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Foreword

Few events have marked humanity as gravely as the influenza pandemic
of 1918. With an estimated 50-100 million deaths, it remains one of the
deadliest public health events on record.

Our highly interconnected world allows pathogens to spread at lightning speed, increasing the urgency
to ensure that all countries are prepared to respond to an infectious disease outbreak wherever it
may emerge. The World Health Organization (WHO) works to ensure that all countries, irrespective of
their income or development status, have equitable access to the medical and other counter-measures
necessary to respond to pandemics.

It is for these reasons that the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness (PIP) Framework holds such importance
for public health: it shows that nations can come together and solve the most difficult issues through
innovative solutions; that countries will undertake the work needed to strengthen their preparedness
capacities; and that partners - public, private and nongovernmental — will sustain their commitment to
achieving the highest level of preparedness so that our future global response is founded on solidarity
and equity.

I am deeply grateful to all PIP Framework partners that have demonstrated their sustained commitment
to this goal. | look forward to continuing this important work in the same spirit of partnership
and solidarity.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
WHO Director-General
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