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The Papua New Guinea National Department of Health (NDOH) began the first lymphatic filariasis (LF) transmission
assessment survey (TAS) in the country, which determine whether the LF infections have been reduced below the
target thresholds at which mosquitoes are unable to continue spreading the parasites from person to person and
new infections are prevented, and thus MDA can stop, in New Ireland Province in December 2020. TAS training for
the provincial team was held on 4 December 2020, facilitated by NDOH, WHO and Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), following which school-based TAS started.
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1 NEWS FROM MEMBER COUNTRIES

American Samoa

In September 2020, the US Centers for Disease Control
(USCDC) and the Pacific Island Health Officers’ Association
(PIHOA) led a virtual training to prepare the Department of
Health to carry out an impact assessment following the
second round of mass drug administration (MDA) using
the triple drug therapy with a combination of ivermectin,
diethylcarbamazine (DEC), and albendazole (IDA) against
lymphatic filariasis (LF). During September-October
2020, the Department of Health conducted the impact
assessment in eight villages known to have persistent
LF transmission. During this time, 837 participants were
enrolled to provide fingerstick blood samples to test for
circulating filarial antigen (CFA) using the filariasis test
strip. CFA positive individuals were asked to provide a
second blood sample to test for microfilariae. Dried blood
spots were also prepared for laboratory-based antibody
testing. Data analysis is ongoing and results will be shared
once finalized.

Cambodia

The CLSWASH (Community-led multi-sectorial plan
to eliminate schistosomiasis and other parasitic and
waterborne diseases) was implemented in six new
schistosomiasis villages (four in Kratie province and two
in Stung Treng province) in August 2020. The National
Helminth Control Programme of the Ministry of Health
coordinated the work, in collaboration with the Department
of Rural Health of the Ministry of Rural Development, the
Provincial Health Department, the Provincial Department
of Rural Development, the Provincial Department of
Education Youth and Sport, the District Office of Education
Youth and Sport, the District Office of Rural Development,
Health Centres, Operational Districts of Health and
commune leaders.

CL-SWASH activities in schistosomiasis-endemic villages, Kratie and Stung Treng
provinces, Cambodia, August 2021
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Together with local health authorities (provincial, district
and commune) and school teachers, the National Helminth
Control Programme assessed the prevalence and intensity
of soil-transmitted helminthiasis among school-aged
children to monitor the impacts of semi-annual school
deworming. The assessment was carried out in 12 primary
schools of Siem Reap, Koh Kong, Kampong Speu, Prey
Veng, Battambang and Kampong Thom provinces from
August to September 2020.
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Soil-transmitted helminth prevalence survey among school-aged children,
Kampong Speu province, Cambodia, August-September 2020

The National Helminth Control Programme, together
with local health authorities and with the support of
the University of Ghent, Belgium, conducted a survey to
assess the efficacy of albendazole (400 mg) against soil-
transmitted helminthiases in 914 school-aged children in
Kampong Chhnang province in October 2020. Preserved
stool samples were sent to the University of Ghent for
further analysis to detect genetic markers related to
anthelmintic resistance.
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Survey on efficacy of albendazole among school-aged children in Kampong
Chhnang province, Cambodia, October 2020

Together with local health authorities (provincial, district
and commune), the National Helminth Control Programme
conducted a survey, using Kato-Katz, to detect Taenia spp.
in stool samples in five provinces (Kratie, Stung Treng,
Rattanakiri, Mondulkiri and Preah Vihear). Taenia spp.
were found in 4.2% of the 1 316 participants. The prev-
alence was the highest in Rattanakiri (10%) followed by
Mondulkiri (9.3%).
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The National Helminth Control Programme provided
training on the Kato-Katz stool examination technique for
45 laboratory technicians from the referral and district
hospitals of five provinces (Kampong Chhnang, Pursat,
Battambang, Banteay Meanchey and Oddor Meanchey)
from 18 to 19 November 2020.
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Kato-Katz training for laboratory technicians at provincial and district referral
Fiji

MDA against LF using triple drug therapy (IDA1) was
completed in Serua (Talenaua) and Malolo Islands in
November 2020. LF MDA training for Eastern Division
was organized in December 2020. MDA using triple drug

therapy in Eastern Division (IDA1) is expected to commence
in February 2021.

