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Improvements in water sanitation and hygiene (WASH) and wastewater management in all sectors are critical elements of preventing infections 
and reducing the spread of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) as identified in the Global Action Plan to combat AMR. Yet, at present, WASH and 
wastewater management actors and improvement actions are under-represented in AMR multi-stakeholder platforms and national action plans 
(NAPs).

This technical brief provides a summary of evidence and the co-benefits rationale for WASH and wastewater management actions within NAPs 
as well as in sector specific policy to combat AMR. 

Evidence and actions are presented in the domains of:
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Acronyms
AMR Antimicrobial resistance

API Active pharmaceutical ingredient

ARB Antibiotic resistant bacteria

ARGs Antibiotic resistant genes

CAFO Concentrated animal feeding operations

DALY Disability adjusted life year

ESBL Extended spectrum beta lactamase

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

GAP Global Action Plan

GLAAS Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-water

GLASS Global Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System

GMP Good Manufacturing Practice

HCF Health care facility

HIA Health care associated infection

IPC Infection prevention and control

NAP National action plan for AMR

OIE World Organisation for Animal Health

SDG Sustainable Development Goal

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

WASH Water, sanitation and hygiene

WHO World Health Organization 
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