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Given the emergence of resistance to artemisinins, ACTs and other antimalarial drugs in the 
Asia-Pacific Region, monitoring drug resistance using standardized WHO therapeutic efficacy 
study (TES) protocols is an important activity of national malaria programmes (NMPs) to 
identify early deterioration in the efficacy of recommended treatment regimens. 

A meeting of the BBINS Malaria Drug Resistance Monitoring Network was held virtually on 
19−21 August 2020. Country representatives from NMPs and Principal Investigators from 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Indonesia, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Timor-Leste, WHO 
country office focal points, representatives from the WHO Regional Office, experts and 
partners attended the meeting. 

Countries presented the results of TES studies conducted in 2018–2019. Panel discussions 
were held on updating malaria treatment regimens based on evidence generated from TES 
studies, and the challenges to conducting the studies during the COVID-19 pandemic while 
ensuring safety of patients and health staff. This document is a report of the virtual meeting, 
and includes the salient discussions and conclusions and recommendations agreed upon.
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