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people, 83% of 
world’s population live 
in countries with low or 
non-existent access 
to medication for 
moderate to severe 

paina 

5.5 
BILLION

of total global 
burden of 

disease is due 
to drug usee 

1.3%

          Nearly 
of WHO African 

Region countries consume 
less than half of the 
daily doses of opioid 

analgesics considered 
adequate for their 

population

90% 

of global 
hepatitis C incidence 
and 33% of deaths 
are attributable to 

injection drug 
used 

23% 

people with drug 
use disorder, but 
only one in six has 
access to effective 

treatmentb  

31 
MILLION 

of new HIV 
infections outside 

sub-Saharan Africa are 
among people who 

inject drugs and their 
sexual partnersc 

25% 

people require 
palliative care, 
only 3 million 

(15%) receive it 
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Almost 
500 000 yearly 

deaths are attributed to drug 
use, including deaths from 

drug use disorders, infectious 
diseases (HIV and hepatitis), 

road traffic injuries and 
suicides 

500 000 



2

WE RECOGNIZE THAT THE WORLD DRUG 
PROBLEM REMAINS A COMMON AND SHARED 

RESPONSIBILITY THAT SHOULD BE ADDRESSED IN A 
MULTILATERAL SETTING THROUGH EFFECTIVE AND 
INCREASED INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND 
DEMANDS AN INTEGRATED, MULTIDISCIPLINARY, 
MUTUALLY REINFORCING, BALANCED, SCIENTIFIC 

EVIDENCE-BASED AND COMPREHENSIVE 
APPROACH.

Outcome document of the 13th special session of the General 
Assembly: Our joint commitment to effectively addressing and 

countering the world drug problem

The world drug problem has multiple public health 
dimensions encompassing vulnerability to drug 
use disorders and dependence, treatment and 
care of people with drug use disorders, reducing 
harm associated with drug misuse, and access to 
controlled medicines for medical pain relief.

It demands a multi-sectoral response including 
public health, law enforcement, education and 
social policy. Globally, there are legal, political and 
economic challenges to addressing the world drug 
problem. There are also human rights concerns. 
Ten years on from the 2009 Political Declaration 
and Plan of Action on International Cooperation 
Towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to 
Counter the World Drug Problem,1 the complexity 
of the world drug problem is more apparent than 
ever.

In 2016, the United Nations reaffirmed the need 
for a multi-sectoral approach, particularly to 
the health-related dimensions of the world drug 
problem. Prevention of drug misuse, treatment of 
drug use disorders and appropriate access to 
controlled substances are all highlighted in the 
outcome document of the 13th special session of 
the General Assembly, Our joint commitment to 
effectively addressing and countering the world 
drug problem.2 

”

INTRODUCTION

In partnership with the UN Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC), which is recognized as the 
leading UN entity for countering the world drug 
problem, the World Health Organization (WHO) 
has a pivotal and unique role in addressing the 
public health and human rights dimensions of 
global issues related to drugs. 
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