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foreword

Over the past few decades, much progress has been made in the Western Pacific Region 
in reducing the burden of communicable diseases, including tuberculosis (TB), malaria 
and HIV/AIDS. TB prevalence has decreased more than half and TB deaths by over 73% 
since 1990. The HIV/AIDS burden has lowered as antiretroviral therapy coverage has 
increased in the Region. Nine out of 10 malaria-endemic countries achieved their Millen-
nium Development Goal malaria targets. Millions of deaths and disabilities have been 
prevented through immunizations. This success against communicable diseases has 
accelerated progress towards universal health coverage (UHC) in countries.

While working to sustain and improve upon these achievements, countries in the Region 
face a long and evolving list of challenges. Noncommunicable disease rates continue 
to rise, accounting for nearly 80% of preventable deaths. The Region is an epicentre 
for outbreaks and health emergencies, with an average of 200 health security threats 
each year. Demand for high-quality health services continues to grow, as reductions in 
external funding for health take hold in many countries. 

To meet these challenges, countries must look to sustainable financing mechanisms to 
strengthen health systems towards UHC. This whole-of-system approach is detailed in 
the Regional Framework for Action on Transitioning to Integrated Financing of Priority Public 
Health Services in the Western Pacific. The Framework provides guidance to help secure 
essential public health functions that can ensure the sustainability and resilience of health 
systems. The Framework spells out actions for countries to transition smoothly to sustain-
able financing for priority public health services. The guidance will assist countries facing 
external funding cuts that need to strengthen domestic or integrated financing. At the 
same time, the Framework addresses the needs of countries undergoing service delivery 
and budgeting reforms to advance UHC and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

WHO developed the Framework at the request of Member States, based on their expe-
riences and input, as well as those of other experts and development partners. The 
Framework builds on two other regional action agendas: Universal Health Coverage: 
Moving Towards Better Health and the Regional Action Agenda on Achieving the Sustain-
able Development Goals in the Western Pacific. 

WHO is committed to support countries to improve health outcomes across the Region 
and meet the health targets of the SDGs by accelerating progress towards UHC. We must 
ensure that no one is left behind in the Region’s efforts to bring health and well-being 
to all of its nearly 1.9 billion people.

Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph.D.
Regional Director
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