MDA training in Lomaiviti, Eastern Division, Fiji, December 2020

A trachoma survey refresher course for trachoma graders,
recorders and research teams was held on 10 - 11
December 2020. The actual survey was not done owing to
two severe tropical cyclones that hit Fiji in December 2020
and January 2021. It is now rescheduled for completion by
May 2021.

French Polynesia

The Ministry of Health implemented the LF MDA campaign
using DEC and albendazole between October 2020 and
January 2021, targeting two remaining implementation
units, namely Huahine (an island in the Leeward
archipelago) and South Marquesas. Treatment coverages
of 91% and 83% respectively were reported.

The protocol for management of patients with LF-
associated morbidity was updated, with the introduction
of ivermectin for individual case treatment.

Kiribati

The island-wide targeted deworming campaign was carried
out with support of WHO. Preschool-aged children, school-
aged children and women of childbearing age were treated
in March and September respectively. Coverage of 29.70%
and 5.14% of the target populations was achieved in each
round.

Implementation of the MDA campaign against trachoma
continued between May and December 2020. Following
the analysis of the 2019 impact assessment by WHO and
Tropical Data, Kiribati will continue its second additional
round of MDA in 2021.

Lao People’s Democratic Republic

A health education package on rabies prevention and
control was developed to become part of the primary
and secondary school teaching curriculum. Support was
provided by WHO and the Global Alliance for Rabies
Control. The package was finalised at the workshop on
14 and 15 July 2020, convened jointly by the Ministry
of Education and Sport, the Ministry of Health and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry. Training on the
integrated curriculum used the curriculum first developed
in September 2020 for school principals and teachers
from 40 schools (20 primary and 20 secondary) in
Xayabouly province, which records the most rabies cases.
The integrated curriculum will be used in these schools in
2020-2021, and the outcomes will be evaluated in early
2021 before expansion to other provinces.
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Poster and flip book produced in July-August 2020 on rabies prevention and
control for use in primary and secondary school curricula in Lao PDR

Participants at the training session on the integrated school curriculum on
rabies prevention and control, Xayabouly province, Lao PDR, September 2020

A World Rabies Day event to raise public awareness about
rabies prevention and provide free dog vaccination was
held in Vientiane Capital and Xayabouly province. The
event was chaired by the Vice Minister of Health, Vice
Minister of Agriculture, WHO Representative and FAO
Representative in Lao PDR. It was held on 28 September
2020 in Vientiane Capital, and on 1 October 2020 in
Xayabouly province.

Free dog vaccination, World Rabies Day, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR
28 September 2020 (Credit: WHO)
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The National Strategic Plan on Rabies Prevention and
Controlin Lao PDR, 2020-2024 was finalized and endorsed
in October 2020 by the Minister of Health and the Minister
of Agriculture and Forestry. The meeting to disseminate
the strategic plan was held on 21 and 22 December
2020 in Vientiane. It was chaired by the Deputy Director
of the Communicable Diseases Control Department and
attended by the Director, Deputy Director and technical
staff from the Ministries of Health, Agriculture and Forestry,
and Education and Sport.

The NTD Annual Partners Meeting was convened in
Vientiane from 14 to 15 December 2020 to share progress,
challenges and lessons learnt in controlling priority NTDs,
namely soil-transmitted helminthiasis, schistosomiasis
and opisthorchiasis. The meeting was chaired by the
Vice Minister of Health, Vice Minister of Education and
Sport, and the WHO Representative and attended by
representatives from both ministries at national and
provincial levels.

NTD Annual Partners Meeting, Vientiane, Lao PDR, 14 - 15 December 2020

The annual MDA against schistosomiasis was carried out in
all schistosomiasis-endemic communities in Champasak
province in October 2020. Stool examination was carried
out at seven sentinel sites and 12 spot check sites in
September 2020 to monitor the impacts of interventions
on the prevalence and intensity of the disease.

