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The World Health Assembly has resolved that providing access to palliative care for children is “an ethical
responsibility of health systems” (Annex 1) and that integration of palliative care into public health-care
systems is essential for achievement of the Sustainable Development Goal on universal health coverage
(WHA 67.19). Yet access to paediatric palliative care and symptom relief is very rare in a number of
countries. As a result, millions of the world's vulnerable children suffer unnecessarily each year.

A wide range of childhood health problems can generate the need for palliative care and symptom
relief including not only advanced noncommunicable disease (Annex 2) and HIV/AIDS, but also severe
prematurity, birth trauma, congenital anomalies, severe non-progressive disabilities such as paraplegia and
quadriplegia, drug-resistant tuberculosis and injuries. Paediatric palliative care requires special knowledge
and skills, and it is essential that all providers of primary health care for children and paediatric specialty
care possess these competencies.

This document is part of a series of WHO publications on palliative care. Their objective is not to provide
clinical guidelines, but rather practical guidance on integrating palliative care and symptom relief into health
care systems. The current publication is intended to assist anyone involved with planning, implementing,
managing or assuring the quality of health care for children to integrate palliative care and symptom relief
such that the quality of life of children and their families will be improved, health-care systems will be
strengthened and cost-effective models of service provision will be implemented.

With this guide, WHO reiterates its commitment to answering the needs and expectations of all people,

especially the most vulnerable.
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