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Safe sanitation is one of the foundations of a healthy, comfortable and dignified 
life.  Yet, the reality for billions of people is one of polluted environments, in which 
one or many of the links in the chain that makes up safe sanitation – toilets, waste 
treatment, disposal and safe re-use – is missing or out-of-reach. 

Recognizing this, the global community is committed to achieving universal access 
to sanitation and hygiene by 2030, paying special attention to the needs of women, 
girls and those in vulnerable situations, and improving water quality and safe 
wastewater re-use.

But progress against the sanitation targets in Sustainable Development (SDG) 6 has 
been too slow. We need massive acceleration. And this challenge comes amid the 
trials of a global pandemic, an economic recession, and the on-going climate crisis. 

As the world celebrates the tenth anniversary of the United Nations adoption of the 
human right to water and sanitation, and five years since sanitation was recognized 
as a distinct human right, we must ask: What will it take to close the inequality gap 
for sanitation in the next decade?

It is time to bend the arc of history and achieve sanitation for all within a generation.

All of us – individuals, communities and governments – must rise to the challenge. 
Sanitation benefits entire societies and must be treated as a common good, with 
every aspect of the sanitation chain addressed together. This calls for not only 
individual responsibility, but strong, coordinated national leadership. The collective 
benefit of sanitation cannot be fully achieved without government action in terms of 
robust policy, clear regulation and strategic, targeted investment that triggers and 
optimizes contributions from households and the private sector.

Although the challenge of meeting SDG 6 for sanitation is formidable, history shows 
us that countries can make tremendous gains in access to sanitation within just one 
generation. Governments that take action on sanitation will unlock further progress 
in health, education, food security, nutrition, employment and tourism. Success 
comes from demonstrated political will, adaptive planning and the engagement 
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