
strengthening community resilience through Asset creation

 

Through FFA initiatives, the World Food Programme 
(WFP) addresses vulnerable people's immediate food 
needs with cash or food transfers while supporting the 
development or rehabilitation of assets that enhance the 
resilience of communities. 

WFP works to limit the risks associated with climate 
shocks by reducing erosion and desertification, 
improving soil conditions, increasing agricultural 
productivity, and strengthening livelihoods. In southern 
Africa, the initial focus tends to be on post-crisis 
recovery, followed by a transition to long-term 
community resilience-building.

Food assistance for assets (FFA) approach

The climate crisis and the resultant rising sea level and 
temperature, changing wind patterns and a decline in 
the number of fish is making fishing in the region 
unviable for those, like her, with small boats, who 
need to go further out to sea to find any catch. Her 
income from growing maize and cassava has fallen 
too, due to unpredictable rains and poor harvests. She 
participated in a food assistance for assets (FFA) 
activity to fix sand dunes by planting sisal, reducing 
the threat of shifting sand dunes. Prior to that 
initiative, families had to move every few years to 
escape the shifting dunes. While her earnings are 
precarious, Ranobolee no longer needs to worry about 
her home getting buried in sand due to wind erosion.

Clearing land to tap into more agricultural potential
Developing irrigation infrastructure such as canals, 
ponds and wells
Building embankments to mitigate the risk of flooding
Distributing seeds and fertilizers
Planting trees and establishing nurseries 
Building and rehabilitating community infrastructure 
like low-cost housing, schools, storage facilities, 
aggregation centres and toilets
Improving access to markets by building/rehabilitating 
feeder roads

WFP FFA activities in southern Africa include:
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“What has changed? Look at me, I'm all skinny when I used to be robust!”, says Ranobolee. She is a 
54-year-old fisherwoman living with her three grandkids in the Androy region of Madagascar. 
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