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SESSION 1: OPENING

Opening remarks WHO and GARC
Presented by: L. Nel & B. Abela-Ridder

e  “Toreach the 2030 goal we need to do better and do things differently “

e What does it mean to prioritise rabies? What should we prioritise rabies over? Rabies should be
elevated to the same level as the other transboundary animal diseases to provide a more
rational/practical approach from the perspective of the Animal Health Sectors and Governments.
Effective surveillance and diagnosis will continue to build the case for rabies burden and the cost of
this disease. Vaccination of dogs is the agreed upon approach to prevent human rabies and
elimination of the disease, but timely Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) is also important to prevent
human deaths. This requires the education of communities and professionals and the availability of
vaccine, and ideally rabies immunoglobulin (RIG).

e Rabies control is a public good and every failure is a tragedy. Governments should be accountable for
rabies deaths given its preventable nature. We need to start thinking differently if we are going to
have any hope of reaching the 2030 target for the elimination of canine-mediated human rabies.

e GARC and WHO are working across sectors and disciplines to network, share experiences, measure
outcomes and impacts and integrate these into a larger system to eliminate rabies.

e We need to build surveillance and generate data to convince policy makers to include rabies in the
health systems and ensure equitable access to rabies prevention to make a difference in the lives of
people. No one sector can do this alone and efforts need to be additive and coordinated across
ministries, civil society, academia, welfare and pharma.

e We need to collaborate and strengthen networks to provide support for countries now and in the
future.

Scene setting & meeting overview: Objectives, expected outcomes, working methods
Presented by: L. Nel

If we can bring the different aspects together, we will have a tree that thrives and produces the fruits of
success. It requires many elements and a large degree of cooperation, but this is achievable.

Presented by: B. Abela-Ridder

Neglected tropical diseases are a proxy for disadvantage. They are preventable, yet prevalent, affect
populations with little voice, do not travel widely, carry stigma and discrimination, cause morbidity and
mortality. Data and research are limited. It is our ethical obligation to prevent rabies through awareness, dog
vaccination and timely care of bite victims.

The objectives of the meeting are as follows:
e Disseminate new WHO recommendations on human rabies immunization and rabies control tools.
e Discuss results of the GAVI lLearning Asenda on rahies and nroeress made on rahies control

MR EER, Forikes iz

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?re



