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This report follows the meeting, Rehabilitation
2030: A Call for Action, organized by the World
Health Organization (WHO).

WHO would like to express its sincere thanks to
those who participated in the meeting:
representatives from Member States, UN
agencies, governmental and
nongovernmental organizations, editors of
journals, academia, institutions and WHO
collaborating centres.

SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

Speakers, panellists and moderators
contributed their expertise and insights
throughout the meeting. In order of
presentation: Etienne Krug (Department for
the Management of Noncommunicable
Diseases, Disability, Violence and Injury
Prevention, WHO), Oleg Chestnov (Cluster for
Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental
Health, WHO), Dorcus Makgato (Minister of
Health and Wellness, Botswana), Rajitha
Senaratne (Minister of Health and Indigenous
Medicine, Sri Lanka), Phouthone Moungpak
(Deputy Minister of Health, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic), Ritu Sadana, Gopal
Mitra, Cheat Sokha, Alarcos Cieza
(Department for Management of
Noncommunicable Diseases, Disability,
Violence and Injury Prevention, WHO),
Somnath Chatterji (Department for
Information, Evidence and Research, WHO),
David McDaid (London School of Economics,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland), Anneke Schmider (Department for
Information, Evidence and Research, WHO),
Linamara Battistella (University of SGo Paulo
Medical School, Brazil), Gwynnyth Llewellyn
(University of Sydney, Australia), Ximena
Neculhueque Zapata (Director of
Rehabilitation, Ministry of Health, Chile), Carlos
Pinto (Deputy National Director, SENADIS,
Ministry of Social Development, Chile),
Gundula Rossbach (President, German

Statutory Pension Insurance Scheme), Joachin
Breuer (Director General, German Social
Accident Insurance), Darshan Punchi
(Parliamentary Secretary of Health, Pakistan),
Herminigildo Valle (Undersecretary of Health,
Department of Health, Philippines), Gerold
Stucki (University of Lucerne, Switzerland),
Nhan Tran (Alliance for Health Policy and
Systems Research, WHO), Dan Chisholm
(Department of Mental Health and Substance
Abuse, WHO), Chapal Khasnabis (Global
Cooperation on Assistive Technology, WHO),
Jan Monsbakken (Rehabilitation International),
Karsten Dreinh&fer (Chair, Global Alliance for
Musculoskeletal Health), Emma Stokes (World
Confederation of Physical Therapy), Karen
Heinicke-Motsch (CBM), Christoph
Gutenbrunner (Department of Rehabilitation
Medicine, University of Hannover, Germany),
Allen Foster (London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine, the United Kingdom), Joel
Block (Osteoarthritis and Cartilage journal,
United States of America), Laragh Gollogly
(Bulletin of the World Health Organization),
John Beard (Department of Ageing and Life
Course, WHQO), Jan Ties Boerma (Department
of Health Statistics and Informatics, WHO), Ed
Kelley (Department of Service Delivery and
Safety, WHO), and Shekhar Saxena
(Department of Mental Health and Substance
Abuse, WHO).

WHO SECRETARIAT

The following members of the WHO
Secretariat supported the organization and
coordination of the meeting: Chris Black,
Laure Carfillier, Helene Dufays, Louisa
Djerroud, Kaloyan Kamenov, Lindsay Lee,
Elanie Marks, Jody-Anne Mills, Marieke van
Regteren, Altena, Laura Sminkey, Tamitza
Toroyan and Judith van der Veen.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

The Rehabilitation 2030 meeting took place
with the support of CBM and Associazione
Italiana Amici di Raoul Follereaul (AFO).



With the rising prevalence of
noncommunicable diseases and injuries
and the ageing population, there is a
substantial and ever-increasing unmet need
for rehabilitation. In many parts of the world,
however, the capacity to provide
rehabilitation is limited or non-existent and
fails to adequately address the needs of
the population.

Withits objective of optimizing functioning,
rehabilitation supports those with health
condifions to remain as independent as
possible, to participate in education, to be
economically productive, and fulfil
meaningfullife roles. Assuch, the
availability of accessible and affordable
rehabilitation plays a fundamentalrole in
achieving Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) 3, “Ensure healthy lives and promote
well-being for all at all ages”.

The barriers to scaling up rehabilitation
indicate a need for greater awareness
and advocacy, increased investment into
rehabilitation workforce and infrastructure,
and improved leadership and
governance structures. The magnitude
and scope of these unmet needs signals
an urgent need for concerted and
coordinated global action by all
stakeholders.

OBJECTIVES

1. To draw attention to the increasing
needs for rehabilitation.

2. To highlight the role of rehabilitation in
achieving the SDGs.

3. To call for coordinated and concerted
global action towards strengthening
rehabilitation in health system:s.
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OUTCOMES
Rehabilitation 2030: A Call For Action,

of the need to
strengthen rehabilitation in health systems to
meet the existing and future needs of
populations.

of different stakeholder
groups in contributing to the rehabilitation
agenda.

of
rehabilitation across WHO strategies and in the
achievement of Sustainable Development
Goal 3.

the approaches to
implementing rehabilitation services in
countries, using examples from Chile,
Germany, Pakistan and the Philippines.

CONTENTS OF THIS REPORT

This report summarizes the key messages of
the various sessions in chronological order. The
Call for Action, translated into French, Spanish
and Russian, the agenda, participant list and
infographic of Rehabilitation in health systems
can be found in the annexes. Background
papers and the concept note, as well as the
video, Rehabilitation in the 21st century, can
be found online (https://www.who.int/news-
room/events/detaqil/2017/02/06/default-
calendar/rehabilitation-2030-a-call-for-action).
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Representation across WHO regions
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