000 in 2014 (exceeded target - 43). Maternal mortality ratio: 730 per 100,000 births in 2001 to 433 in 2013 

(target of 263 not achieved). percent improved drinking water Source: 69percent in 1990 to 91percent in 2013 (exceed target of 85percent). Source: MDG Status 

Report, 2014, Ministry of Finance, Economic Affairs.  

2 2013 Demographic Health Survey (GDHS+) 
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Gambians are vulnerable to food insecurity. The Gambia is only able to meet half of the 
population’s food needs and depends largely on food imports. The agricultural sector is 
predominantly labour intensive, rain-fed with limited access to quality inputs and financial 
resources. 3According to the SMART Survey (2015), The Gambia has a high stunting 
prevalence among children under five years, estimated at 22.9percent. The prevalence of 
acute malnutrition, with Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) levels estimated at 10.3 
percent.4 Nationally, micronutrient deficiencies are also highly prevalent in children and 
women. Similarly, 17.7 percent of non-pregnant women of child bearing ages were 
underweight, while 14.9 percent and 9.2 percent were overweight and obese respectively 
(SMART, 2015). This is an indication that The Gambia is facing the double burden of 
malnutrition with both, undernutrition and over-nutrition. 
 
What are the overall policy gaps?  
 
The Gambia has designed a wide range of policies and programmes, with a focus on 
addressing the challenges of the food and nutrition situation, which in many instances 
have led to effective outcomes.5  However, some policies, whilst well-written and 
articulated, have not adequately addressed the issues underpinning the root causes of 
poverty, food insecurity and malnutrition in the country.  

The major gaps include poor alignment of policies to national strategic plans for poverty 
reduction, most notably to the National Development Plan (NDP), which provides a 
comprehensive blueprint. The more specific sector policy gaps include the absence of a 
stand-alone food and nutrition security policy, insufficient targeting of women by the 
National Social Protection Policy (NSSP) and alignment to policies of the Women’s 
Bureau, and the limited cross-sectoral ownership of the School Meals Programme 
(SMP).  

 
Effective Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) mechanisms for policies and 
implementation strategies also play a critical role in improving and sustaining zero 
hunger.  
 
Recommendations  
The Gambia is committed to achieving the SDG 2 target of ensuring food and nutrition 
security by 2030.  It is therefore crucial to align efforts and resources towards key drivers 
of growth in the economy in collaboration with development partners and the private 
sector.  The proposed policy recommendations and actionable options highlight key 
reforms and interventions to be undertaken in programmes and policies. 
 
Cross-Cutting Recommendations 
 

                                                           
3 CFSME, 2015 
4 According to 2013 Demographic Health Survey (GDHS+), almost 30percent of children under five are stunted. 
5 Key ongoing projects include the National Agricultural Land and Water Management Development (Nema), Food and Agriculture Sector Development (FASDEP), 

Gambia Commercial Agriculture and value Chain Management Project (GCAV) and the Agricultural Value Chain Development Project (AVCDP), among others. The 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is also active in the agricultural sector. They have a flagship Rice Initiative Project (RIP) in URR and CRR to help minimize the impact of  

the global food crisis. The UK-based non-governmental organization, United Purpose, is promoting the production and consumption of orange-fleshed sweet 

potatoes (OFSP), African leafy vegetables (ALV) and Pearl Millet Bio-Fortification (PMBF). 

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportId=5_4670