Malaysia

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, MDA using triple drug
therapy for LF elimination was carried out in 20 hotspot
localities in Sabah State (4 308 people) and 16 hotspot
localities in Pahang State (2 528 people), and further
hotspot localities in Perak State (1 862 people). The drug
distribution modality was adapted to the new normal.
Epidemiological coverage of above 90% of the eligible
population was reported from all localities.
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LF MDA campaign with triple drug therapy, using preventive measures against
COVID-19 in Sarawak State, Malaysia, December 2020

The LF transmission assessment survey (TAS) overcame
significant challenges arising from continuing school
closures due the COVID-19 pandemic. The LF team in
Sabah organized home visits to conduct the survey, while
in Sarawak students were gathered at the community hall,
keeping social distance and ensuring preventive measures
against COVID-19.
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LF TAS conducted at community halls owing to continuing school closures due to
COVID-19 in Sarawak State, Malaysia, August 2020
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Papua New Guinea

The Papua New Guinea National Department of Health
began the first LF transmission assessment survey in
New Ireland Province in November 2020. A refresher
training session on TAS for the national NTD team was
held virtually on 28 October 2020. TAS training for the
provincial team was held on 4 December, facilitated by
NDOH, WHO and Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA), following which school-based TAS started. The
survey was interrupted before the end of 2020 and was to
be resumed in February 2021.

LF TAS training for the provincial team,
New Ireland Province, Papua New
Guinea, 4 December 2020
Philippines
The National Filariasis Elimination Program (NFEP)

continued its campaign in spite of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The Department Circular for the Delivery of Routine
Services under NFEP during the COVID-19 Pandemic
and the Department Memorandum Interim Guidelines on
the Delivery of Routine LF MDA under NFEP during the
COVID-19 Pandemic were both issued to ensure safe and
effective delivery of routine services amid the pandemic.
Accordingly, scheduled activities such as community-
based TAS, special surveys and MDA campaigns were
carried out by the Filariasis Program.

Kick-off ceremony at the Provincial Filaria MDA, Sultan Kudarat, Philippines
17 August 2020
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The Provincial LF MDA kick-off ceremony was held on
17 August 2020, with the army’s 7th Infantry division
participating. The ceremony was initiated by the Sultan
Kudarat Provincial Health Office in partnership with the
Department of Health of Soccsksargen. The event aimed
to publicise the most cost-effective way to control and
eliminate LF and to raise awareness of the MDA that would
be conducted throughout the province of Sultan Kudarat
from August 17, 2020 to September 17, 2020. The ensuing
province-wide MDA achieved 84.9% coverage.

The administrative order declaring November as Filariasis
Mass Treatment Month was signed by the Secretary of
Health in July 2020. In addition, an executive order was
signed by the President of the Philippines in support of
the administrative order, stipulating the different roles
and responsibilities of government and attached agencies
in the elimination campaign. Elimination strategies and
activities were stepped up accordingly. The 2020 Filariasis
Awareness Month theme was Sa Panahon ng Pandemya
at Krisis, Tuloy-tuloy ang Serbisyo Kontra Filariasis
which translates to “In Times of Pandemic and Crisis,
Continuous Service Against Filariasis”. Endemic provinces
developed their own IEC materials using local dialects and
emphasizing the importance of participating in MDA and
LF surveys, using mosquito nets, wearing long sleeves
and trousers in endemic areas, and timely consulting with
doctors in the health centres. Radio interviews and the
Facebook pages of the local health office also helped to
bring focus to the month-long November events.
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Lymphatic Filariasis
AWARENESS MONTH

Sa Panahon kang Pandemya kag Krisis,
Fadayon ang Serbisyo Kontra Filariasis
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DOH Memorandum 2020-0260 (Interim Guidelines on
Integrated Helminth Control Program and Schistosomiasis
Control and Elimination Program during the COVID-19
Pandemic) and DOH Circular 2020-0302 (Delivery
of Routine Deworming Services under the Integrated
Helminth Control Program during the COVID-19 Pandemic)
laid out options on how to conduct routine deworming for
the July 2020 Deworming Campaign, using a fixed-post
approach (barangay health centres, barangay outposts,
private clinics and churches) along with outreach or home
visit approaches. These strategies were discussed virtually
with the regional implementers and various programme
stakeholders on 26 May 2020.

Virtual consultation on routine community deworming, Philippines,
26 May 2020

A two-day schistosomiasis multi-stakeholders virtual
forum was held on 9-10 September 2020. The forum
aimed to present, discuss and address ongoing issues
and challenges, and identify current and future needs of
the programme in achieving the target of transmission
interruption by 2025. Atotal of 70 participants from national
government agencies, non-government organizations,
and academic institutions attended the forum along with
international collaborators.
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