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Scope of the guidance 
 

This guidance is intended to be used by programme managers following the decision to introduce 
human papillomavirus (HPV) virological testing as a screening assay in their national cervical cancer 
prevention and control programme. The guidance includes a step-by-step process to be followed 
after the decision has been made to specifically introduce and/or scale-up HPV virological testing for 
screening, which would be followed up with adequate management within the context of cervical  
cancer prevention. 

This guidance builds on the 2016 Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) HPV testing manual1 and 
provides information for policy-makers, programme managers and heads of reference laboratories on 
the selection of an HPV virological test, quality control considerations, how to plan the logistical and 
practical aspects of HPV virological testing, and other practical considerations. It does not cover how to 
decide whether or not to introduce HPV testing, how to communicate HPV virological testing results to 
women, other screening methodologies beyond HPV virological testing, or strategies to identify barriers 
to screening and how to overcome them to increase screening coverage. These will be addressed in 
other World Health Organization (WHO) programmatic guidelines to increase access to screening and 
treatment to prevent cervical cancer. HPV virological technologies will be referred to as HPV tests in this 
guidance document.

The objective of this guidance is to present a practical reference document that provides a summary of 
and links for all the existing relevant WHO guidance for cervical cancer screening and diagnosis that can 
support the introduction of HPV testing for screening.

1 Pan American Health Organization. Integrating HPV testing in cervical cancer screening program: a manual for program managers. 
Washington, D.C.: PAHO; 2016 (https://iris.paho.org/handle/10665.2/31393, accessed 3 November 2020).
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