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Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli (STEC) infections are a substantial 
public health issue worldwide. Circa 2010, foodborne STEC caused more 
than 1 million illnesses, 128 deaths and ~ 13 000 Disability-Adjusted Life 
Years (DALYs).

To appropriately target interventions to prevent STEC infections transmit-
ted through food, it is important to determine the specific types of foods 
leading to these illnesses. This report conducted an analysis of data from 
STEC foodborne outbreak investigations reported globally, and a systematic 
review and meta-analysis of case-control studies of sporadic STEC infec-
tions published for all dates and locations.

This work was undertaken in response to a request from the Codex Alimen-
tarius Commission to support the development of the international standards 
on foodborne STEC. The advice herein is useful for both risk assessors and 
risk managers, at national and international levels and those in the food 
industry working to control this hazard.

For further information on the Joint FAO/WHO activities on microbiological 
risk assessment and related areas, please contact

Food Safety and Quality Unit
Agriculture and Consumer Protection Department
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00153 Rome, Italy
Email: jemra@fao.org
Website: http://www.fao.org/food/food-safety-quality
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1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland 
Email: jemra@who.int 
Website: www.who.int/foodsafety
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