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Foreword

Like any other parts of the world, countries in Africa are vulnerable to
infectious diseases and other public health hazards. Strong resilient health
systems — equipped with and prepared for an emergency — constitute a
critical line of defence in reducing the risk that small events will turn into
emergencies. Paradoxically, for too long, we have seen emergency relief
efforts and health systems working in parallel, isolated from one another both
institutionally and operationally.

Countries will not be able to achieve universal health coverage (UHC) or health
security, or successfully implement national development and health sector
plans, if they suffer from the continual impact of emergencies. It must be
recognized that health security — global, national and local — is intrinsically
linked with both access and quality of health services. It is encouraging to see
the joint work catalysed by the Tackling Deadly Diseases in Africa Programme
(TDDAP), supported by the United Kingdom Department for International
Development (DFID) across all levels of WHO (headquarters, regional and
country), to strengthen the capacity of countries in Africa in preventing,
detecting and responding to public health threats by creating synergies
between health systems and health security.

The focus on high-quality health services at all levels and in all contexts, with
a dedicated focus on infection prevention and control (IPC), is extremely
commendable, much needed and timely. This issue is closely linked to
community trust in health services and health systems — a key determinant
of effective preparedness and response to outbreaks. This is crucial for all
countries in Africa, not just the 12 countries represented at the workshop.

In May 2018, under the leadership of the Director-General of WHO,

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the 194 WHO Member States adopted

the 13th General Programme of Work (GPW13), together with the “triple
billion” targets: 1 billion more people with UHC, 1 billion more better protected
from health emergencies and 1 billion more enjoying better health and
well-being. These targets will require the formulation and implementation

of concrete action to support integration, particularly between the targets

on UHC and health emergencies. This workshop contributes to the
codevelopment of this concrete action with countries to achieve the greatest
impact on population health.
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