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Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus Guy Ryder 

Director-General Director-General 

World Health Organization International Labour Organization 

 

8 September 2021 

 

Nobody should get sick or die from doing their job. And yet every year, 1.9 million people die from exposure to risk factors in 
the workplace. The 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aim “to ensure healthy lives and promote well-being” and 
 “decent work” for all people, whatever their economic or social status. 

Achieving these goals requires the comprehensive, accurate and transparent monitoring of workers’ health and safety. 
Quantifying the impact of each occupational risk factor is essential for mitigating it. That’s why the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the International Labour Organization (ILO) have established the WHO/ILO Joint Estimates of the Work-related 
Burden of Disease and Injury (WHO/ILO Joint Estimates). 

In 2016, we agreed to produce a single unified methodology and a single set of joint estimates on the work-related burden of 
disease and injury. In 2019, we further strengthened our partnership by signing a Collaboration Agreement to produce these 
estimates regularly. 

This report is the first fruits of that collaboration. It details the impact on human health of each occupational risk factor, and 
offers concrete policies and actions to improve occupational and workers’ health and safety. These estimates provide a 
valuable basis for identifying, prioritizing, planning, costing, implementing and evaluating effective policies and actions to 
prevent the work-related burden of disease and injury, at country, regional and global levels, across sectors.

This report is a snapshot of a wider problem. The challenge for all of us now is to act on what it is showing us. 

Dr Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus
Director-General
World Health Organization

Guy Ryder
Director-General
International Labour 
Organization

17 September 2021
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