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Neglected tropical diseases
(NTDs) are ancient diseases
of poverty that impose a
devastating buman, social
and economic burden on

more than 1 billion people
worldwide, predominantly in
tropical and subtropical areas
among the most vulunerable,
marginalized populations.
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FOREWORD

Nine years have elapsed since the World Health
Organization (WHO) published its first road map for
neglected tropical diseases, which set targets for 2020.
With exemplary country leadership and the continued
support of industry and partners, we have been able to
push back many of these diseases, bringing some close
to elimination and eradication.

However, despite substantial progress in reducing the
overall burden, many of the targets set for 2020 were
not achieved.

This road map builds on past lessons and experiences
so we can better understand emerging challenges. Over
the next decade, we will move from a disease-specific to
an integrated approach that cuts across all 20 diseases
and disease groups, to ensure country ownership and
leadership, to work even more closely with countries
and partners, and to promote the development of new
tools for prevention, diagnosis and treatment.

We will also work with other programmes and sectors
to optimize our strategy to achieve the targets: by 2030,
we aim to free more than 1 billion people who currently
require interventions against neglected tropical
diseases, and save millions more from catastrophic
out-of-pocket expenditure.

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Director-General
World Health Organization

In the same spirit, the road map highlights the need for
innovative approaches to achieve maximum efficiency
and scalability through enhanced capacity, increased
country commitment including domestic funding, and
external resource mobilization. In short, this road map
places people and communities at the centre of efforts
to improve their health and welfare.

This new road map is our collective vision and was
developed over the past two years through extensive
consultations. WHO is committed to working with every
country and partner to better deliver interventions

in a coordinated manner and improve the cost-
effectiveness and coverage of programmes that will
guarantee that the poorest have enhanced access

to quality-assured, effective and safe medicines and
diagnostics.

As we demonstrated during the COVID-19 pandemic,
working across sectors in unity and solidarity is not

just a concept but a powerful force. This road map
unites us all to work together to free those afflicted by
neglected tropical diseases from unnecessary suffering,
stigmatization and neglect.

The countdown to 2030 has begun: we know the
destination, and we have a new road map. Now it's
time to move.
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The 2030 road map
outlines disease-
specific and cross-
cutting tavgets

and strategies and
represents the voices
of the entire NTD

communz’ty.
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