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1.  Background  
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends preventive chemotherapy (PC) as part of 
strategies to control and eliminate lymphatic filariasis (LF), onchocerciasis, schistosomiasis 
(SCH), soil-transmitted helminthiases (STH) and trachoma. A major challenge observed in the 
past few years concerns the accuracy of information on medicines donated to countries in 
which these neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) are endemic and the discrepancies between the 
quantities of PC medicines supplied and the data reported on treatment. As a result, significant 
quantities of medicines remain unaccounted for globally. To better understand and address this 
issue in Mozambique, the Ministry of Health officially requested WHO to provide technical 
assistance. The Expanded Special Project for Elimination of Neglected Tropical Diseases 
(ESPEN) of the WHO Regional Office for Africa facilitated a joint mission by the WHO 
Department of Control of Neglected Tropical Diseases at headquarters, the WHO Country 
Office in Mozambique and the NTD team at the Ministry of Health of Mozambique on 10–17 
December 2019 to reconcile reported data and actual stocks of medicines available in the 
country, confirm any expiry of medicines used for treatment of NTDs amenable to PC, explore 
the reasons for any expiry and implement corrective measures to minimize expiry of medicines 
in future. The members of the mission team and the persons met are listed in the annex to this 
report. 
 
The objectives of the mission were:  

• to conduct a rapid review of the supply chain management system for PC-NTD 
medicines, assess the status of the inventory of PC medicines and provide technical 
support to address challenges affecting the supply chain management system;  

• to assist the Ministry of Health of Mozambique in completing the joint application 
package (JAP) for PC medicines; and 

• to conduct a rapid analysis of PC programme implementation and provide technical 
support to address any identified challenges.  

 
The mission involved meetings with colleagues from the WHO Department of Control of 
Neglected Tropical Diseases at headquarters, the WHO Country Office in Mozambique and 
the Ministry of Health of Mozambique. The team visited the national NTD programme and the 
regional warehouse in Maputo. (There are five other warehouses located throughout the 
country: three in Maputo and two in the central and northern regions.) At each level, meetings 
were held with technical and/or administrative staff and with health personnel involved in the 
national NTD programme and in supplying and/or distributing medicines through mass 
treatment.  
Briefing and/or debriefing meetings were held with the WHO Representative of Mozambique, 
the Director of Public Health, who leads control of communicable diseases including NTDs, 
the NTD Programme Manager and his team, and the Regional Disease Control Officers in the 
district health administrations of the areas visited. The meetings discussed the objectives and 
findings of the mission, including the status of programme implementation, reconciliation of 
unaccounted for medicines and proposed recommendations to improve management of the PC-
NTD programme, supply chain management of NTD medicines and related activities. 

 
1.1 NTDs in Mozambique  

Mozambique, a country in southern Africa, is divided into 161 districts across 11 provinces, 
with an estimated population in 2019 (projected from the 2007 census) of 28.2 million people. 
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