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FOREWORD

At the heart of the Every Woman Every Child
Global Strategy (EWEC Global Strategy) for
Women's, Children's and Adolescents'
Health is a simple and profound idea: if
every person could unlock their potential
for health and well-being at every stage of
life, they could realize their rights and
contribute to the transformative change
envisioned in the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Enabling this transformative
change is an immense task, and we all have
a role to play with countries in the lead.

| am pleased on behalf of the H6 agencies
to present the 2018 monitoring report of
the EWEC Global Strategy. The report sets
out the status of women's, children's and
adolescents' health, and on health systems
and social and environmental determinants.
Regional dashboards on 16 key indicators
highlight where progress is being made or
lagging. There is progress overall, but not at
the level required to achieve the 2030 goals.
There are some areas where progress has
stalled or is reversing, namely neonatal
mortality, gender inequalities and health in
humanitarian settings. The report also
highlights new evidence with a special
focus on early childhood development as a
foundation for health and well-being across
the life course. There are new estimates on
the causes of death in children older than 5
years; most are preventable. Each section of
the report highlights strategic priorities,
interventions and approaches that could
help countries address challenges and
accelerate progress.

Integrating new evidence and evidence-based
approaches into policies and programmes is
important for continued progress. Universal
health coverage is the key to ensuring

equitable access to quality services for
sexual, reproductive, maternal, newborn,
child and adolescent health. Adopting a life
course approach to health, which is central
to the EWEC Global Strategy, is a theme
throughout the report. Collaboration across
sectors is essential to address social and
environmental determinants, achieve shared
health and sustainable development goals
and realize human rights.

It is encouraging to see the work being done
through the global EWEC movement to

support countries in achieving the objectives
of the EWEC Global Strategy and the SDGs.

The findings of this report should serve as a
renewed call to action and instil a sense of
urgency for action and accountability at all
levels. Only if every woman, child and
adolescent survives, thrives and contributes
to transformative change will we achieve
the 2030 SDG vision for people, prosperity
and the planet.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Director General
World Health Organization

FOREWORD



10 KEY MESSAGES
FROM THIS REPORT

-t

SURVIVE, THRIVE, TRANSFORM - GS 2018 monitoring report: current status and strategic priorities



This page summarizes 10 key messages
based on EWEC Global Strategy monitoring
data from 2017 and early 2018. Dashboards
in Annex 2 signal where progress is being
made or lagging.

CHALLENGES

Some things are not
progressing or are
getting worse

1. Neonatal mortality - limited progress.
Rates of neonatal mortality are not
declining as quickly as mortality among
children aged 1-59 months. This is a
long-standing disparity. Multiple factors
contribute to neonatal mortality.

2. Gender inequalities - progress is too slow
and some gains are being lost. Gender-
based inequalities and violence persist
worldwide. Progress is reversing in some
areas, such as the number of women in
leadership and the economic pay gap.
Foster equitable gender norms and
address violations of rights across society.

3. Humanitarian settings - many more
people are now affected by crises. The
world is witnessing the highest levels of
displacement on record.* Strengthen
capacity to reduce vulnerabilities, build
resilience and anticipate and respond to
health needs in humanitarian settings.

KNOWLEDGE

New evidence and
interventions can
accelerate progress

4. Older children - new evidence about
their health and causes of death. The
causes of death of children older than 5
years are mostly preventable.? New global
estimates of causes of death among
older children indicate areas for action.

5. Early childhood development and
nurturing care - a foundational role.
Investments from pregnancy through 3
years of age are the foundation of health
and well-being throughout life.> The new
Nurturing Care Framework will help
countries to strengthen ECD programmes.

6. The life course approach to health
- optimizing health throughout life. The
life course approach helps individuals to
optimize their health, well-being and
functional ability at and across every
stage of life.# It is a connecting theme
throughout this report.

7. Continval learning and flexibility -
innovation promotes change. Take note
of, and apply, new evidence of good
practice in women's, children's and
adolescents' health.

ACTION
Build on what works and
act in partnership

8. UHC and health systems strengthening
- essential for progress. At least half of
the world's population lacks access to
essential health services. According to 2017
estimates, investments in UHC and the
other SDG targets could prevent 97 million
premature deaths globally by 2030.5

9. Multisectoral action - associated with
greater impact. Multisectoral action is
evident throughout this report as an
enabling factor for health. Investments
are required to understand how to apply
multisectoral approaches effectively in
different settings.

10. Collaborative effort - everyone has a
critical role to play. The objectives of
the EWEC Global Strategy can only be
achieved through sustained collective
action and mutual accountability at
all levels.
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