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FOREWORD

The first United Nations General Assembly High-level Meeting on the Prevention and Control of
Noncommunicable Diseases (NCDs) in 2011 raised the profile of NCDs globally and the toll they take on
countries and development. United Nations Member States also made NCDs an important target in the
Sustainable Development Goals in September 2015, vowing to reduce premature mortality from NCDs
by one third by 2030.

In the Western Pacific Region, where four out of five deaths are due to NCDs, we have always been
keenly aware of the role these diseases play in limiting human potential and national development
possibilities.

As a result, our regional action plans are aligned with - and even go further than - global mandates to
prevent and control NCDs. We work hard to support national NCD responses that highlight good
governance, a reduction of risk factors, strong health systems and diligent surveillance.

The 2015 NCD Country Capacity Survey results are important to gauge our shared progress. The results
provide Member States with actionable information about their readiness to respond to the challenges
of NCD prevention and control.

By the end of 2017, the WHO Director-General will report to the United Nations Secretary-General on
progress in achieving the four time-bound commitments on NCDs. These commitments cover Member
State priorities decided at the second United Nations General Assembly High-level Meeting on the
Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases in 2014.

We can and must build on the accomplishments documented by this latest NCD Country Capacity
Survey and accelerate progress in some areas. Efforts are underway to strengthen infrastructure
through better partnerships and collaboration, align strategic policy and action planning with global
evidence, improve monitoring and evaluation using established information systems and surveillance,
and enhance capacity for early detection and management.

WHO will continue to work with Member States to support, strengthen and put into effect their NCD
programmes.

Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph.D.
WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific



ABBREVIATIONS

CCs country capacity survey

COPD chronic obstructive pulmonary disease
CRD chronic respiratory disease

CVvD cardiovascular disease

FCTC Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
HIC high-income country

HPV human papillomavirus

LMIC low- and middle-income country

NCD noncommunicable disease

PICs Pacific island countries and areas

RAP regional action plan

UNDAF United Nations Development Assistance Framework
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