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FOREWORD
Since the year 2000, the world has made 
great progress against several of the 
leading causes of death and disease. Life 
expectancy has increased dramatically; 
infant and maternal mortality have 
declined; we’ve turned the tide on the HIV 
epidemic, malaria deaths have halved – and 
we could list many more successes.

But progress has been uneven, both 
between and within countries. There 
remains a 31-year discrepancy between the 
countries with the shortest and longest life 
expectancies. While some countries have 
made impressive gains, national averages 
hide the fact that some communities are 
being left behind. 

The Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) represent an ambitious vision of the 
healthier, more prosperous, inclusive and 
resilient world we all want. 

But the reality is, we’re off track to 
achieve these ambitious goals by 2030. 
Fragmentation, duplication and inefficiency 
are undermining progress. We must 
therefore recalibrate and amplify our 
efforts or we will not even come close 
to reaching many of the health-related 
targets.

The request from Chancellor Angela Merkel 
of Germany, President Nana Addo Dankwa 
Akufo-Addo of Ghana and Prime Minister 
Erna Solberg of Norway for a Global Action 
Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-Being, 
supported by the UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres, is therefore an important 
step towards leveraging the enormous 
reach, experience and expertise of the 
global health community to accelerate 
progress towards SDG 3.

As the well-worn African proverb goes, “If 
you want to go fast, go alone. If you want 
to go far, go together.”

We are going together. I am very 
encouraged by the exceptional spirit 
of cooperation that the health and 
development organizations have already 
demonstrated, and by the open and 
collegial way in which we have started  
to work. 

Together, we are setting new standards 
for global solidarity and pushing new 
boundaries.

The global community has never been 
better prepared to meet the challenges of 
ensuring healthy lives and well-being for 
all. And together, we can achieve so much 
more for countries and the people we 
serve. 

But this is just the beginning. Much of the 
real work is ahead of us. The success of 
this plan depends on us all — governments 
and our many partners in health, from 
the international level right down to local 
communities.

I look forward to working with all partners 
to honour the commitments we have made 
to ensure healthy lives and promote well-
being for everyone, everywhere.

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
Director-General, 
World Health Organization
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OUR COMMITMENT TO 
ACCELERATING TOGETHER
The Sustainable Development Goals are 
within our reach. In our relentless pursuit 
of these goals and a healthier and more 
prosperous humanity, we are coming 
together to leverage the full potential 
of the multilateral system and to more 
effectively support the countries and 
people we serve.

Recent achievements in improving health 
for billions of people inspire us, and signal 
that the global community, including global 
actors, can do even more. 

In that spirit, we welcome the request from 
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany, 
President Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-
Addo of Ghana, and Prime Minister Erna 
Solberg of Norway, with support from 
United Nations Secretary-General António 
Guterres, to develop a “Global Action Plan 
for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All.” 

In line with calls across the international 
community, this initiative challenges us to 
innovate, to be agile and to continuously 
enhance the way we work together in 
assisting countries with the people-
centred financing, capacity-strengthening, 
advocacy, legal and policy frameworks, 
research, knowledge, and data required to 
be successful.

This first phase in the development of the 
Global Action Plan marks the beginning 
of a comprehensive effort to maximize 
our collective value proposition. In it we 
commit to align our joined-up efforts 
with country priorities and needs, to 
accelerate progress by leveraging new 

ways of working together and unlocking 
innovative approaches, and account for 
our contribution to progress in a more 
transparent and engaging way. 

To do so, we will build on existing 
coordination efforts and collaboration in 
countries. We will further leverage the 
capacities of the larger multilateral system, 
including the United Nations system with 
its country presence, and support the 
Secretary-General’s reform efforts to make 
the system fit-for-purpose to implement 
the 2030 Agenda.

We will expand and refine this work 
to propel us forward in our collective 
contribution as global health and 
development organizations. In doing so, 
we will continue to partner with other 
institutions and sectors and explore 
pragmatic solutions to maximizing 
collective impact. 

Healthy lives and well-being for all at all 
ages cannot be achieved without the 
full commitment of governments, and 
participation of all stakeholders, including 
civil society, the private sector, academia, 
and other international, national, and local 
institutions, that influence health and well-
being.

We are fully committed to do everything 
we can – together.
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