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Building human capital  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Bhutan, WFP partners with the Ministries of Health 

(MoH), Education (MoE), and Agriculture and Forests 

(MoAF) to create an enabling environment for 

healthier school nutrition and the improved 

nutritional status of Bhutanese school children. In 

2019, WFP partnered with MoH and UNICEF to revise 

the National Health Policy (2020-30) and develop the 

National Nutrition Strategy and Action Plan (2020-25). 

WFP also supported MoE to develop the National 

School Feeding and Nutrition Strategy 2019-2030 

(draft) in 2018. These policies aim to strengthen 

national goals and multi-sectoral collaboration 

required for effective national health and nutrition 

programmes and services. 

School Nutrition  

By transforming the National School Feeding and 

Nutrition Programme (NSFNP), WFP is assisting MoE to 

improve the nutritional and health status of school 

children. Nutritious school meals provide an excellent 

opportunity to ensure children receive diverse, 

nutritionally balanced, and safe meals. This 

encourages parents to keep their children in school, 

develop physical and cognitive abilities, and build 

healthy eating habits that can continue into adulthood. 

With WFP support to purchase locally available, 

nutritious food from local smallholder farmers, the 

school meals programme also maximizes benefits for 

smallholder farmers and communities. WFP is also 

working with its government partners to analyze and 

optimize the supply chain costs for the NSFNP.   

 

WFP supports the NSFNP to reach all rural schools in 

the country with school meals through:  

 

• Collaborating with MoAF to connect schools with 9,000 

farmers in five districts to provide diverse and 

nutritious foods for school meals. This also assures 

incomes for smallholder farmers, the majority of 

whom are women. 

 

• Constructing 23 new school kitchens and stores, and 

refurbishing 36 existing school kitchen and stores, 

which will support the expansion of school meals to 

additional rural schools across the country, and 

partnering with MoE to develop national standards for 

school kitchens, stores, and kitchen equipment. 

Nutrition situation  

 

Bhutan’s children are experiencing the triple burden of malnutrition - undernutrition, overnutrition, and 

micronutrient deficiencies. All three conditions are linked to sub-optimal diets including inadequate dietary 

diversity, especially under-consumption of fruits, vegetables, lean animal-based products and plant proteins, 

and overconsumption of processed foods and beverages that are high in sugar, salt, and fat. In 2019, non-

communicable diseases were responsible for 69 percent of Bhutan’s disease burden and 71 percent of deaths.   
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