






WHO Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data 

Progress on the prevention and control of noncommunicable diseases in the Western Pacific Region: country capacity survey 2015 

1. Chronic disease – prevention and control. 2. Non-communicable diseases. 3. Regional health planning.    
I. World Health Organization Regional Office for the Western Pacific. 

ISBN 978 92 9061 778 5 (NLM Classification: WT 500) 

© World Health Organization 2016 
  
All rights reserved. Publications of the World Health Organization are available on the WHO website (www.who.int) or can be 
purchased from WHO Press, World Health Organization, 20 Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland (tel.: +41 22 791 3264; fax: 
+41 22 791 4857; email: bookorders@who.int). 
  
Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO publications–whether for sale or for distribution–should be addressed to 
WHO Press through the WHO (www.who.int/about/licensing/copyright_form/en/index.html). For WHO Western Pacific Regional 
Publications, requests for permission to reproduce should be addressed to Publications Office, World Health Organization, Regional 
Office for the Western Pacific, P.O. Box 2932, 1000, Manila, Philippines (fax: +632 521 1036, email: wpropub@who.int). 
  
The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps represent approximate border lines 
for which there may not yet be full agreement. 
  
The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed or recommended by 
the World Health Organization in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the 
names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters. 
  
All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information contained in this publication. 
However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for 
the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall the World Health Organization be liable for damages 
arising from its use. 
 



Acknowledgments iv

Foreword v

Abbreviations vi

Executive summary vii

CHAPTER 1 | Introduction 1

CHAPTER 2 | Status of response to prevent and control NCD in the Western Pacific 
Region in 2015

2

Public health infrastructure, partnerships and multisectoral collaboration for 
NCDs and their risk factors

3

Status of NCD-relevant policies, strategies and action plans 5

Health information systems, surveillance and survey for NCDs and their risk 
factors

7

Capacity for NCD early detection, treatment and care within the health system 9

CHAPTER 3 | Regional response and progress in country capacity 14

Regional response 14

Progress in country capacity for the prevention and control of NCDs 15

CHAPTER 4 | Ten Progress Monitoring Indicators 17

CHAPTER 5 | Key findings and recommendations 21

Key findings 21

Recommendations 22

Annex 1|NCD Country Capacity Survey 2015 questionnaire 23

Annex 2| Indicator Definitions and Specifications, Status of countries and areas 51

TABLE OF CONTENTS



iv

Christopher Bedford (Australia) 
Ong Sok King (Brunei Darussalam) 
Prak Piseth Raingsey (Cambodia) 
Liangyou Wu (China) 
Isimeli Tukana (Fiji) 
Bertrand Solène (French Polynesia) 
Roselie Zabala (Guam) 
Ching Cheuk Tuen Regina (Hong Kong SAR, China) 
Tomohiro Terahara (Japan) 
Baaua Teibiraa (Kiribati) 
Phisith Phoutsavath (Lao People’s Democratic Republic) 
Chan Tan Mui (Macao SAR, China) 
Rozlan Bin Ishak (Malaysia) 
Charlynne Andrike (Marshall Islands) 
X-ner Luther (Federated States of Micronesia) 
Enkhzaya Taznaa (Mongolia) 
Jioje Fesaitu (Nauru) 

Bernard Rouchon (New Caledonia) 
Jane Chambers (New Zealand) 
Grizelda Mokoia (Niue) 
Becky Robles (Northern Mariana Islands, 
Commonwealth of the) 
Edolem Ikerdeu (Palau) 
Vicky Wari (Papua New Guinea) 
Irma Asuncion (Philippines) 
Eun-hye Shim (Republic of Korea) 
Noorul Fatha As’art 
(Singapore) 
Geoffrey Kenilorea (Solomon Islands) 
Siale 'Akau'ola (Tonga) 
Julie Elisala (Tuvalu) 
Graham Tabi (Vanuatu) 
Tran Quoc Bao (Viet Nam) 
Logote Sesilia Penikosite (Wallis and Futuna)	

This report was developed by the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for the Western 
Pacific. WHO wishes to acknowledge the support and cooperation of the following national NCD focal 
points who provided the completed survey tool. 

World Health Organization 
Dr Tsogzolmaa Bayandorj, Dr Caroline Bollars, Ms Melanie Cowan, Dr Albert Domingo, Dr John Juliard 
Go, Dr Angela Pratt, Mr Phonesavanh Keomanysone, Dr Tara Kessaram, Dr Sam Ath Khim, Dr Warrick 
Junsuk Kim, Dr Lai Duc Truong, Ms Rufina Latu, Dr Susan P. Mercado, Dr Ada Moadsiri, Mr James Rarick, 
Ms Leanne Riley, Dr Hai-Rim Shin, Dr Paulinus Sikosana, Dr Wendy Snowdon, Dr Chun Paul Soo and Ms 
Jessie Mara Yaipupu. 

The draft version of the report was prepared by Ms Marie Clem Carlos and was reviewed by Dr Annette 
David and Dr Hyejin Lee.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS



v

The first United Nations General Assembly High-level Meeting on the Prevention and Control of 
Noncommunicable Diseases (NCDs) in 2011 raised the profile of NCDs globally and the toll they take on 
countries and development.  United Nations Member States also made NCDs an important target in the 
Sustainable Development Goals in September 2015, vowing to reduce premature mortality from NCDs 
by one third by 2030.  

In the Western Pacific Region, where four out of five deaths are due to NCDs, we have always been 
keenly aware of the role these diseases play in limiting human potential and national development 
possibilities. 

As a result, our regional action plans are aligned with – and even go further than – global mandates to 
prevent and control NCDs. We work hard to support national NCD responses that highlight good 
governance, a reduction of risk factors, strong health systems and diligent surveillance.   

The 2015 NCD Country Capacity Survey results are important to gauge our shared progress.  The results 
provide Member States with actionable information about their readiness to respond to the challenges 
of NCD prevention and control. 

By the end of 2017, the WHO Director-General will report to the United Nations Secretary-General on 
progress in achieving the four time-bound commitments on NCDs.  These commitments cover Member 
State priorities decided at the second United Nations General Assembly High-level Meeting on the 
Prevention and Control of Non-communicable Diseases in 2014.  

We can and must build on the accomplishments documented by this latest NCD Country Capacity 
Survey and accelerate progress in some areas. Efforts are underway to strengthen infrastructure 
through better partnerships and collaboration, align strategic policy and action planning with global 
evidence, improve monitoring and evaluation using established information systems and surveillance, 
and enhance capacity for early detection and management. 

WHO will continue to work with Member States to support, strengthen and put into effect their NCD 
programmes.  

Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph.D.  
WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific
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